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FOREWORD 

The initial research leading up to this publication was carried out by Wor. Bro. Hugh Middleton. 

We thank him for painstakingly examining the reports and minutes that reflect the activities of the 

Grand Lodge of Tasmania over the last 100 years. 

This volume does not purport to be a history of freemasonry in Tasmania, This would entail a close 

look at the records of individual lodges. But we have here a historical record of freemasonry in 

Tasmania as seen by the Grarid Masters and the Boards of General Purposes. You will find 

excerpts from what must have been stirring speeches at the time of their delivery. They still make 

good reading. 

You will wonder at the fortitude of our brethren who travelled the length and breadth of Tasmania 

in the early days. Indeed they travelled by sea to get to the West Coast. 

If this book is nothing more it is an acknowledgement that the freemasons of 1990 give thanks to 

their predecessors who worked so hard to establish the craft in Tasmania. 

M.L. YAXLEY

Chairman, Editorial Committee 



EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

The original research for this volume was conducted by Wor. Bro. Hugh Middleton'. Upon 
his resignation in 1983 an editori�I committee was formed and the work was continued by. 

V. Wor. Bro. M. Davis
Wor. Bro. N. Dunbar

V. Wor. Bro. M.L. Yaxley (Chairman)
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1. The Beginnings of Freemasonry in Van Diemen's Land

Freemasonry was introduced ·into the colony of Van Diemen's Land by members of

masonic lodges attached to regiments that formed the British garrisons
1 1803 to 18701 and in 

particular those from 1814 to 1839, for it was within this period that the first civil lodges were 

constituted. 

The early Regiments which held moveable, or "ambulatory", warrants were:-

1814-1818 The 46th Regiment, 2nd Battalion, Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry 

1817-1824 The 48th Regiment with attached warrant No. 218 from the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

1823-1825 The 3rd Regiment with attached Engiish warrant No.170 

1825-1830 The 40th Regiment with attached "Thornton1s Lodge" No. 284 Ireland, and appendant 

Royal Arch Chapter 284 I.C. 

1830-1834 The 63rd Regiment, with dormant warrant No. 512 I.C. 

1833-1839 The 21st Regiment Royal Scots Fusiliers with attached warrant 33 I.C., appendant Royal 

Arch Chapter, and dormant Warrant 936 I.C. 

Later regiments included those with warrants 112 E.C., 677 E.C. and 313 I.C.; these 

numbers appear with lists of visitors to the established "civil" lodges, together with those from other 

constitutions who were either free settlers or mariners. 

The warrant of the lodge attached to the 46th Regiment was left in Sydney, N.S.W., where 

it worked in 1816 as The Lodge of Social and Military Virtues No. 227 Irish Constitution. Local 

records report that there were several masons present at the laying of the foundation stone of the 

Officers' Mess at the Anglesea Barracks, Hobart Town, on 17th July, 1814. This first reported 

presence of Freemasons is considered to refer to members of 227 I.C. Later records show that the 

regimental lodges were not pennitted to assemble in Barracks, but met in private homes or in a 

room set aside for their use in a hotel, and leased for that purpose. 

Documents reveal that the regimental lodges spread the light of freemasonry in Van 

Diemen's Land by initiating local citizens into their lodges. A Royal Arch Certificate dated 18th 

May
1 
1828, in Hobart Town, V.D.L. testifies that Bro. J. Lester received his R.A. Degree on that day 

in Thornton's Chapter No. 284. Bro. Lester was at that time proprietor of "The White Horse Inn" 

on the corner of Elizabeth and Liverpool Streets. This Thornton's Lodge and Chapter 284, attached 

to the 40th Regiment, first met in a waterfron_t hotel, "The Hope", and later at the "Macquarie

Hotel". 
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Some members of the regimental lodges who completed their term of engagement prior 
to the departure of their regiment elected to settle here, and the amalgam of these elements was a 
journalist, Robert Lathrop Murray, who first arrived in Australia i� 1816, and came to Van Diemen's 
Land in 1821, and later owned considerable property. 

He was born in England in 1780, educated at Westminster School and at Cambridge, and 
entered the army at an early age, served with the Royal Manx Fencibles during the Irish rebellion, 
was equerry to the Duke of Kent and served throughout the Peninsular Wars under the Duke of 
Wellington. He built Wentworth House at Bellerive on the eastern shore of the Derwent River as 
his country seat. 

He possessed high degrees in masonry and was personally known to members of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

It was upon his recommendation and application through the Regimental Lodge 284 that 
dispensation to open a civil lodge under the title of 'The Tasmanian Lodge' to meet in Hobart Town 
was issued. The date of the original dispensation is not known. The first master was Bro. John 
Eddington and the Warrant 313 dated 6th August, 1829 Dublin, was received early in 1831, but this 
was after the 40th Regiment had left for India. When the warrant arrived from Ireland in 1831, it 
was No. 313 on the roll of the Grand Lodge. Their Master in 1832 was Bro. T J. Lempriere, and the 
lodge met in the same room as used by the 40th Regiment Military Lodge No. 2841.C. 

Gould's History of Freemasonry. Vol. 111, page 392, refers to an Irish warrant issued to 
Tasmania in 1823, but local record of this has not been found. 

On 10th April, 1832, a petition from Bros. RL Murray, S. Wittaker and J. Lester, and 
others then residing in Hobart Town, to furm a lodge under the title of The Lodge of Brotherly 
Union, was received and granted by the Master and Wardens of The Tasmanian Lodge 313 I.C. The 
new lodge later received Warrant numbered 326 I.C. The 63rd Regiment arrived in 1830, its lodge 

. Warrant 512 was dormant, although the surgeon, William Bohan, held the rank of P. Provincial 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. When the Warrant for 326 arrived, he "constituted" 
the Masters and Wardens of 313 and 326 as "his" Provincial Grand Lodge. He left the colony with 
the 63rd Regiment when it sailed for India on 1st January, 1834. 

In December 1833, the 21st Regiment, Royal Scots Fusiliers arrived. This Regiment of 
602 men had attached Warrant No. 33 I.C. first issued in 1734. According to Gould, this was one of 
the first five travelling warrants granted to Regiments by the Grand Lodge of Ireland, a practice 
later followed by the Grand Lodges of England, France, Holland, Germany and for a short period, 
Russia. 

The 21st Regiment also had Warrant No. 936 I.C., presumed dormant, as the only 
evidence of its existence is the inscribed silver jewel left in Hobart. This Warrant was is.sued to the 
Regiment in 1803. 
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Digressing from local history, the Master of Lodge 33 I.C., W. Bro. A Mackay, was 

elected in January 1832, and conducted meetings of his lodge in Weedon and Chatham before his 

Regiment sailed for Tasmania (Van Diemen's Land). The first minutes endorsed by him in Van 

Diemen's Land, on the 10th May, 1836, include "due to the detached state of the Regiment the 

members were consequently reduced to four in number, and the lodge chest could not be opened 

since leaving Chatham." 

The disposition of the Regiment to widely separated areas of the Island left 254 men 

stationed in Hobart Town, including Captain A. Maclcay1 as Town Adjutant. 

Lodge 33 I.C. met again on the 24th June, 1836, in Hobart when Bro. A McLeod was 

installed as Master. In 1837 Bro. RL. Murray joined the lodge as a member of 313 I.C. and two 

months later, on 11th April, 1837, the members of 33 I.C. unanimously agreed to request that the 

Warrant be declared permanent in "Hobarton", when the Regiment was despatched to India, there 

being insufficient members sailing with the Regiment to protect it. During the waiting period, the 

members met in No. 313 and when the proper authority was received from Ireland in August 1842, 

the Warrant constituted P.M. Murray to be the first Master nor the lodge to be held permanent in 

Hobarton". The lodge retained the original number and seal of the 21st Fusiliers and played an 

important part in the progress of the craft. As the senior lodge in the colony it was strengthened by 

members of 313, 326, and 345 joining the lodge, and by the unanimous request of the three lodges it 

formed a Standing Committee in 1842 to advance their interests. 

The Master of 33 I.C. was chairman of this committee formed by the representatives 

drawn from each lodge, and it conducted its business at emergency meetings held by those lodges. It 

dealt with petitions for dispensations to form lodges, communicated fees and correspondence 

between the colony and the Grand Lodge, and continued these functions until 1875. During its life, 

the formation of a library was proposed in 1843. In September 1843 the Standing Committee 

received a prospectus from the Wor. Master of 326 I.C., Bro. Chas. Toby, for a Masonic Benevolent 

Fund which it established in that year; the first President was Bro. TJ. Lempriere, Vice-President 

Bro. W .A. McKay, and Secretary Bro. Chas. Toby. The Fund ceased to function in 1865, following 

the establishment of The Tasmanian Masonic Benefit Fund in 1861 or 1862. 

The Warrant of Tasmania Lodge 313 I.e., which ceased working in 1847, was despatched 

to Ireland in April 1863. 

The last returns for lodge 33 I.C. to the Deputy Grand Secretary in Dublin were dated 

26th July, 1850; the last minutes of 33 I.C., dated 23rd August, 1850, direct that a doubt arising from 

a ballot be referred to the Standing Committee for a decision! An emergency meeting was called on 

5th June, 1851, by P.M. Thompson to wind up the affairs of the Lodge. The old Warrant of Lodge 

33 I.C. has not been traced. The Minute Book of the lodge was presented to the Grand Lodge of 

Tasmania in 1933. 
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Resuming the general development of the civil lodges, when the 63rd Regiment departed 

in January 1834, Bro. RL. Murray recommended the application to 313 I.C. for dispensation to open 

a new lodge under the title of 1"The Operative Lodge", naming the present S.W. of 326 J.C., Bro. J.

Lester, to be the first Master, Bro. J, Eddington the first S.W., and Bro. F. Paterson the first J.W. 

The petition was approved and as the Senior P.M. in the colony, P.M. Murray installed Bro. Lester 

on 26th February, 1834. As delays in communication with the Grand Lodge of Ireland had been 

experienced, a second dispensation was transmitted through a lodge in Sydney. The new warrant 

was received for "The Tasmanian Operative Lodge" No. 345 in December 1835, dated 11th May, 

1835. 

This new lodge had an unusually difficult period during its first six months which 

consolidated its foundation. The first W.M.1 Bro. Lester, was compelled to resign from that Office 

due to ill health, and P.M. Murray installed the second master elect
1 
Bro. J.C. Stracey in April 1834. 

He too found it necessary to resign after two meetings, and P.M. Murray was called upon to install 

P.M. W.Bro. Thomas Home in the chair on St. John the Baptist's Day, 24th June, 1834. He held

office until the end of 1835. These early trials stood the lodge in good stead, as it survived to

become No.1 Lodge on the Roll of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania in 1890.

There being three lodges working under the Grand Lodge of Ireland, a request was 

forwarded to John Fowler, Grand Secretary recommending P.M. W. Bro.RL. Murray for 

appointment as Provincial Grand Master. However, the Grand Master, His Grace the Duke of 

Leinster, did not favour Provincial Grand Lodges in the Colonies. It was not until 1884 that the first 

official Provincial Grand Lodge of Masons working under the Irish Constitution was fom1ed in 

Launceston. 

The ultimately successful application from 33 I.C., made in 1837 for their Warrant to 

remain in the colony has been reported. In 1842, the Standing Committee received correspondence 

from W. Bro. P. Maher, Anglesea Barracks, Hobart
1 to advise that "as late W.M. of Union Lodge 

440, the Warrant numbered 440, which was attached to the 51st Regiment serving in Tasmania from 

1838-18421 has been transmitted to the Grand Lodge of England. I was induced to take this step in 

consequence of myself, and Col. Sergeant H.B. Rablin being the only remaining members of the 

society in the Regiment, and I did not feel justified in any longer retaining the Warrant." 

On 26th October, 1842, some Master Masons met in Launceston to attempt to form a civil 

lodge. They applied through the Tasmanian Operative Lodge to the Standing Committee for 

dispensation to work under the dormant Charter of the English Military Union Lodge 440, This was 

deemed unconstitutional, and the Standing Committee granted dispensation enabling them to work 

as a Masonic Lodge pending the arrival of a new Warrant from Ireland. Thus 11St. John's Lodge" was 

formed, the first Master was W. Bro. Randin, a P.M. under the English Constitution, and when the 

lodge was formally opened on 19th January, 1843, it adopted the traditional Lodge Seal required by 

the Grand Lodge Constitutions incorporating "an arm bent with trowel in hand". The new Warrant 

was numbered 346, and the St. John's Lodge met in a room in the Caledonian Hotel, Launceston. 
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On 5th January, 1843, the Master of 33 I.C., W. Bro. R.L. Murray, announced that he had 
received the necessary authority to open a higher order of masoruy under the Irish Constitution, and 
arrangements were made with Bro. Bastian for the necessary accommodation in the 'Bird-in-Hand 
Hotel'. The craft lodge 33 I.C. continued to meet in ftMezgers Room" in the "Bird-in-Hand" until 
1850. 

On 5th January, 1844, a petition signed by Bros. C. Toby, HJ. Beaumont, H. Downer, and 
recommended by ten other members of 326 I.C., was addressed from the Lodge of Brotherly Union 
326 I.C. to the P.G.M. of Australasia, Bro. G.R. Nichols, D.P.G.M.A., to fonn a Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons at Hobart Town, Van Diemen's Land, under the title of "The Tasmanian Union 
Lodge' and meeting under the English Constitution. 

A dispensation dated 29th June, 1844, was received and the lodge was opened by Bro. 
Charles Toby on 14th August, 1844, using the Jewels and the Lodge Room used by 326 J.C. in the 
Freemasons' Hotel. 

The Letter of Dispensation was effective for two years only, and as the Warrant did not 
arrive, an emergency meeting in May 1846 decided to make immediate application for an extension. 
This was granted in July, and when finally the Warrant was received in Februacy 1848 it was 
numbered 781. (When W.M. Toby recorded in the Minutes of the Lodge in 1844, the reasons which 
had induced him and others to apply for a Warrant under the Grand Lodge of England, be expected 
quarterly answers to communications and added that correspondence with the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland had been very irregular and hence a great drawback to Masonry in the colony.) 

As tribute to the founders, members of Tasmanian Union Lodge decided to adopt and 
incorporate the KBent Arm with Trowel in the Hand" device of Ireland, with a minor change in the 
orientation of the trowel. There were now six lodges in the colony using a similar lodge seal. The 
Lodge of Brotherly Union 326 J.C., Tasmanian Union Lodge 781 E.C., and a Regimental Lodge used 
the same room in the Freemasons' Hotel until 1847 when the proprietor declined to renew the lease. 

The warrant for 326 J.C. was revoked by Grand Lodge in 1845, but it was retained by Bro. 
Toby for some years. In 1847 the Tasmanian Union Lodge moved to the Waterloo Hotel. 

In 1847 a Royal Arch Chapter appendant to the Tasmanian Operative Lodge was granted 
permission to use the same room as the R.A. Chapter 33 J.C., in the Bird-in-Hand, Argyle Street. 
This hotel was a popular masonic meeting place, and each proprietor later joined the craft, and often 
the hotel was ascribed to their names. The first proprietor, licenced in 1814, was John Eddington. 
He affiliated with 326 I.C. in 1833; John Mezger took over in 1825, whereafter lodge references are 
"Mezger's Hotel" or "Mezger's Room1

'. It is not recorded when Bro. John Mezger first joined 345 
J.C. His name was still used in the late 40's, even after Christopher Bastian became proprietor in
1848; C. Bastian was initiated into Tasmanian Union Lodge on 13th June, 1850.
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In 1847, Bro. RL. Murray, P.M., R.A., K.T., returned to England, where he died at his 
seat West Felton Hall, Shropshire in 1850. 

In 1852, dispensation was obtained by members from St. John's Lodge 346 I.C., to form 

the Lodge of Hope under the English Constitution. The lodge was officially erected on 7th 

September, 1852, under Dispensation from the P.G.M. of Australasia. The first Master was Bro. 

G.R. Swan. In 1855, a H.R.A. Chapter attached to the Lodge of Hope was opened in Launceston. 

In 1856, some zealous brethren of the Lodge of Hope obtained dispensation to open two 

new lodges in the north of the colony, and the Lodge of Charity No. 989 E.C. and the Lodge of Faith 

No. 992 E.C. were opened. 

In November 18561 a Provincial Grand Lodge under the English Constitution was erected. 

The first Provincial Grand Master appointed was Bro. Rev. RK. Ewing, the W.M. of Lodge of 
Hope. Differences arose between the Provincial Grand Master and the Tasmanian Union Lodge, 
which continued for some time after the Lodge had ceased working in May, 1857. 

The Lodge of Peace, No. 1021 E.C. was established at Longford in 1857. In November 

1858, the Tasmanian Union Lodge returned its Warrant to England. This, however, was later 

reinstated and the lodge re-opened in December, 1859, 

In 1860, Bro. Ewing resigned as Provincial Grand Master, following his objection to a 

directive "that he confine his supervision to the northern division of the Province". Also in 1860 saw 

the demise of the Provincial Grand Lodge. The island remained without a head under the English 
Constitution for several years. 

On the 6th August, 1857, Royal Arch Chapter No. 536, attached to Tasmanian Union 

Lodge No. 781, also ceased working as a consequence of this Wa�nt being revoked. It resumed 

work on 7th August, 1862. 

Prior to these troubled times, Tasmanian Union Lodge recommended a petition in April 

1857 for the establishment of a new lodge under the English Constitution to be called "Pacific", and 

a second Warrant for 11Detwent" Lodge at New Norfolk. These two Warrants were duly signed at 

London on 13th October, 1859, prior to signing a Dispensation on 17th October, 1859, giving 

authority to Tasmanian Union Lodge to continue to work as a lodge. 

On 13th June, 1860, the W.M. of Tasmanian Union Lodge installed Bro. J. Coram in the 

chair of The Pacific Lodge in the lodge room in Bastians' Hotel. When the Warrant numbered 1103 

arrived, another formal Installation. was carried out by the W.M. and Officers of 781 E.C. on the 

25th April, 1861. The Warrant for the Detwent Lodge was not acted upon, and was later returned to 

the District Grand Lodge. (D.G.L. re-issued this Warrant as 800 E.C., for a Lodge in Evandale in 

1884). 
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In 1859 the Lodge of Peace transferred to Stanley, and in 1863 all English Lodges were 

allotted new numbers, occasioned by the removal from the Roll of the United Grand Lodge of 

England of all lodges that had ceased working. 

From that date, Tasmanian Lodges bore the following numbers:-

Tasmanian Union 536 E.C. 

Lodge of Hope 618 E.C. 

Faith 691 E.C. 

Peace 719 E.C. 

Pacific 801 E.C. 

In 1868, St. John's Lodge ceased working. The Lodge of Faith and Peace lapsed also 

about this time. However, St. John's Lodge was successfully revived by Bro. Harry Conway in 1857, 

and later, Peace reopened at Hamilton-on-Forth, in 1879. 

In 1873, another Irish Lodge was erected, the Midland Pastoral Lodge 347 I.C. to meet at 

Oatlands. The first Master was Bro. S. Smith, who was installed on 9th December. Bro. A. Burbury 

was Senior Warden and Bro. E. Currie, Junior Warden. 

The Freemason's Hall, Murray Street, Hobart, was opened in 1874 by the Governor of the 

Colony, His Excellency Bro. Charles Du Cane. The foundation stone for the building had been laid 

by His Excellency seventeen months earlier, 20th March, 1873. 

The style of the front of the building is Italian. The entrance is surrounded by 

handsomely carved stonework bearing masonic emblems. This facade has been preserved by the 

National Trust, and is illuminated after sundown as part of Tasmania's heritage. The white stone 

used for the plinths, strings, columns and pilasters came from quarries at Brighton, Tasmania. The 

main lodge room was 43' x 25' and 20' high. From the centre flower in the ceiling a 72 burner star

light for gas was provided, being specially imported from England. 

In 1875, the Chainnan of the Standing Committee was Wor. Bro. Rev. RD. Poulett

Harris, and the two lodges meeting in Hobart under the English Constitution petitioned for a 

District Grand Lodge, and later, with the support of the Lodge of Hope in Launceston, this was 

granted on 12th April, 1876. The first D.G.M. was Rt. Wor. Bro. W.S. Hammond, Wor. Bro. 

George Smith Deputy Grand Master, and War. Bro. RD. Poulett-Harris was D.G. Chaplain. The 

first Annual Communication of this District Grand Lodge was held in the Freemasons Hall, Hobart, 

on 7th May, 1878, and the second in the Masonic Hall, Launceston, on 1st May, 1879, with the 

D.D.G.M., War. Bro. George Smith presiding.

In 1877, a Warrant was received from England by petitioners from Launceston to open a 

Mark Lodge called St. Mark's in the South No. 202 on the rolls of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master 
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Mason� of England and Wales and the Dominions and Dependencies of the British Crown. The 
first Master of this Mark Lodge was Bro. George Talmage. 

Another development took place in 1877 when ten brethren of St." John's Lodge 346 J.C., 
obtained a Warrant from the Grand Lodge of Scotland for St. Andrew Lodge to meet in 
Launceston. The lodge was opened on a letter of dispensation allocating the number 591. Due to 
the inadvertent allocation of this number to another lodge, the Warrant was later numbered 5912• on 
the rolls of the Grand Lodge. This appendation is interpreted as 591 S.C. in the local records. A 
Warrant for St. Andrew Royal Arch Chapter 179 S.C. was issued on 22nd March, 1880. 

The Scottish Constitution established its second lodge in Launceston in 1881, namely the 

Lodge of Perfect Unanimity. 660 S.C., the first Master being W. Bro. M.E. Robinson. 

On 30th September 1881, Rt. Wor. Bro. R.D. Harris, D.G.M., constituted Lodge 
Pembroke at George Town under Warrant 1517, and installed Brother Louis Johnson as the first 
W.M. A dispensation signed on 8th October 1881, was issued to this lodge �to hold Meetings of the

Lodge on the Thursday after Full Moon in each month".

In 1882, the Lodge of Concord 687 Scottish Constitution was established at Latrobe, the 
first Master, Bro. John Stier was a former member of Lodge of Hope. 

Following the establishment of a third Mark Lodge at Evandale, a Provincial Grand 
Lodge of Mark Master Masons was established in Launceston on 3rd September, 1883, with the 
Installation of Bro. George Talmage as R. W. P.G.M.M.M. 

The next craft lodge to be established was South Esk Lodge at Evandale in 1883. This 
lodge opened on a warrant No. 800 E.C., which had laid dormant for a long period. The first Master 

installed was Bro. H.B. Dowie. 

On 14th October, 1884, a Provincial Grand Lodge of the Irish Constituted Lodges in the 

Colony was formed in Launceston, when Bro. Harry Conway was installed as Provincial Grand 
Master by Rt. Wor. Bro. Rev. R.D. Poulett-Harris, District Grand Master, English Constitution. 

1884 was a busy year for Irish Masonry; Meander Lodge 354 I.C. was opened 
on 4th April, St George's Lodge 353 J.C., on 23rd April, Lord Wolseley Lodge 358 J.C. on 29th 
September, and Mersey Lodge 360 I.C., on 17th December, 1884. 

In 1885, Lake Lodge 361 I.C., was founded at Longford, and on the 15th November, a 
Provisional Warrant was issued to open Rechab Lodge 362 I.C., in Hobart. 
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Also in 1885, a District Grand Lodge was fonned by the Scottish Lodges, with the 
Installation of Bro. Peter Barrett as R. W.D.G.M., at the Masonic Hall, Launceston. Also in 1885, 
Dorset Lodge 736 S.C., was founded at Scottsdale, with Bro. J, White as the first Master. 

In 1886, the Robert Burns Lodge 734 S.C., was opened at Beaconsfield, and the Eastern 
Star Lodge 359 I.C., founded at Ringarooma. 

The Poulett Lodge was consecrated and opened by the Deputy District Grand Master, 
Wor. Bro. F.H. Wise, on 19th April, 1887, at Wynyard, North�West Coast. The promoters of the 
lodge "having chosen the designation of the lodge in commemoration of the name of our R. W.D.G. 
Master." The Warrant number was 2204 E.C. 

The last lodge to be erected under divided rule in Tasmania was the United Setvi.ce Lodge 
No. 2296 E.C., which was consecrated and opened by the R W.D.G.M., Rt. Wor. Rev. RD. Poulett� 
Harris, at Launceston on the 1st May, 1888. The first Master was Bro. William Aikenhead, and the 
members of this lodge were all members of the Defence Force. 
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2. Formation of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania

Although hannonious relations existed between lodges of the different Constitutions, the 

multiplicity of governing bodies and lodges under them was productive of unhealthy rivalries and 

competition, and the conviction developed in the minds of thoughtful brethren that the interests of 

the Fraternity would best be served by the concentration of funds and a centralised governing 

authority. The first allusion to this desirable state of affairs was made by Rt. Wor. Bro. Peter 

Barrett at a banquet following the Annual Communication in Launceston of the District Grand 

Lodge of English Lodges in.May 1885. Rt. War. Bro. Barrett was in favour of the establishment of a 

Grand Lodge of Tasmania. Other Australian Colonies had experienced the same difficulties as 

Tasmania, and Grand Lodges had, in some cases, already been established to solve the problem. 

Rt. Wor. Bro. Barrett was surprised and gratified at the cordiality and enthusiasm with 

which his proposal was received. Although, subsequently, the subject was frequently and widely 

discussed, it was not until 18881 that the Lodge of Perfect Unanimity passed a resolution inviting 

Lodges to appoint delegates to a discussion on a positive move towards a United Grand Lodge. 

Invitation circulars were sent out. These met with partial response, but representatives of a majority 

of northern country and town Lodges assembled at the Launceston Masonic Hall on 29th February 

1888. The delegates expressed a unanimous desire to establish a Grand Lodge. The meeting 

adopted as its motto, "unity and unanimity or nothing". 

To facilitate the movement, a Masonic Union was formed, with Wor. Bro. T. Hogg as 

Chairman and Bro. A. Kirkland as Secretary. Both brethren subsequently amply justified the 

confidence of the brethren. An Executive Committee was appointed, the members of which spared 

neither time nor money in furthering the cause. 

Some opposition and misunderstandings were met, which stemmed mainly from 

understandable feelings of loyalty to parent Constitutions. However, by the exercise of tact and 

discretion adherents rapidly multiplied. After two years of labour by the Executive Committee in 

organising deputations to Lodges1 eventual adhesion of members of every Lodge in the Colony was 

secured. 

A Convention was organised, to be held at the Masonic Hall, Launceston, for 6th March 

1890, to take the preliminary steps for the inauguration of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania at Hobart. 

There was a generous response from Grand Masters and Officers of Sister Colonies to invitations to 

be present at the inaugural ceremony. A signal honour was conferred by His Excellency, Lord 

Csrrington, in consenting to install the first Grand Master. The unanimous choice for that honour 

fell to Rt. Wor. Bro. the Rev. R.D. Poulett-Harris, District Grand Master for Tasmania under the 

English Constitution. 
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The Lodges, which unanimously decided to form the new Constitution were: 

English Constitution - (District Grand Lodge, formed at Hobart, 30th December 1875). Rt. Wor. 

Bro. W.D. Hammond District Grand Master (owing to the death of Rt. Wor. Bro. Hammond in 

1880, War. Bro. RD. Poulett-Harris was appointed as the replacement). 

Tasmanian Union Lodge, No. 536, erected 1844 at Hobart, represented by W.M. Bro. F.H. Wise. 

Lodge of Hope, No. 618, erected 1852 at Launceston, represented by W.M. Bro. A. McConnell. 

Pacific Lodge, No. 801, erected 1860 at Hobart, represented by W.M. Bro. EJ. Rogers, 

Lodge of Peace, No. 719, reopened 1879, at Hamilton-on-Forth, represented by W.M. Bro. R Scott. 

Pembroke Lodge, No.1517, erected 1878 at Lefroy, represented byW.M. Bro. W. Stubbs. 

South &k Lodge, No. 800, erected 1883 at Evandale, represented by W.M. Bro. Collins. 

Poulett, No. 2204, erected 1882 at Table Cape, represented by W.M. Bro. W. Chambers. 

United Setvices Lodge, No. 2296, erected 1888 at Launceston, represented by W.M. Bro. G.T. 

Collins (Major). 

Irish Constitution - (Provincial Grand Lodge formed 14th October 1884) Rt. Wor. Bro. Harry 

Conway, Provincial Grand Master. 

Tasmanian Operative Lodge, No. 345, erected 1834 at Hobart, represented by W.M. Bro. J.W. 

Toplis. 

St. John's Lodge, No. 346, erected 10th January 1849 at Launceston, represented by W.M. Bro. F.C. 

Easther. 

St. George's Lodge, No. 353, erected April 1884 at Beaconsfield, represented by W.M. Bro. RJ. 

Hart. 

Meander Lodge, No. 354, erected April 1884 at Deloraine, represented by W.M. Bro. J. Tidey. 

Lord Wolseley Lodge, No. 358, erected September 1884 at Launceston, represented by W.M. Bro. B. 

Thomas. 

Mersey Lodge, No. 360, erected December 1884 at Formby, represented by W.M. Bro. J.H. McCall. 
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Lake Lodge, No. 361, erected November 1884 at Longrord. (Owing to the death of its W.M. Bro. 

D.J. Appleyard, it remained dormant for a year prior to the erection of the new Grand Lodge. Its

I.P.M. was Worshipful Brother H. Thompson. The Lodge signified its adhesion to the new regime).

Eastern Star Lodge, No. 359, erected 6th March 1886 at Ringarooma, represented by W.M. Master, 

Bro. F. Herring. 

Rechab Lodge, No. 362, erected January 1886 at Hobart, represented by W.M. Bro. E. Ivey. 

Scottish Constitution - (District Grand Lodge inaugurated August 1885) R. Wor. Bro. P. Barrett, 

District Grand Master. 

St. Andrew Lodge, No. 591, erected 1877 at Launceston, represented by W.M. Bro. F.W. Stewart. 

Lodge of Perfect Unanimity, No. 660, erected 1881 at Launceston, represented by W.M. Bro. FJ. 

Reed. 

Concord Lodge, No. 687, erected 1882 at Latrobe, represented by W.M. Bro. J.T. Bramich. 

Dorset Lodge, No. 736, erected December 1885 at Scottsdale, represented by W.M. Bro. B.H. 

Willes. 

Robert Bums Lodge, No. 734, erected February 1886 at Beaconsfield represented by W.M. Bro. J. 

Davis. 

Inauguration 

The lodge representatives met at the Town Hall, Hobart, at 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, 26th 

June 1890, Worshipful Bro. Thos. Hogg taking the Chair of the Masonic Union. Prayers were 

offered by Bro. Rev. S. Hart, P.D.G.G. (E.C.). 

The 65 delegates present, representing 18 Lodges, then resolved "that the 

undennentioned Lodges, having agreed to aid in the formation of a Grand Lodge of Free and 

Accepted Masons of Tasmania, according to the ancient landmarks and established customs of 

Freemasonry, it is resolved that the said Grand Lodge is hereby established this 26th day of June, 

A.L. 5890, A.D. 1890, and that the Capital of the Colony shall be the seat of Masonic Government."



13 

The first Communication of Grand Lodge was opened at 11.30 a.m. on the said 26th June. 
Grand Lodge was opened and the following brethren occupied official positions: 

W.Bro. Thos. Hogg. P.D.GJ.W., as acting Grand Master;
W.Bro. P.H. Wise, P.D.G.S.W., as acting Deputy Grand Master;
W.Bro. E.O. Giblin, P.D.G.S.W., as acting Grand Senior Wardenj
W.Bro. J.F. Stump, P.D.GJ.W., as acting Grand Junior Warden;
W.Bro. Rev. W. Hart, P.D.G.C. as acting Grand Chaplain;
W.Bro. J.G. Steele, P.M., as acting Grand Secretary;
W.Bro. J. Judge, P.P.GJ.W.1 as acting Grand Senior Deacon;
W.Bro. R.S. Pink, P.M., as acting Grand Junior Deacon;
W.Bro. J.G. Davies, P.D.G.S.W. and W.Bro. L. Susman, P.D.G.S.W. as acting Grand Directors of 
Ceremonies.
W.Bro. J. Clark1 P.D.G.S.W.1 as acting Grand Pursuivant.

After the election of the Most Worshipful Grand Master, the Grand Officers and 
members of the Board of General Purposes, several resolutions were passed by the assembly, among 
which were: 

"11tat H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of England, be asked 
to become Patron of the new Grand Lodge." 

"11tat Present and Past District and Provincial Grand Officers, down to the rank of Warden, become 
members of Grand Lodge and retain their respective District and Provincial Rank and Title." 

"That the Grand Master be petitioned to confer Past Grand Rank on the following brethren, for 
long and distinguished services rendered to the Craft -

Bro. Conway, Past Provincial Graµd Master (J.C.) as Past Provinc\al Grand Master. 

Bro. F.H. Wise, Past District Grand Senior Warden (E.C.) as Past Deputy Grand Master. 

Bro. Thos. Hogg, Past District Grand Junior Warden (E.C. as Past Deputy Grand Master." 

Grand Lodge was then closed with prayer and adjourned until 3.00 p.m. 

The Installation Ceremony 

At 3.00 p.m. about 350 brethren assembled in the Hobart Town Hall. There were several 
visitors, among whom was War.Bro. Lyttleton, representing the Grand Lodge of New Zealand. 

The Acting Grand Master, Wor.Bro. Thos. Hogg and his officers entered and Grand 
Lodge was opened. The opening ode was sung by a choir of about 40 voices. 
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The following Grand Lodge representatives of Sister Australian Jurisdictions were then 

received and accorded Grand Lodge honours: 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Bro. Sir. W J, Clarke, Bart. and Grand Lodge Officers of the 

United Grand Lodge of Victoria. 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, His Excellency Lord Kintore, K.C.M.G. and Grand Lodge Officers 

of the Grand Lodge, South Australia. 

Most Worshipful Past Grand Master, Bro. Chief Justice Way of South Aust�alia. 

Most Worshipful Bro. His Excellency Lord Carrington, G.C.M.G. and Grand Lodge Officers of New 

South Wales. 

The Acting Grand Master then requested Most Worshipful Bro. Lord Carrington to act 

as Installing Grand Master and to assume the Chair. The certificate of the election of Bro. the Rev. 

RD. Poulett-Harris as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania was then read by the Acting 

Grand Secretary, Bro. Steele. 

After the Installing Grand Master had instructed the withdrawal of a deputation of eight 

Worshipful Masters for the purpose of introducing the Grand Master Elect, the procession entered 

in the following order: 

1. Two stewards

2. Two Worshipful Masters

3. The Gauntlets and Apron of the Grand Master, borne on a cushion by a Master of a

Lodge

4. The Collar and Jewel of the Grand Master, borne on a cushion by a Master of a Lodge.

S. Two Worshipful Masters

6. Bro. The Rev. Poulett-Harris, Grand Master Elect

7. Two Worshipful Masters

The Grand Master Elect was introduced by the Director of Ceremonies and conducted to

his seat. A hymn was sung and a prayer offered and the Grand Master Elect was requested to take 

the obligation. This having been done, the Installing Grand Master, addressing him, said "I hail you 

Bro. Rev. Poulett-Harris, Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania". Then 

to the brethren he said, "Brethren, behold your Grand Master". The anthem, 11Keep thy tongue 

from evil and thy lips that they speak no guile" was sung. 

The Most Worshipful Grand Master was invested and installed by other Grand Masters ..
A hymn followed and the Most Worshipful Grand Master was proclaimed in the East, West and 

South, and saluted with Grand Honours by the brethren. 
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Most Worshipful Past G.M. Bro. Chief Justice Way then addressed the Grand Master. 
The following are some extracts from that address -

" ... We need not vindicate the work which is now completed. Its lawfulness is beyond dispute and will 
be admitted by every Masonic Authority .... Never before in the Australian Colonies has a Grand 
Lodge been est'ablished with complete unanimity. You, Most Worshipful Sir, are the first Grand 
Master in these Colonies, who, on seating himself in the Chair of King Solomon, has found all the 
Lodges within the Territory submitting to his jurisdiction. The occasion is also distinguished by the 
presence of three Grand Masters, .attended by members of their Grand Lodges. For the first time in 
Australia are four ruling Grand Masters met together at the same Communication. They welcome 
the Sister Grand Lodge of Tasmania into a great hierarchy of Grand Lodges of the world. But these 
distinguished visitors bring with them associations which are dear to them and to us all. Lord 
Carrington is a Past Senior Grand Warden of England. Lord Kintore is Past Substitute Grand 
Master Mason of Scotland. Sir William Clarke holds the distinction of having been District and 
Provincial Grand Master under the three English, Scottish and Irish Constitutions in Victoria, at the 
time of the erection of the United Grand Lodge of Victoria - a situation which greatly facilitated 
that happy event. The presence of these three distinguished brethren reminds us, therefore, of the 
three venerable Constitutions to which Tasmanian Masonry will always be proud to trace its origin. 

The family title of the Most Worshipful Bro. Lord Kintore carries us back 150 years to the time 
when his renowned ancestor, the third Earl of Kintore, was successively, Grand Master Mason of 
Scotland and Grand Master of England. Your noble visitor, the present Earl, has added fresh 
Masonic distinction to an illustrious name. I refer again to Sir William Clarke to remind you of the 
twerfold setvice done by Tasmania to the Colony of Victoria. It was Tasmanian enterprise that 
accomplished the first settlement on the banks of the Yarra. In the person of Sir William Clarke, 
who was born and first saw the light of Masonry in this favoured Island, Tasmania, has given to 
Victoria a Grand Master whose character is a practical exemplification of the Masonic virtues of 
fidelity and charity. 

The presence of Lord Carrington, is for many reasons, one of the happiest events of this occasion. 
His magnetic influence was the all-important factor in bringing about Masonic unity in New South 
Wales, and if less direct, that influence was hardly less potent in the attainment of the same happy 
results in Victoria and Tasmania. This is not the occasion to speak of his public career, which has 
been .made plain to all - that a Governor, while loyal to his great trust from the Queen, may also be 
completely in sympathy with our democratic institutions. 

Probably this is the last time before he bids us farewell that our illustrious Brother will meet 
representatives of all four Constitutions assembled together in Grand Lodge. May we charge him 
with a fraternal message to our brothers on the other side of the globe. Let him tell them that, 
although the old legal bonds are dissolved, we are bound to them more firmly than ever by the 
bonds of brotherhood and that we shall never forget the benefits we have reCeived from British and 
Irish Masonry ..... " 
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Most Worshipful Bro. Wafs address was followed by similar congratulations and 
sentiments expressed by Most Worshipful Bro. the Earl of Kintore and the Most Worshipful Bro. 
Sir William Clarke. 

The Most Worshipful Bro. Poulett-Harris, in his reply, said (in part) -

" .. .I should like very much to give expression to my feelings on this occasion, but I shall be brief, as I 
should be sorry to dispel from your minds the impression created by the magnificent and exhaustive 
oration we have heard from the Past Grand Master of South Australia and also by the very kindly 
utterances we have heard from the Most Worshipful Grand Masters of South Australia and Victoria. 
I will therefore only say I am most grateful for these and other distinguished Masons who have 
honoured us with their presence. When I convey my thanks to them, I am expressing the gratitude 
of every Tasmanian Mason present. I thank you, Sir, very warmly for the great honour you do me by 
acting as Installing Grand Master. I shall have another opportunity in the course of the evening of 
expressing more freely my feelings on a variety of subjects in connection with masonry. Therefore, I 
shall simply thank the illustrious Masons and distinguished visitors, in the name of the newly 
established Grand Lodge, for their presence this day ••. " 

The Grand Master then announced the appointment of Bro. P. Barrett as Most 
Worshipful Provincial Grand Master and Bro. Dr.E.O. Giblin as Rt. Worshipful Deputy Grand 
Master. They were duly proclaimed and saluted with Grand Honours. The anthem "Great Architect 
to Thee We Raise" followed. 

The following brethren, who, according to the basis of union1 had been elected
1 
were then 

invested as Grand Officers for the year. 

Rt.Wor.Bro. G.H. Room, Grand Senior Wardenj 
Rt.War.Bro. C.E. Davies, Grand Junior Warden; 

V.Wor. Bro. Rev. S. Hart and Bro. Rev. J.W. Simmons, Grand Chaplains;
V.Wor. Bro. L. Susman, Pres. of the Board of Gen. Purposes;
V.Wor. Bro. T.H. Magrath, Grand Treasurerj
V.Wor. Bro. N.E. Le�s, Grand Registrar;
V.Wor. Bro. A.G. Steele, Grand Secretary;
V.Wor. Bro. J.H. McCall, Grand Inspector of Lodges;
Wor. Bros. Stump and W. Chambers, Grand Senior Deacons;
Wor. Bros. MacDougall and Toplis, Grand Junior Deacons;
Wor. Bro. J. Clark and Bro. McK.inlay, Grand Superintendents of Works;
Wor. Bro. EJ. Rogers, Grand Director of Ceremonies;
Wor. Bros. Sutton and Ivey, Grand Assistant Dirs, of Ceremonies;
War. Bros. Bidencope and Inglis, Grand Sword Bearers;
War. Bro . G.P. Montgomery, Grand Standard Bearer;
War. Bro. Hogg, Grand Assistant Secretary;
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Wor. Bros. C.W.S. James, Grand Pursuivant; 

Wor. Bros. J. McCall, Assistant Purs.; Wor. Bros. Beaumont, Grand Tyler; 

Wor. Bros. Digges, Dosseter, Lisbey, Richards, Fathing and A.D. White, Grand Stewards. 'I11e 

Board of General Purposes consisted of Bros. Rogers, Ivey, Thomas, Easther, Gould, Toplis, F.H. 

Wise, Roe, Judge, Stump, Home, Shearn, Willis and Morrison. 

Following the investiture of the Grand Lodge Officers, Past Grand ranks were conferred 

in accordance with the petition to the Grand Master. 

After the singing of the anthem, "Behold how good and joyful a thing it is" (Psalm 

CXXIII), Grand Lodge was closed in ample form. 

The Banquet 

In the evening, a banquet to celebrate the occasion was held in the Exhibition Building, 

attended by about 300 brethren and guests. 

The hall had been decorated with bunting, palms and other plants, with the dais reseived 

for Grand Lodge Officers and distinguished visitors. 

A string band1 stationed in the gallery, provided pleasant music, while the catering was in 

the capable hands of Mr. J. Clayden of the Telegraph Hotel, aided by Mr. A.V. Rowlands, steward 

of the Tasmanian Club. 

The Worshipful Master proposed the toasts to "the Queen and the Craft" and to "His 

Royal Highness the Prince of Wales". 

The most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New South Wales rose to 

propose the toast to the newly Installed Grand Master. He said (in part) -

N ... On me devolves the honour of proposing for the first time in Tasmania, the health of the new 

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania .. .! yield to no brother in this room in my respect 

and regard for our Grand Master and it is my privilege and pride, as Grand Master of the Grand 

Lodge of New South Wales, to propose, with all cordiality and in all fraternal unity, the health of 

one who has unanimously received suffrages of all brethren who love him so well, and who have now 

placed him on the throne of King Solomon. With all my heart, and with all cordiality and with all 

honours (although we cannot give him Lodge honours, as we are not now in Lodge) I propose to you 

the health of the Grand Master ... " 

The toast was then drunk enthusiastically with musical honours. 

In responding the Most Worshipful Grand Master said (in part) 
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... "I must say that, having arrived at the highest possible position in Freemasonry, my thoughts turn 

back to the day in 1862 when I was initiated into Freemasonry, very little supposing I should come to 

be head of the Masonic Body in Tasmania. It was not until I was upwards of 40 years of age that I 

took any interest in Masonry. In the year 1862 I acquired such a favourable impression of the Order 

as justified me in seeking admission into it. Without dwelling in detail on my Masonic career, my 

early promotion was rapid and, from the time I took the first three degrees, I felt the warmest 

possible interest in Freemasonry. I soon took a prominent place in the Craft and afterwards in the 

H.R.A., in which I also took a leading position. 

Up to 1875, all the Lodges in Tasmania, whether subject to the English, Irish or Scottish 

Constitutions, were compelled to correspond directly with their respective Grand Lodges, there 

being no District Grand Master in Tasmania. In 1875, Bro. Hammond was appointed District 

Grand Master of the Lodges under the English Constitution. He unfortunately died in 1880. 

Communication with H.R.H. the Prince of Wales resulted in my appointment as District Grand 

Master, a position I have occupied since that time. 

Various circumstances led to the expression of the wish, on the part of a large number of brethren, 

for the establishment of an independent Grand Lodge. There were circumstances which rendered it 

desirable that such a Constitution should be created after the establishment of the United Grand 

Lodges of South Australia, New South Wales and Victoria. Indeed, I may say that it became almost 

inevitable that Tasmania, though a much smaller Colony, should follow in their wake. I suppose that 

in all the Colonies where this movement has taken place, the circumstances were very much the same 

as they were in this Colony. In the first place, there were those who were eager for it, and in the 

second place, there were those who, while not agreeing wholly with it, were willing to accept it if it 

promised to be for the good of Freemasonry. Then, in the third place, there were those who were 

hostile to the movement and who, even now it is accomplished, still stand aloof. I do :not blame 

them for upholding their convictions. I know there were some brethren in the ceremony today who 

were not quite reconciled to the change. It was a long time before I was able to reconcile myself to 

it, for my feelings of attachment to the old country are very strong. I hope, however, that those who 

have been antagonistic to the movement will find their feelings and standpoint a good deal modified, 

when they hear such illustrious Masons as those on my right hand and on my left - a Past Grand 

Warden of the Grand Lodge of England and a Substitute Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 

Scotland, acknowledging the establishment of Grand Lodges in the Australasian Colonies as being 

the wisest thing and most favourable to the interests of Freemasonry. 

There was so much undue competition among the Lodges in this Colony owing to jealousies of rival 

Constitutions, that it frequently Jed to a line of action quite inconsistent with the true spirit of 

Masonry. It was because of this that I was induced to take the step I did. I will not say much more. 

I feel intensely grateful for the unanimity with which I have been placed in this position. I must ask 

you to support me. The principles of Freemasonry tend to brotherly Jove and unanimity. After all, 

Freemasonry is like other things, there are few members who put all its principles into effect. It 

would be a glorious world if all men were Freemasons and acted upon the principles· of 

Freemasonry. Masons, however, are but human. What I ask of you all is, that when we come to put 



19 

things in train for the future existence of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania, you will dispel all hostilities 

and all prejudices between those who have been of different Constitutions in the past, and will co

operate with me. You know my position is a conciliatory one and I trust we shall be able to be 

conciliatory to one anoth"er. If you will support me, then I know I need have no apprehension at 

having assisted in canying out the creation of this Grand Lodge. 

I now have a very pleasant duty to discharge before I sit down. That is to ask you to unite with me in 

honouring the next toast on the list - namely that of the Most Worshipful Installing Grand Master ... " 

The most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New South Wales responded 

at length to the toast. He congratulated the Most Worshipful Grand Master on the happy events of 

the day. It seemed to him a happy augury of a closer connection, if possible, with Masons of the 

Mother Country. Had the establishment of a Grand Lodge in Tasmania involved any danger of 

separation with England, he felt sure not one brother in the room would have had anything to do 

with it. It was a happy thing for him that night to see the unanimity of the brethren and to think 

how times had changed since five years previously, when he first landed in New South Wales. At that 

time the differences in their ranks in that Colony were serious indeed. Among the first body of loyal 

citizens who presented him with an address were members of the Grand Lodge of New South Wales 

-unfortunately an unrecognised body. Although he had received their loyal address with pride and

gratitude, because of the unhappy circumstances to which he had alluded, he could only receive it as

the Governor, notwithstanding that those who presented it were as true and loyal Masons as himself.

He had been entrusted with a command from the Prince of Wales, to do all he could to 

heal the unhappy breach that existed. Twelve months later at a banquet hall in honour of the 

Queen's Jubilee by Masons under the English and Scottish Constitutions, he ventured to express the 

hope that in some way, legally and constitutionally, union among the Masons might be effected. The 

enthusiasms with which his remark had been received showed him very plainly how true and loyal 

was the desire of the District Grand Lodge for union, and he was assured that the same feelings 

existed in the Grand Lodge of New South Wales. 

Toe Union of the Grand Lodge of New South Wales was established in 1888. The United 

Grand Lodge of Victoria was established in 1889, headed by Sir William J. Clarke, as Grand Master. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Lord Carrington continued thus -

" ... .And now today we celebrate the happy union of the Tasmanian lodges. We have obtained 

recognition from the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland and Scotland. As well stated by Lord 

Carnarvon on 5th December 18881 when, on behalf of the Prince of Wales, he moved that the United 

Grand Lodge of England, do recognise the Grand Lodge of New South Wales - 'we follow the 

Analogy of Imperial Administration in this matter. Self-government has been freely and fully 

accorded to these great self-governing communities. They have paid it back with feelings of 

affection and loyalty towards the Mother Country, and in the same way, we are bound to give freely 

and generously, the powers of self-government in Masonic matters to our Masonic brethren at the 
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other end of the world. 'Most Worshipful Sir, I congratulate you and the brethren on this auspicious 

occasion. I pray that the Great Architect of the Universe may bless and direct the Counsels of your 

Grand Lodge and keep its workings in its purest and simplest forms." 

On Friday, 27th June, a Ball was held, under the auspices of the Crart, at the Town Hall, Hobart. 

His Excellency the Governor, Sir R.G. Hamilton and Lady Hamilton, accompanied by Lord 

Carrington, Chief Justice Way and Sir Wm. J. Clarke were present during the evening. 
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3. Our First Two Grand Masters

Most Worshipful Bro. the Rev. Richard Deodatus Poulett•Harris, MA.1 was born on 26th

October 1817, at Sydney Island off Cape Breton, his father being at that time a Captain in the 60th 

Rifles, then stationed in that place. He received an English education at the Manchester Free 

Grammar School, where he won a valuable exhibition. He followed this by graduating at Trinity 

College, Cambridge, with high honours, and was appointed Vice•Principal of Huddersfield College. 

Shortly afterwards be received his ordination and accepted a curacy at Manchester. In 1849 he was 

appointed Classical Master at Blackheath Proprietary School. After holding this for seven years he 

was appointed to the Headmastership and Rectorship of the Hobart High School in Tasmania. He 

held this position until.1885, when he retired. Thereafter he resided on his property at Peppermint 

Bay. 

During the course of his Rectorship, the Hobart High School attained a reputation equal 

to that of the best Grammar Schools in Australasia. Many leading men of the Colony were at one 

time his pupils, and distinguished former pupils were to be found in neighbouring Colonies. In the 

later years of his Rectorship he taught many sons of former pupils, thus having a share in shaping 

the careers of two generations of Tasmanians. Throughout he retained the warm affection of all his 

pupils. 

One of the first problems that the Grand Master faced related to the numbering of 

lodges. 

The numbers allotted to Tasmanian Lodges by the Most Worshiprul Grand Master and 

announced at the Communication held at Hobart on 29th January 1891 were: 

Tasmanian Operative, Hobart (1834) 1 

St John's, Launceston (1842) 2 

Tasmanian Union, Hobart (1844) 3 

Lodge of Hope, Launceston (1852) 4 

Pacific, Hobart (1860) 5 

St Andrew, Launceston (1876) 6 

Peace, Hamilton-on-Forth (1879) 7 

Pembroke, George Town 1881 8 

Perfect Unanimity, Launceston (1881) 9 

Concord, Latrobe (1882) 10 

St George's, Beaconsfield (1884) 11 

Meander, Deloraine (1884) 12 

Lord Wolseley, Launceston (1884) 13 

Eastern Star, Ringarooma (1886) 14 

Rechab, Hobart (1886) 15 

Robert Bums, Beaconsfield (1886) 16 

Dorset, Scottsdale (1885) 17 



Poulet!, Wynyard (1887) 

United Services, Launceston (1888) 
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At the same time the Most Worshipful Grand Master reported that a new lodge had been 

established at Mount Zeehan (No.20). 

The Rt.War.Deputy Grand Master and several members of Grand Lodge had undertaken 

the arduous journey with him. The first Worshipful Master of Mt Zeehan Lodge was War.Bro. J.M. 

Haslet. 

There were many initial difficulties for the new Grand Lodge to overcome A no funds, no 

constitution and no official regalia. 

The constitution was agreed to at the first Annual Communication held in Hobart on 28th 

January 1892. (The first meeting of Grand Lodge had been held in the depth of winter and it had 

been agreed that the Annual Meeting and Election of Officers should be held in the more congenial 

month of January. 

Most Worshipful Bro. the Rev. RD. Poulett-Harris was re-elected Grand Master. In tum 

he appointed Most Worshipful Bro. E.O.Giblin as Deputy Grand Master Rt. Worshipful Bro. C.E. 

Davies was elected Grand Senior Warden and Rt. Worshipful Bro. W .A. MacDougalt
1 Grand Junior 

Warden. 

By July 1892, the Books of Constitution had been published and distributed and a number 

of Lodges had adopted By-Laws in accordance with the new Constitution. It was hoped that the 

remaining Lodges would also do so as soon as possible. 

Brethren residing in Launceston brought under the notice of Grand Lodge the necessity 

of uniformity in ritual working in lodges. The Board opposed the publication of any working for the 

jurisdiction and recommended regular attendance at Lodges of Instruction where practicable and 

conformity to instructions of Inspectors of Lodges who were authorised to enforce adherence to a 

"well-known and regular standard". 

The Second Annual Communication was held at the Masonic Hall, Launceston, on 

Wednesday, 18th January 1893. The most notable events of the year had been the opening and 

consecration of the new Masonic Hall for Lodge Concord, No.10, at Latrobe on 15th September 

1892. Also the laying of the foundation st�ne of the Cottage Hospital at Beaconsfield, with Masonic 

honours, on 29th Septei:nber, by Most Worshipful Bro. H. Conway. Mersey Lodge, No.21, was re

opened, with Worshipful Bro. W. Aikenhead1 P.M. as Worshipful Master. There was also the 

opening of Lord Carrington Lodge (No.22.) at Fingal. 
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No further steps bad been taken to secure regalia for Grand Lodge Officers, the cost of 

which was, at that time, beyond the means of Grand Lodge. It was recommended that as soon as 

possible, portions would be secured for those Officers for whom regalia from the former District 

Grand Lodge, E.C., was not available. 

The Board regretted that all steps to obtain recognition of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania 

by the Grand Lodge of Scotland had been unavailing. Private steps were being taken by Rt. 

Worshipful Bro. Giblin, and the President of the Board of General Purposes to communicate with 

the headquarters in Edinburgh. 

The question of publication of a ritual for the working of Lodges was opposed by the 

Board. The matter would be reviewed when the three sister Colonial Constitutions had completed 

their rituals and the Grand Lodge of Tasmania was in a position to make comparisons. This was 

expected to be in about two months. 

The President of the Board expressed the feelings of all Masons throughout the Colony 

when he said it was regretted that, on account of failing health the Most Worshipful Grand Master, 

Bro. the Rev. RD. Poulett-Harris had found it necessary to signify his wish not to be nominated for 

the high office he had occupied since the inauguration of Grand Lodge. 

Under his guidance the Grand Lodge of Tasmania had made a promising start. 

Rt.Worshipful. Bro. E.O. Giblin, was duly elected as the second Grand Master of the 

Grand Lodge of Tasmania. 

The retiring Grand Master, Most Worshipful Bro. Rev. Poulett-Harris, in addressing the 

gathering, said Most Worshipful Bro. Dr. Giblin had earned his high position by the excellent work 

he had done for the Craft during the whole of his Masonic career. As a student in England, he had 

the opportunity of observing the working of the best London Lodges and had the privilege of 

associating with some of the m�st eminent English Masons. His experience proved of great 

assistance to Colonial Masons. When he joined the Tasmanian Union Lodge, E.C., he was seen to 

be pre-eminently suited to the position of Lecture Master of the Hobart Lodge of Instruction and in 

that capacity, greatly improved the quality of working of the Lodges in Hobart. When he found it 

inconvenient to retain that office, he saw to it that others were trained to continue the work he had 

begun, until efficiency had become the rule of all the Hobart Lodges, rather than the exception that 

it was once. 

As Deputy Grand Master, Bro. Giblin did such excellent work that he was the natural 

choice for election to Grand Master, when he (Most Worshipful Bro. Poulett-Harris) should retire. 

He said he wished to thank the Brethren for the affectionate support he always had from them and 

he had not one unpleasant recollection in connection with his conduct of the Masonic Brotherhood. 

He specially mentioned the Grand Secretary, Very Rev. Bro. Steele for his assistance and support. 

The peculiar circumstances which had given the Colony a northern as well as a southern capital, 
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rendered it necessary and most advantageous to have a Provincial Grand Master willing and able to 
perform many duties which normally would devolve on the Grand Master and he could not express 
sufficiently his gratitude, in this regard, to Most Worshipful Bro. Barrett. In retiring from his office 
Most Worshipful Bro. Barrett had the satisfaction of knowing that his successor, Rt. Worshipful 
Bro. J.H. Room., would work to secure the peace, unity and harmony of the Grand Lodge of 
Tasmania. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Giblin in his first address as Grand Master said, as a Tasmanian 
born Mason, he keenly appreciated the great honour conferred on him, it being the unanimous 
verdict of the leaders of the Craft throughout the jurisdiction. It was gratifying to himself when he 
remembered how many worthy Masons there were who had the competency, high attainments and 

proven zeal to cany out the duties of the office. He was, however, sad that his selection became 

necessary because growing years and loss of vigour had compelled their Most Worshipful Grand 

Master Bro. Poulett-Harris1 to withdraw from the active duties of the office which he had so worthily 

carried out during the previous two and a half years. He echoed the sentiments of all the Brethren 

throughout Tasmania in saying that they were all deeply gratified to him for the time and energy 
which he had given to Freemasonry and for his readiness to undertake journeys attended with much 
discomfort, and at times, with danger, to carry out the duties of his office. 

On the occasion when he was ceasing to take an active part in Masonry, and especially in 
Grand Lodge, they could not but go back in remembrance when the unanimous voice of the Craft 

called him to the position of Grand Master, at the establishment of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania in 

1890. He had no hesitation in affirming that the initial difficulties encountered in the amalgamation 

were minimised and overcome by his great abilities of leadership and his acceptance by all sections 

of the Craft as one whom they could follow with all confidence and to whom they could 

unquestionably transfer their allegiance. The special aspect about the establishment of the Grand 

Lodge was the unanimity which characterised the proceedingsj a unanimity which did not obtain 

under similar circumstances elsewhere. That unanimity was largely due to the good sense of the 

Brethren, inspired by the confidence which all sections of the Craft reposed in their Grand Master. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Poulett-Harris' presence was gratifying to him personally. Twice before he 

had received at his hand the benefit of installation - once as the Master of a Craft Lodge and once as 
First Principal of a Chapter. And he had conferred on him the further honour of performing the 
Installation Ceremony in the Grand Lodge. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Giblin went on to say that over the past fifteen years the work he 

had done for Freemasonry had been a labour of love that had been rendered doubly pleasurable by 

the cordial good feeling that had always existed between himself and all those with whom he had 

worked - whether as Master of Union Lodge, as Lecture Master of the Lodge of Instruction, as 

Principal of a Chapter, as Master of a Mark Lodge, and later as Deputy Grand Master. He was all 
too conscious of the engrossing nature of the engagements, professional and othetwise, which lay 

ahead of him, and the many demands which the proper fulfilment of the office must make on his 

time, his judgment and his energy. To the Brethren, he said their Obligation would remind them 
that they were bound in all honour and fraternal feeling to accord him every assistance in their 
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power. He looked to them for that sympathy and support which he felt he would not claim in vain, 
and without which he could not venture to assume the Government of Grand Lodge. 

He had no misgivings as to the future prosperity and usefulness of the Grand Lodge of 
Tasmania if one and all kept in mind and acted according to the fundamental principles of the Order 
- Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. Let them not regard those familiar words as mere empty
phrasesj but rather kindle in their hearts real and genuine regard for one another. In alt their
Masonic transactions, credit each other with best intentions, and while not palliating nor aggravating
the offences of a Brother, to judge with candour, admonish with friendship and reprehend with
mercy. "To do good and distributen should be their motto, remembering that Masonry· 8fforded
them another opportunity for giving, not getting; for aiding the needy and relieving the afflicted, and
not for benefiting themselves. Animated by those sentiments, and by brotherly love and all that it
implied, the members of Grand Lodge would indeed be united in a happy fraternity. It was their
privilege and their duty to transmit through the present to the future the glorious traditions of a

brilliant Masonic past. May they be transmitted by Grand Lodge, pure and unsullied, throughout all
succeeding generations.

A new feature of Grand Lodge reported at Most Wor.Bro. Giblin's first Communications, 
one which promised to be of great utility, was the periodic meeting of the Board members, residing 
in Launceston, under the guidance of the Most Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, to discuss 
questions of interest to the Craft, and put forward suggestions of assistance to the Board. This 
entailed extra work for the Deputy Grand Secretary and the Board recommended that his seivices 
be recognised by voting him a gratuity. 

The most Worshipful Grand Master, in his address, alluded to the prevailing economic 
depression and said that he did not expect any material addition to the number of Lodges or an 
increase in membership. He paid tribute to those members who had travelled to meetings from 
considerable distances. He thanked the Provincial Grand Master for his assistance in performing 
installations and for presiding at meetings of northern members of the Board of General Purposes. 
He further recommended the favourable consideration of the Brethren throughout the Jurisdiction, 
to the establishment of a Board of Benevolence. He mentioned the active interest and work 
performed towards this goal by the Past Deputy Grand Master Bro. Leo Susman. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Giblin was re-elected Grand Master in January 1894, and Most 
Worshipful Bro. J.H. Room appointed Provincial Grand Master and Rt. Worshipful Bro. C.E. 
Davies, Deputy Grand Master. 

The Grand Master mentioned that a dispensation for a public Lodge of Sorrow had been 
granted to Tasmanian Operative Lodge, for the late Bro. P.M. Beaumont, Grand Tyler, in 
commemoration of his long Masonic career. He deprecated the practice of holding public di?plays 
of Masonry, but felt, in this case, that the dispensation was justified. 
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He referred to the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania by the Grand of 
Scotland, an event that had been anxiously awaited. 

'I11e Grand Master, in his address to the Brethren, referred to the large volume of 
arduous work that had been completed during the evening and expressed his feeling that the clouds 

that "had of late obscured the brightness of outlook" would now be removed and that standing 

shoulder to shoulder and working for the interests of the Craft they would safely meet any 
dissension and trouble that might arise. Now that the work of the past two months - some of which 
had been troublous and unpleasant - had been successfully put behind them, Grand Lodge would 

emerge to carry on efficiently the Work entrusted to it. 

The next half-yearly Communication at Hobart on Thursday, 26th July 1894 �s marked 

by the sad necessity of dealing with the Grand Secretary, Bro. J.G. Steele, in the severest way 

possible masonically, for un-masonic conduct. Bro. Steele had been Grand Secretary at the 

inauguration of the new Grand Lodge. 

Before closing this Communication, the Most Worshipful Grand Master expressed his 

pleasure at seeing the Provincial Grand Master and so many Brethren at the meeting. He thanked 

Most Worshipful Bro. Room for accepting the office and for the manner in which he had carried on 

the work in the northern district. He also thanked Deputy Grand Master C.E. Davies for his work 

in visiting Lodges. He sa�d that in many ways the past six months had not been a bed of roses, but 

he felt that Masonry in Tasmania would now recover from the heavy blow it had been dealt and 

would rise again to even higher prosperity in the future than it had enjoyed in the past. 

He asked all Brethren to ever remember and act upon their noble motto of Brotherly 

Love, Relief and Truth. 

Finally, he referred to the good work performed by the newly-elected Grand Secretary, 

Worshipful Bro. John Hamilton, whose appointment had been received with satisfaction throughout 

the Jurisdiction. 

The Fourth Annual Communication was held at the Freemasons' Hall Launceston1 on 

Thursday, 31st Januaty 1895. 

Grand Lodge was opened in ample form with prayer. The Roll of Lodges was called and 

representatives of seventeen out of a total of twenty-two Lodges answered. 

The President of the Board of General Purposes, Very Worshipful Bro. E.J. Rogers 

reported that since the last Annual Communication twenty meetings of the Board had been held 

with good average attendances. The northern members had held twelve meetings, also with good 

attendances. 
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Numerous constitutional questions had been dealt with and rulings had been given - some 

on matters of important precedents. The decisions of the Board had met with approval and no 

appeals against any had been made to Grand Lodge. 

One particular subject dealt with was the amalgamation of the St. George Lodge and the 

Robert Burns Lodge at Beaconsfield. This was successfully effected on 10th October 1894. 

A decision was made to establish a Masonic Library and the Tasmanian Union Lodge 

generously transferred their collection of volumes as a nucleus, Contribution of books were also 

promised from several Brethren. 

The President also reported on the harmonious working of the various Lodges 

throughout the Jurisdiction. He expressed pleasure in the zeal and ability brought to bear on his 

duties by Very Worshipful Bro. John Hamilton and recommended his re-election on a salary of 

100 per annum. 

Grand Inspectors of Lodges reported that since the adoption of one uniform working of 

Ritual, there had been a great improvement shown in the Lodges generally. 

It was resolved that for the year 1895, the Board of General Purposes collect only half 

fees set forth in Rule 187. 

Most Worshipful Bro. E.O. Giblin was re-elected unopposed and duly installed as Grand 

Master. Rt. Worshipful Bro. C.E. Davies was appointed Provincial Grand Master and Rt. 

Worshipful Bro. WA. MacDougall as Deputy Grand Master. 

In his address the Grand Master referred to the effect the great depression had had on 

the Lodges, both numerically and financially. He was pleased to note that accompanying reduced 

incomes of Lodges had come the general resolve to avoid all unnecessary expenditure such as costly 

installation banquets and less social amenities to conserve funds. 

He said that the successful and happy amalgamation of the two Lodges formerly working 

at Beaconsfield was noteworthy. He thought that perhaps some other such amalgamations should 

receive serious consideration in the interests of security and efficiency. 

He regretted that there had been no practical result from the proposal to establish a 

Benevolent Fund. He was mindful of the good work performed by Benevolent Funds in other parts 

of the Jurisdiction in relieving distress, but as a Grand Lodge that important question must be 

considered. 

During the half-year to 30th June 1895, Emu Lodge, No.23, at Burnie was duly constituted 

and dedicated, Bro. Thos. J, Crisp, P.M. being the first Worshipful Master. Reports on Lodges 

indicated harmonious working throughout the Jurisdiction. 
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The Board of General Purposes had taken the initial steps to establish a M�sonic Library. 
Some contributions of literature had been received and an appeal was made to the Brethren for 
further donations. There was a large number of such works in the possession of old Masons or their 
families and he hoped that the appeal would result in securing some of them for the Library. 

The death in office of the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Bro. E.O.Giblin, occurred on 
27th December 1895 and a Special Communication was called for Monday, 20th Jan�ary 1890, for 
the purpose of considering a successor. The meeting was held at the Freemasons' Hall, Hobart, at 
7.30 p.m., the Provincial Grand Master, Most Worshipful Bro. C.E. Davies presiding. 

The Provincial Grand Master referred in feeling terms to the late Grand Master and said 
that all Lodges in the Jurisdiction had been ordered into mourning for three months. A Lodge of 
Sorrow had been arranged for the following evening. Also several private Lodges of Sorrow had 
been arranged. He said, however, that these were but faint outward expressions of the grief felt by 
the Fraternity at their great Joss. 

Telegrams of sympathy were received from all sister Grand Lodges of Australia and New 
Zealand. 

Owing to the fact that the Annual Communication was due to be held on 30th January 
1896, on the advice of the Grand Registrar, no further action was necessary, and the Government of 
the Grand Lodge of Tasmania was left in the hands of the Provincial Grand Master. 

The Annual Communication of Grand Lodge, held at the Masonic Hall, Hobart, on 
Thursday, 30th January 1896: 

Most Worshipful Bro. Peter Barrett, Past Provincial Grand Master, was announced and 
received with Grand Honours. 

The President of the Board of General Purposes, Very Worshipful Bro. E.J. Rogers 
advised that United Seivice Lodge No. 19 had ceased working and had returned its Charter. He 
pointed out that the Lodge had been founded in 1888 with mem�ership restricted to members of the 
Defence Force of Tasmania. 

He mentioned the heavy loss sustained by Mersey Lodge No.21, by the destruction of its 
furniture and regalia in a fire at the Giblin Memorial Hall, West Devenport. He impressed on all 
Lodges, the necessity of insuring their property. In referring to the sad calamity that had befallen 
the Fraternity in Tasmania in the sudden death at the early age of 46, of their esteemed Grand 
Master, Dr. E.O. Giblin, M.D., the President mentioned that the Lodge of Sorrow, held at Hobart 
on 21st January presided over by the Provincial Grand Master, was restricted to members of the 
Fraternity. At a similar Lodge held at Launceston on 24th January, members of the public were 
included. 
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4. Our Longest Setving Grand-Master Begins his Reign

Most Worshipful Brother Charles Ellis Davies was installed as Grand Master of the

Grand Lodge of Tasmania on 30th January, 1896. 

Most worshipful Bro. Sir William J, Clarke, himself Tasmanian born and a Tasmanian 

made mason, Grand Master of Victoria, gave the address to the Grand Master. After alluding to 

the happy inauguration of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania and the long and perilous voyages to 

Tasmania of the Grand Masters of New South Wales and South Australia he gave some interesting 

particulars of the Grand Lodge of Victoria and its Masonic Benevolent Fund and the good work it 

was doing. He extended to the Grand Master, the good wishes of the Grand Lodge of Victoria. 

The Most Worshipful Grand Master then addressed the Brethren: 

Referring to the latest step in his Masonic career, conferring as it did such distinction and 

honour, he was painfully reminded of the terribly sad circumstances that had led to his preferment. 

Only those who were cognisant of the cordiality and relationship between their late lamented Grand 

Master and himself could understand his feelings on the present occasion. To him he owed 

whatever success and distinction he had attained in the Masonic World. The Grand Master went on 

to say he had been initiated in the Tasmanian Union Lodge No. 536, E.C., at the opening of the 

Masonic Hall in Hobart on 9th September 1874, with four others and eventually had been admitted 

to the full privileges of a M.M. His interest had begun to wane and smoulder. It was in 1882 that 

Bro. Giblin induced him to take a more active interest in Masonry and he was invested with a S.D.'s 

collar. At the same time Bro. Giblin was installed as Worshipful Master. That point marked the era 

of his renewed interest and a new life and spirit was infused into his Masonic work. On Bro. Giblin 

being re-elected as Worshipful Master in 1883, he was appointed Junior Warden. In the following 

year he became Worshipful Master of his Mother Lodge and was re..elected in 1885. In 1887 he 

again occupied the Master's Chair. During his Mastership he was privileged to introduce and 

initiate over 50 members into the Lodge and to see it prosper. 

With Bro. Giblin, they had together begun working zealously in RA. Masonry, in which 

he was exalted in 1877. In 1886 Bro. Giblin became 3rd Principal and himself F.S. They followed 

each other step by step until he succeeded him as 1st Principal in 1890, a position he occupied 

through troublous times until the English Chapter was closed and a Scottish Chapter established on 

24th September, 1891, under a Working Order. 

Bro. Giblin, very ably, held the position of Lecture Master and after vacating those duties, 

he took over his mantle for the next three years. 

On the formation of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania Bro. Giblin was honoured with the 

appointment of Deputy Grand Master. 
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When most Worshipful Bro. R.D. Poulett-Harris retired, Bro. Giblin was duly installed as 

Grand Master and he became his Deputy for two years. In 1895 he was appointed his Provincial 

Grand Master. The Brethren would therefore appreciate why he so keenly felt his position, after so 

many happy years of endeavour together. Associated as they were for nearly 15 years in Masonic 

work and closely connected in everyday life, it would be readily conceded why he recognised and 

valued his sterling worth and why he felt such pride in working for and with him. He said it was a 

melancholy pleasure to hear his praises sounded and to know that the memory of their departed 

friend and brother would be cherished by them all. 

Fortified by the advice and assistance of the Provincial Grand Master, Bro. Room and his 

own brother, Bro. John G. Davies, the Deputy Grand Master and the other Grand Lodge Officers1 

they would strive together to promote the welfare of the Institution of which they were so proud. 

Concerning the guiding principles of Freemasonry he quoted to the Brethren the words of 

another highly distinguished Freemason. 

" ... That our Institution may not be brought into disrepute, nor its beautiful 

lessons disregarded, we must guard well our portals and be cautious with the 

ballot, that none may knowingly enter our ranks who are not moral and upright 

before God, and of good repute before the world. When our efforts tend to 

upbuild and elevate Masonry, and extend its influences; when we bear one 

anothets burdens
1 cheer the saddened ones1 encourage the unfortunate and 

regulate our passions, the morale of the Fraternity will be all that we desire ... " 

At the communication of 30th July 1896 the Most Worshipful Grand Master said that 

although nothing of moment had occurred to interfere with the even course of Grand Lodge affairs 

during the past six months, more sanguine and brighter reports had been received from- private 

Lodges which must beneficially affect the Craft in Tasmania. 

He mentioned that he expected something to be done shortly, whereby Officers of Grand 

Lodge would be properly clothed. It had been disappointing to many Officers that regalia was not 

provided for them. He hoped the defect would be remedied before the next Annual 

Communication. 

The Sixth Annual Communication was held at Launceston on 28th January 1897. At this 

meeting there was a fairly good attendance of Grand Lodge Officers and representatives of 

seventeen Lodges answered the Roll-call. 

It was reported that the Mersey Lodge, No.21, which lost its furniture and regalia in the 

fire at the Giblin Memorial Hall in 1895, had received in trust, a quantity of furniture etc. belonging 

to the defunct Eastern Star Lodge. 
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From reports of Grand Inspectors of Lodges, it was noted that a big improvement had 
been made in the quality of the workings of Lodges, but it was evident that they did not all work 
from the same Ritual. Compilation of an Official Ritual was urgently required. 

The election of Grand Master proceeded and there being no other nomination, Most 
Worshipful Bro. C.E. Davies was unanimously elected. The Grand Installation Ceremony was 
carried out by Most Worshipful Bro. Peter Barrett, Past Grand Master. 

Among the official visitors was Most Worshipful Bro. Chief Justice S.J. Way, Grand 
Master of South Australia. Most Worshipful Bro. Way delivered the address to the Grand Master. 
He said it gave him great pleasure to be the first member of any other Grand Lodge to present 
congratulations and complimented the Brethren on having a Grand Master, such as Most 
Worshipful Bro. Davies to rule over them. He felt satisfaction that he had taken a small part in the 
Ceremony when there were no less than four Grand Masters present. He had witnessed history 
being made in Freemasonry in Tasmania with considerable interest. He spoke of the services of 
their first Grand Master, the Rev. Poulett-Harris and trusted that he might be spared to enjoy his 
well.earned retirement, and the love of the Brethren, wherever he was known. He had witnessed the 
rise of their late lamented Grand Master Bro. Giblin and then the universal sorrow at his death. 
Speaking of his own Colony, he said that in common with every part of Australia, they had passed 
through a period of depression, during which time they had not expected the Craft to increase much 
numerically. They had in their Jurisdiction a modest 41 Lodges and 2281 members. There was one 
feature, however, in which they took a modest pride. At the close of the Earl of Kintore's career as 
Grand Master and his own accession to the Chair, the trustees of the building in which they 
conducted their Masonic affairs announced that the building, together with its not inconsiderable 
rental income, had been made a New Year Gift to the Craft and that henceforth all such revenue 
would be devoted to benevolence. 

In the Lodges he had visited he had found a delightful attention and accuracy in 
performances of the Ritual. He attributed this to the spirit of care and reverence attending the 
labours of those who· were responsible for the revision of their Ritual. He congratulated the 
Brethren of Tasmania on a point which had ascendancy over all other Grand Lodges in Australia. In 
New South Wales and Victoria and South Australia, the Masonic Union was not absolutely 
complete, for in each of those places, Lodges existed which had not thrown in their lot with the local 
Grand Lodges. Tasmania occupied the van and was in the happy position of having all the Lodges in 
the territory under one Grand Lodge. 

In conclusion he said he trusted Tasmania would stand forth with all its lustre among the 
other Grand Lodges in witnessing and manifesting the great Masonic virtues of brotherly love, relief 
and truth. 

After the Installation of the Grand Master by the Most Worshipful Bro. Peter Barrett, 
Most Worshipful Bro. Davies announced the appointment of Most Worshipful Bro. Barrett as 
Provincial Grand Master and Rt. Worshipful Bro. J.G. Davies as Deputy Grand Master. 
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Addressing the Brethren, the Grand Master said that when entering upon the 
responsibilities of the Office, he had sought their support and sympathy in the unexpected and trying 
position he had to face. Their kindness and consideration had enabled him to discharge his duties 
with some degree of satisfaction to the Brethren, to himself and to the advantage of the Grand 
Lodge of Tasmania. It was gratifying to him to have had the support of Most Worshipful Bro. 

Room as Provincial Grand Master � and indeed all Grand Lodge Officers � in all his efforts to 
uphold the dignity and promote the interests of Grand Lodge. 

On 27th January 1898 the Grand Secretary reported that the efforts of the Grand Lodge 
of Tasmania to further the usefulness and uphold the dignity of freemasonry had been recognised 
and appreciated by a competent authority in a review published in the London "Freemason". A 
letter had been received from His Excellency the Governor, Lord Gormanston, enclosing a copy of a 
letter from the Secretaiy of State for the Colonies, acknowledging the Joint Address to Her Majesty 
the Queen from the Grand Lodges of Australasia on the occasion of the attainment of her Diamond 
Jubilee. Her Majesty conveyed her grateful thanks and appreciation of " ... such united 
manifestations of devotion and affection ... ". 

After completion of the Installation and Investiture proceedings, on 27th January 1898, 
presentation of the Giblin Memorial Banner was made. Very Worshipful Bro. E.J. Rogers attended 
by the Grand Sword Bearer (Bro. W.O. Wise) advanced towards the dais canying the Banner. He 
said, 

" ... Most Worshipful Grand Master, as you are aware, the very general desire 
expressed that some more permanent memorial should be established to the 
memoiy of the late esteemed Grand Master, Most Worshipful Bro. Dr. 
Edward Owen Giblin, resulted in a shilling subscription being opened among 
Freemasons throughout the Jurisdiction. The precise manner to which the 
fund thus raised should be expended was not settled without much 
consideration, but it was ultimately decided to procure a Giblin Memorial 
Banner and present it to Grand Lodge. 

A tasteful design was submitted by the Honorary Secretary of the 
Gentlewomens' Work Guild of Hobart. This was approved and the work was 
carried out to the satisfaction of the Board. On behalf of the subscribers to 
this Memorial, i ask that the presentation be accepted. It is satisfactoiy to 
know that the work has been performed in our own Colony, in a style that 

bears favourable comparison with the work of the art schools in England ... ". 

In accepting the presentation, the Grand Master said he considered the form of the 
Memorial was far more preferable to any monument in cold stone, and it also had the advantage 
that it could be taken to various parts of the Colony when the Grand Master was making an official 
visit and so be seen by all who had contributed to it. 
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(" ... The Banner is in the form of a shield and is of rich corded silk of 

magnificent royal blue. On this has been embroidered in gold, the Grand 

Masters' Chain and Jewel. The nine stars of the chain are divided by links 

formed of the monogram 'G.L.F.' and the chain is ended by delicately shaded 

blue bows of silk embroidery. The jewel is depicted in gold, suspended from 

the centre of the chain. It consists of the Compasses set at an angle of 45 , on 

an arch and square in pale silk with enamel in gold divisions. The space within 

the compasses is filled with a radiating eye. The centre ornament of the 

Banner is the symbol of crossed triangles with a radiated sun, and at the top 

comers are the .masters' levels. The inscription on the Banner, in letters of

thirteenth century style is embroidered in scarlet, gold and pale blue. It reads 

'Memorial Banner E.O. Giblin, Grand Master, T.C., died December 27th, 

MDCCCXCV'. Long sprays of wattle, with interlaced branches, fill the spaces 

left by the symbols and lettering. These are embroidered in gold, relieved by a 

suggestion of green leaves. A very handsome gold fringe hangs from the 

bottom of the Banner and the top and sides are finished with gold cord. 111is is 

also used to suspend the Banner from its pole and ends in gold tassels. The 

pole is of Tasmanian blackwood, with brass finials and brass bands at the 

places where it is made capable of being divided into three picces11
.) 

The Grand Master in his address, observed that Freemasonry throughout Tasmania was 

on a finn and healthy basis. Reports from the Lodges, endorsed by Grand Lodge Officers and 

visiting Brethren, led him to hope that the period of depression, which had for so long 

overshadowed them and prevented any marked progress being made, was gradually being dissipated, 

and they looked with pleasant anticipation to greater improvements and renewed vigour. A 

chronicle of events since the Communication of the previous July must include the affinnation of 

action taken on the report of the Board of Benevolence and the ratifying of the appointment of 

Worshipful Bro. Israel as President of the Board. The difficulties, which at one time seemed to 

surround the fulfilment of the proposal to obtain consent to the handing over of local Benevolent 

Funds to Grand Lodge, had been happily overcome and the various amounts from those funds had 

been placed in Trust in the hands of the Grand Master, Grand Secretary and the President of the 

Board of Benevolence, the interest from which will be regularly credited to the Board. However, 

their work had only been partially done. Lodge contributions and outside contributions would 

augment the Fund. Also, many Brethren, individually, had been pleased to prove their love for the 

Order, by contributing to the Fund. They were but sowing the seeds for others to reap. The little 

they could do for Masonic charity was nothing to what they desired should be attempted, given 

sufficient means at their disposal. In future years it was hoped that their resources would be 

materially augmented and that some of the excellent Masonic works of which they were laying 

foundations would be erected. 
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In speaking of the several Lodge Installations he had attended, he included his visit to 

Peace Lodge at Leith where he Installed the Rt. Hon. Bro. Sir E. Braddon as Worshipful Master. 

At the Communication of January 1899 the Grand Secretary said that among some of the 

rulings given by Grand Lodge during the previous six months one referred to a member of a well� 

known and respected family who had been absent from Tasmania for several years, and on returning 

desired to enter the Fraternity. Although he had not been a resident in the Colony for the required 

six months prior to his candidature, it was ruled that the regulation was not intended to apply to a 

case of a resident whose character and reputation could be amply vouched for, because he had been 

temporarily absent for three weeks, months or years. It was intended to prevent strangers of whom 

little was known to be rushed into Masonry before enquiries could be made from any Lodge or 

Lodges that might exist in the locality in which he had resided. 

Another unusual query, which was answered, concerned a candidate proposed for 

initiation, who had been deprived of a thumb through an accident. Did this invalidate him as a 

candidate? It was pointed out the circumstances referred to in the Ancient Charges, that 'a maim or 

defect in body may render him incapable of learning the art or serving his master'. The loss of a 

right thumb, or indeed, an arm or other limb, would not invalidate him. It might happen to an 

officer of eminence, honoured and decorated by the Queen and of high moral and social qualities, or 

some other worthy candidate· and if necessary he would issue a special dispensation, even though he 

might be compelled to carry out some Ritual details in a left-handed or substitute manner. 

It was reported that His Excellency Lord Brassey, Grand Master of Victoria, had visited 

the West Coast of Tasmania and had met the Worshipful Master of Zeehan Lodge, Worshipful Bro. 

W. Teniswood, who conveyed to His Lordship a cordial welcome to Tasmania on behalf of the

Grand Master of Tasmania, as well as on his own behalf and that of Zeehan Lodge.

Pacific Lodge, following the custom adopted in other Colonies, had introduced what was 

tenned a Past Masters' night, a Past Master of the Lodge taking the Chair and conducting the 

Ceremony. Such an innovation might well be introduced once during the year by every Worshipful 

Master. 

It was arranged that the Grand Master, now that he had returned to Tasmania, would, as 

soon as possible, conduct the inauguration ceremonies in connection with the new Lodge at 

Quee.nstown, to be known as Mount Lyell Lodge. 

The Grand Master, in his address to the Brethren gave a brief insight into his experiences 

and impressions in the grand Old Country, whose traditions they held in such great reverence and 

respect. He said that the fraternal feeling that existed between most English speaking Lodges was 

invariably exemplified by the heartiness of the welcome they extended to each other, but it was only· 

by meeting with Freemasons in other parts of the world that one could appreciate what recognition 

meant. As soon as the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of England, Very Worshipful Bro. E. 

Lechworth, was apprised of his presence in London, his thoughtfulness and attention was most 
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considerable. His visit to the Grand Lodge Annual Meeting over which the Deputy Grand Master, 
Earl Amherst, presided, was to him, a most memorable experience. He was honoured by having 
accorded to him the position next to the Grand Master in the Chair. He felt it a great privilege to be 
participating among some of England's greatest Masons. He felt great pride when the Grand 
Director of Ceremonies announced his presence and asked the Brethren to be upstanding and salute 
the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania nine times. Later, at the 
banquet, upon his rising t.o reply to the Grand Master's cordial welcome, his reception was really 
very trying and embarrassing. In addressing so many hundreds of Freemasons, his greatest anxiety 
was to acquit himself as creditably as possible, as the representative of the Grand Lodge of 
Tasmania. He believed that he had passed through the ordeal with approval. The stateliness and 
dignity of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of England was proverbial. He was delighted to see 
all the business transacted with such expedition and decorum and the regal manner in ·which the 
ceremonials were conducted. 

What must impress and excite the admiration of any visitor in England in connection with 
the general associations of Free:masonry, was the magnificent manner in which benevolence and 
philanthropy were interwoven with the proceedings. If anything in the Old Country was necessary to 
inspire men to become Freemasons, it would be the desire to be associated with an institution which, 
besides the assistance so ungrudgingly given to poor and distressed Brethren, builds up splendid 
Institutions for the care and education of thousands of young orphans. The foundation of these 
homes for boys and girls, managed by enthusiastic and well-disposed members of the Craft, in 
England, Scotland and Ireland, must ever cause Masonic works to stand on a pinnacle of glory for 
Masons to be proud of and for the outside world to admire. Nor is interest in the conduct of those 
institutions confined to Freemasons. Their wives and daughters, impelled by the example of the 
Prince of Wales, co-operate and participate in the success which has followed their management. 
Interest is also sustained by the Royal Patrons and the big crowds of well-wishers and supporters in 
the periodical exhibitions given by the boys and girls. 

He was given an opportunity of visiting and inspecting the Girls' Home in London where 
he saw assembled some hundreds of as fine, healthy and lady-like, well-attired and happy girls of all 
ages as it would be possible to imagine. Their education and training were such as to qualirY them 
for almost any position in life. It would please Tasmanian Freemasons to know that some years 
previously, a brother and sister, Tasmanians, had been received into the Homes. They had become 
highly thought of and were a credit to their training. They were in good positions in life and 
rernef!Ibered with thankfulness and pride, the influence Freemasonry had on them. 

At the distribution of prizes in the Albert Hall, the building was crowded with 
Freemasons and their wives and families. The function was a very enjoyable and interesting affair. 
The prize-winners were heartily cheered and encouraged upon receiving their rewards from the 
Prince of Wales, who presided. 
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A great event occurred on 10th June, when some thousands of Masons attended the 
Albert Hall for the Centenary Festival, presided over by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, the Grand 

Master of England, supported by the greatest Freemasons of the land. 

The occasion was in aid of the new buildings for the Masonic Home for Boys. Collections 

totalling 134,000 were announced, the result being received with ovation and delight. The 

magnificent result was not only an expression of many self-sacrifices, but also to show their 

appreciation and love of their Grand Master who had set his heart on achieving a record result. 
Like himself, they would all feel proud and honoured to be included as members of a fraternity 

which had given such tangible proof of its charitable nature - the greatest triumph of Masonic 

benevolence of which the world had ever heard. 

At the conclusion of the dinner, he was invited into a room set apart for His Royal 

Highness and had the great honour of being presented to the Prince who most cordially and 

graciously welcomed him to England and expressed his good wishes for the Grand Lodge of 

Tasmania. 

In Scotland and Ireland similar institutions were also well established though on a more 

modest scale, but conducted on similar principles to those of the Grand Lodge of England. 

The charities of Freemasons were not confined to the Craft alone, as the Royal Arch 

Chapter had Funds of Benevolence which enabled them to do excellent philanthropic work1 

reflecting honour and fame upon their great institution. He had attended a Supreme Grand Chapter 

meeting and was also invited to a Knights Templar installation and banquet. 

He had also attended a Grand Mark Festival, to which Mrs. Davies was also invited. The 

Deputy Grand Master, Lord Dungarvan presided and during the evening he announced that the 

Grand Masters' Benevolent Fund had benefited from the occasion by subscriptions totalling nearly 

2,000. This gave further proof of how Brethren respond to the call of charity, for while blessed 

with, and able to enjoy, the good things of this world, they were ever mindful of the wants of others. 

AB His Royal Highness had remarked at the Albert Hall gathering, everything must have a 

beginning. One hundred years previously it had been thought gratifying when the Grand Master of 

the time acknowledged subscriptions for charity of something over 100, 

Most Worshipful Bro. Davies said that he hoped that they, in their humble way, would 

profit by what he had seen and heard and try to emulate the excellent and noble examples of those 

grand old Mother lodges. They had made a good beginning with their own Tasmanian Board of 

Benevolence. They must try to continue to show in a practical way, the benefit of their Masonic 

teachings and vie with each other in efforts to strengthen the foundation, so that coming generations 

could build up a superstructure honourable to the builders. 
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During his stay in England he had opportunities of visiting many Craft and Mark Lodges 

and Chapters, availing himself of opportunities of seeing Freemasons at work. The Empire Lodge1 in 

London, founded to honour Colonial statesmen, splendidly entertained visitors during the Jubilee 

festivals. 

Before leaving London he had the very great pleasure and honour of entertaining 

representatives of all branches of Freemasonry. This afforded him the opportunity of personally 

acknowledging the attention, hospitality and cordial reception which had been extended to him 

during his stay in the Old Country. The few months he had spent among some of the greatest 

Freemasons and oldest Masonic Institutions of the world had only increased his veneration- for the 

Order and benefited his Masonic knowledge. He was also grateful to the Freemasons of Tasmania 

who had again honoured him by re-electing him as their Grand Master. 

At the half-yearly Communication held at the Masonic Hall, Hobart, on Thursday, 27th 

July 1899 it was reported that during the preceding six months the Grand Master and several Grand 

Lodge Officers travelled to Queenstown to establish the Mount Lyell Lodge there. 

The "Keystone", published in Melbourne, was appointed the official organ of the Grand 

Lodge of Tasmania. 

On Sunday, 25th June, 1899 (St John's Day) a Masonic Service was conducted at the 

Town Halt, Hobart, by the Grand Chaplain, Bro. Rev. C.H. Talbot, and was attended by a large 

gathering of the Fraternity with their friends. A collection was handed to the Fund of Benevolence. 

Bro. Talbot, shortly after, left Tasmania and Tasmanian Grand Lodge circles, to take up an 

appointment in New South Wales, advancing him in his profession. 

At the consecration Of the Mount Lyell Lodge, Queenstown, on 21st February 1899, the 

Grand Chaplain, Very Worshipful Bro. Rev. C.H. Talbot, in delivering the Oration said, in part 

" ... The Consecration of a Masonic Lodge is an exceedingly solemn and 

impressive function and should be entered upon with reverent and devout 

feelings, and with intelligent and instructed minds. The noble institution of 

Masonry, they were assured, derived its antiquity from the building of the 

heavens and the earth. The Great Architect was the Builder of the Universe. 

The pattern of heaven and earth, therefore, should be the first consideration of 

every Lodge of Freemasons. God is the first Great Architect - the only Great 

Architect - of the Universe. Therefore every Lodge of Freemasons should be 

consecrated to Him. 

King Solomon was the first Grand Master and the wonder of the world in his 

day for his wisdom and wealth. His wisdom was manifested in his contriving, 

planning and building great and wonderful works. His wealth was seen in those 

extensive works. But after many years of life-weary exercises, in labour and 
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anxiety, when death was approaching, he was compelled to think about all the 

things he had done and about one last important thing- his epitaph - 'Vanity of 

vanities, all is vanity'. He thought about the House he had built to the name of 

the Lord his God, and consecrated to His Service. In this alone, Solomon 

found abiding peace and satisfaction. In his contemplation of that House there 
was neither remorse nor bitter reflection. It was piety that contrived the plan, 

devotion that laid its foundations and religion that completed it. Such 

reflections were a most fitting introduction to the main purpose of their labour 

of the evening and he felt that he could not do better than to set before them 

the great Solomon as an example for the working of the Lodge. The study of 

that worthy man would lead them to a better understanding of the nature and 

principles of the Masonic Institution. Solomon was a man whose mind was 

occupied with bes! intentions. He built a House to the Lord his God and 

consecrated it to his SelVice. The Officers who were placed in authority during 

its construction were of liberal minds, skilful in the various departments of 

their work and exercised steady perseverance in the discharge of their duties. 

So the Officers of a Lodge should aim at possessing liberal minds; acquire skill 

in their various departments of labour; display commendable punctuality and 

diligence and steady perseverance in the discharge of their duties. He wished 

to emphasise the statement that 'the liberal mind devised liberal 

things' .. Nothing hindered human progress more; nothing was more 

incompatible with the principles of Freemasonry than the petty, ultra

conseivative, unimaginative, conventional mind. They lived in a liberal age - an 

age of development and progress. The increase in knowledge and the 

development of the noblest virtues during the present generation had been 

enormous. Those who desired to keep pace with the times and become 

benefactors of the race, must study to be liberal-minded and seize hold of every 

new discovery and welcome every new development in the direction of human 

improvement. If to liberal mindedness you add skill and steady perseverance, 

the institution of the Lodge they were consecrating would exert the best and 

most gracious influence, far beyond the limits of time and space. 

Among those engaged in erecting that ancient building, whether Master 

Masons, Fellow Craftsmen, or Entered Apprentices there was a strong spirit of 

emulation and an honest desire to excel in skill and diligence, regularity and 

general efficiency. So should the Officers and Brethren of Mount Lyell Lodge 

manifest a strong spirit of emulation and a desire to excel in skill and diligence. 

You should vie with each other to make your Lodge a model Lodge and the 

character and conduct of each member a pattern of good living and good works 

for all the community to see. 
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The Builder of the Universe, its Great Architect, its Grand Geometrician, 

Almighty God1 
raised the wide-extended universe for the felicity of His 

creatures, and for the same purpose, God put into the heart of King Solomon 

the desire to build the Temple. Hence they who were in the true line of 

Masonic succession, should see that the establishment and consecration of the 

Lodge was for the same thing. The great purpose was the well-being and felicity 

of mankind. 

What has been the aim and intention in the Constitution of the Lodge? He 

trusted that first and foremost it was for the glory of the Great Architect of the 

Universe. Secondly, the fulfilment of the intentions of their original founder in 

supporting all their labours with wisdom, strength and beauty and in exhibiting 

in their conduct the virtues of faith, hope and charity and ensuring the real 

good and happiness of the Brethren, and as such as lay in their power, of all 

mankind. And thus working, they would during their present earthly life, 

bestow favours on their fellow man and afford the highest glory to the 

Everlasting Father of them all". 

The end of the first decade of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania was approaching when the 

Annual Communication of Thursday, 22nd February, 1900, met in the Masonic Hall, Hobart. 

The President of the Board of General Purposes, in his Report, mentioned that an 

attempt had been made to form a spurious Grand Lodge of Western Australia. This effort had the 

effect of stimulating Brethren under the English Constitution to forming an officially recognised 

Grand Lodge of Western Australia. This was successfully accomplished and was planned for 

inauguration on 27th February 1900, with His Excellency Sir Gerald Smith, Governor of the Colony, 

as its first Grand Master. Most Worshipful Bro. Davies and Grand Lodge Officers were invited to 

attend, but were unable to make the journey. Recognition of the new Grand Lodge of Western 

Australia had been sought from the Grand Lodge of England, with favourable results. 

Revised Books of Constitutions of the Grand Lodges of Victoria and New South Wales 

were studied and a sub-committee was formed to draft a revised edition of the Tasmanian Book of 

Constitutions. The sub-committee consisted of Right Worshipful Bros. Leo Susman and D'Emden 

and Worshipful Bros. W.O. Wise, W. Horne and the Grand Secretary. 

Correspondence had taken place with the Registrar of the Tasmanian University as to the 

terms and conditions upon which a Masonic Scholarship could be established. For a lump sum of 

100 guineas, the University authorities would found a Scholarship open to a son or daughter of a 

Mason who would receive three years' tuition, and if successful, at the examination, would be 

presented with a degree without further fee. The Board had favourably entertained the proposal 

and hoped, at no distant future to take pr�ctical steps to put it into effect. 
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As a matter of gratification, not only to the Board, but to every Brother in the 
Jurisdiction, H.RH. the Prince of Wales, Most Worshipful Grand Master of England had honoured 
Most Worshipful Bro. Davies with the rank of Past Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of England. 

It was during the preceding six months, namely on 23rd December 1899, at the age of 82, 
that the death occurred of the Most Worshipful Past Grand Master, Bro. the Rev. RD. Poulett
Harris. 

The unhappy struggle taking place in South Africa, had proved the loyalty of all parts of 
the British Empire and had aroused benevolent feelings of all classes for assistance to the wounded 
soldiers or their wives and families who had suffered bereavement. The loyalty of Masons to Queen 

and Motherland was proVerbial and there was probably not a member of the Order who had not 
contributed to one or more of the funds raised. The Board suggested to Grand Lodge the propriety 

of making a donation from their funds to the Imperial Patriotic Fund. 

Some of the cliief matters mentioned by the Grand Master in his address on 22nd 
February 1900, were that the present Communication had been called for February, under the 

provisions of the altered regulations. He felt that the new month of meeting would prove beneficial 

to all concerned. 

Although he had attended most of the Installation Ceremonies during the year in the 

South, the work generally had been entrusted to the Deputy Grand Master and Grand Lodge 

Officers. In the North, the Pro. Grand Master had again undertaken the lion's share of the work, 
with great assistance from present and past Grand Lodge Officers. 

Masonic work was slowly but surely progressing in the Jurisdiction, with a most noticeable 
advance on the West Coast. On 9th November, the foundation-stone for a Masonic Hall was laid at 
Queenstown. They were again looking foiward to a visit to their Brethren at Zeehan and Mount 

Lyell and as better means of communication and the removal of the necessity for sea travel drew 

them together, no doubt more frequent visits among the Brethren would take place. 

Their ranks had recently been greatly weakened by the death of their much beloved first 
Grand Master, Bro. Rev. Poulett-Harris, whose age had far exceeded the three score years and ten 

allotted to man. In his long life of usefulness, he had, by his quiet, unostentatious manner and his 
unselfish life endeared· himself to them all. He had ever entertained for him the greatest affection 

and it may well be said of him, that departing, he had left behind him "footsteps in the sands of 

time". 

Another greatly respected departed Brother was Past Deputy Grand Master, F.H. Wise. 
He attended a memorial setvi.ce at the Tasmanian Union Lodge of which he was the oldest Past 
Master. Indeed, at the time of his death R War Bro. Wise was the oldest living active Tasmanian 
Mason. 
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A subject he had touched on previously, concerned public parades of Masons. He 

strenuously objected to such public parades in regalia in order to prove the estimation in which a 

deceased Brother had been held. They had other ways in their Lodges of testifying without such 

recourse. While he quite recognised the beauty and solemnity of their funeral service these might be 

better exercised in a Lodge of Sorrow among the Brethren. It was unwise to gratify the inquisitive, 

whose knowledge of their rites and ceremonies was ver:y vague. The reading of a Masonic prayer at 

a deceased Brother's grave, expressive of their great loss, with the Brethren gathered around -

without regalia - should fully suffice. 

The necessity of a uniform working in their Lodges was daily becoming more essential 

and he hoped that before their next half-yearly Communication the Board would decide upon 

adoption of one Ritual. 

On a personal note, it was with pardonable pride and pleasure he congratulated their 

Grand Lodge representative in Victoria, Bro. Frank Davies, in having been honoured by the late 

Grand Master, Lord Brassey, with the rank of Past Deputy Grand Master for special setvices 

rendered to the Grand Lodge of Victoria. 

He said that he may be excused if he observed that three brothers- rather unique in the 

annals of Freemasonry - occupied prominent positions among Freemasons, while a fourth was a Past 

Master of a leading Victorian Lodge. 

In conclusion he said that although their numbers might be small, it was gratifying to note 

the unanimity and goodwill that prevailed among Tasmanian Brethren and Tasmanian Lodges and 

while those qualities predominated they could always expect to find their Grand Lodge prospering 

and proudly maintaining its position among the Masonic Institutions of the world 

Toe last Communication of Grand Lodge in the old century was reached with the meeting 

on Thursday, 30th August 1900, held in the Masonic Hall, Hobart. 

The business transacted by the Board of General Purposes during the previous six months 

had been mainly of a routine nature, but the President outlined some of the more prominent 

matters the Board had dealt with. 

A copy of a circular was received from the Grand Lodge of England, appealing for 

assistance for distressed Brethren in South Africa. 

The Most Worshipful Grand Master, on hearing by cable of the dastardly attempt on the 

life of H.RH. the Prince of Wales, cabled, on behalf of the Brethren of Tasmania
1 congratulations at 

the Prince's providential escape. 

Lodges were requested to adhere to "Emulation Ritual" working, as far as practicable, 

until further consideration could be given to a suitable Ritual for the Tasmanian Constitution. 



42 

In February it was with great pleasure that he and some Officers of Grand Lodge were 

able to visit Queenstown and Zeehan for their Annual Installations. Unfortunately, owing to 

inability, on account of important business and public engagements, some of the principal Grand 

Lodge Officers were unable to accompany him. A visit of such a kind entailed absence from 

business of upwards of a week, and it was not always convenient for Brethren to leave their 

avocations for such long periods. Notwithstanding that, however, he was able to obtain valuable 

assistance of the Junior Grand Warden and the Grand Chaplain. 

The Installation Ceremo·ny at Queenstown was conducted in the new Lodge Room, which 

was used for the first time. As expected, the attendance of Brethren from Zeehan and surrounding 

districts, notwithstanding the vecy inclement weather, was vecy large, and the ceremony was 

impressively carried out, Worshipful Bro. Calder being the first Worshipful Master installed in the 

new building. 

Following the West Coast visit they travelled to Wynyard and performed the Installation 

Ceremony at Poulett Lodge. TI1e Grand Master was ably assisted by several Past Masters. A 

number of visiting Brethren from Emu Lodge and distant Lodges were present. 

Before returning to Hobart, they travelled to Fingal where, assisted by the Deputy Grand 

Master and other Grand Lodge Officers, the Installation at Lord Carrington Lodge was carried out. 

Toe Lodge continued to progress in the same marked manner which had been characteristic of that 

Lodge. 
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5. The 20th Century Begins

The tenth Annual Communication was held at the Masonic Hall1 Launceston, on 

Thursday, 28th February 1901. The election of Grand Master again placed Most Worshipful Bro. 
C.E. Davies as head of the Craft in Tasmania and Most Worshipful Bro. RJ. Sadler and Right

Worshipful Bro. J.G. Davies were re-appointed Pro. Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master
respectively. Queen Victoria died on 22nd January and the Grand Master, in his address sai� that
naturally their first thought was the death of their beloved Queen, causing much grief and sorrow to
the whole world. He said it was difficult to realise that one who had endeared herself to all her

subjects and had secured the confidence and respect of all nations, had at length been summoned to

the Grand Lodge above. Although her days had far exceeded the allotted span, it had been thought

that Her Majesty still had many years of useful life and work before her - though it could not be

overlooked that the troubles of recent events had weighed heavily upon her - too much, indeed, for

one who had contended with many cares and anxieties in the past. Her life, outwardly self-sustained,

was such as to excite profound love and admiration, was crowned in death with peace and calm. As

citizens, they loved and revered her, and as Masons, they ever evinced their loyalty and recognised in_
her those great Masonic principles of Honour, Truth and Virtue. They must ever honour her 

memory and sing her praises. 

The accession to the Throne of England by the Prince of Wales caused a change in the 

Grand Mastership of the Grand Lodge of England. This had resulted in the position being accepted 

by the Duke of Connaught, another member of the Royal Family. This would seem strange at the 

time, with such examples of Royal Patrons of the Order, that the son of King Edward VII, the Duke 

of York, was not a Mason. It would be a disappointment to the Brethren of Australasia, when His 

Royal Highness arrived among them to take part in the Commonwealth Celebrations and to open 
the First Federal Parliament. The Grand Master said, that as citizens, however, they would honour 

and receive him right royally. It would, however, have been a special gratification to find that they 
could also welcome him as a Royal Mason. 

The beginning of the "new century" also marked a most important historic event - the 

realisation of the union of Australia and Tasmania into one Commonwealth. That the most 

sanguine anticipations of the people, now linked together into one destiny for their social, political 

and general welfare, might be fulfilled, was a sentiment that had been echoed throughout the vast 

British Empire. Wherever and whenever the chain could be strengthened by Masonic intervention, 

for the public good, the Grand Master said he felt sure that Freemasons in all the States would 

loyally and unreservedly lend their countenance and support. 

Returning to local matters, the Grand Master said it was gratifying to him to see the 

gradual but marked manner, their Benevolent Fund had appreciated in later years. They had the 

satisfaction of knowing that the foundations they were laying were solid. Referring to some 

diffidence in some Lodges in inviting visitors to Installations, to contribute towards collections for 

the Fund, he felt that all Brethren, whether visitors or local members, would be only too glad to 

make voluntary contributions. 

- - --- -�- - - --



44 

The Grand Master mentioned Worshipful Bro. H.L. D'Emden, had recently taken over 
the work of the Lodge of Instruction in Hobart. He said he was one of the best ritualists in the 
South and the Lodges were indebted to him for their recognised good working. 

The President of the Board of General Purposes reported on several domestic matters 
that the Board had been called upon to deal with, among which were: 

1. Could a Lodge confer three Degrees on the same night on a Candidate who was willing to
accept the offic��fTyler, after the resignation of the Brother holding the Office?

The Grand Master could not grant a dispensation in the case.

2. A Lodge sought permission to face Aprons with silver Braid instead of blue.

This also was refused.

3. An. internal objection had been raised in a Lodge which intended to initiate a 20 year old
son of a member of a Lodge, but who was not in the Craft when the son was born.

The board ruled that the objection could not be sustained.

4. A Northern Lodge sought permission to wear regalia at a Brother's funeral.

The Grand Secretacy wrote in reply, that unless there were special circumstances, the
Grand Master considered that wearing regalia was undesirable. 

The Lodge replied that relatives of the deceased had specially asked that regalia be worn. 
Permission was reluctantly granted. 

The Grand Secretacy of the Grand Lodge of New South Wales wrote enquiring whether 
any leading Tasmanian Grand Lodge Officers would be visiting Sydney for the Commonwealth 
celebrations, as his Grand Master was desirous of giving them a fitting fraternal welcome. 

At the half-yearly Communication of Thursday, 29th August 1901, the President of the 
Board of General Purposes, reported that a handsome "Address of Welcome11 had been presented to 
H.R.H. the Duke of York, from the Freemasons of Tasmania, on the occasion of his visit to
Tasmania in July. Also, a letter had been received from the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
England, conveying the thanks of His Majesty the King for the sympathy received from the
Freemasons of Tasmania, in his great sorrow at the death of his Mother, Queen Victoria.
Notification was also received, that His Majesty had intimated that he would continue to hold the
position of Patron of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania.



45 

On 27th August, a successful concert was staged by the Tasmanian Operative Lodge No.1. 
This resulted in a substantial sum being paid into the Benevolent Fund. Right Worshipful Bro. W. 
Home speaking to the report of the President of the Board of Benevolence, praised the liberal spirit 
displayed by many Lodges, and the ability of the Board to promptly deal with cases of distress and 
those in need of assistance. 

At the Communication held on 27th February 1902 it was reported that the Board of 
General Purposes was again called upon to adjudicate in matters of procedure, The Rector and 
Wardens of St John's Church, Launceston, had enquired if the laying of the foundation stone of a 
new building in the following November could be performed with Masonic honours, by the 
Governor (Sir A. Havelock). It was subsequently ascertained that His Excellency was not a Mason 
and consequently the ceremony could not be perfonned, The Church Authorities suggested that the 
Governor and the Grand Master jointly lay the foundation stone with Masonic honours. The Board 
and the Grand Master reluctantly ruled that such a ceremony could not be perfonned - it would 

have to be one or the other, but not jointly as a Masonic ceremony. 

A World Congress of Masons was planned for September 1902 in Geneva and the Grand Lodge of 

Alpina, Switzerland, invited delegates from the Grand Lodge of Tasmania. Owing to the distance to 

be travelled, no Tasmanian delegate was able to attend. Veiy Worshipful Bro. D'Emden reported 

that the Board of Benevolence was making periodic payments to two invalid masons, two widows of 

masons, and was assisting in the education of five children of deceased masons. They had also 
assisted in providing homes for two widows and families and relieved the necessities of five brethren. 
The relatives of a now deceased widow of an old Past Master who had been receiving regular 
assistance, wrote thanking the Board for the great help they had rendered her. 

In 1894, there were 21 Lodges working in the Jurisdiction. Since then three new Lodges have been 

erected1 two had closed and one had amalgamated with another Lodge - leaving the same number on 

the roll. Membership, however, had increased 10%. 

An important function held was the celebration by the Lodge of Hope, of its fiftieth anniversary, St 

Ge9rge Lodge was planning the enlargement of its hall. Mersey Lodge which had previously met in 

temporary quarters had moved to their own Lodge Room in the Devonport Town Hall. Concord 
Lodge at Latrobe was complimented by the Grand Inspector on the perfect order of their Lodge 
equipment and furnishings. 

Most Worshipful Bro. C.E. Davies was elected Grand Master for the fifth time. 

In his address, the Grand Master acknowledged the compliment that had been paid him. 
He said that it was a source of congratulations that since the establishment of Freemasonry in 

. Tasmania, great strides had been made. During the preceding few years, the Tasmanian Operative 

Lodge, St John's Lodge and Tasmanian Union Lodge, had each celebrated their Jubilees with much 
eclat and with historical sketches of great interest. Early in February, a fourth Lodge, the Lodge of 
Hope, had also reached its Jubilee year. On that occasion, the Pro. Grand Master and Grand Lodge 
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Officers had joined in the celebrations. The troublous times through which many of the old Lodges 
had passed, were gone, and could now look forward to extending their spheres of influence and 
usefulness year by year and to continue to grow in prosperity. 

A few weeks previously a new Lodge, the Davies Lodge, had been consecrated at 
Waratah. The Grand Master had, at first, been diffident in granting a Charter, owing to the 
scattered nature of the district. However, the enthusiasm of the founders had been such as to dispel 
his doubts as to its future prosperity. He greatly appreciated the compliment paid him by naming 
the Lodge the Davies Lodge. He regretted that the Lodge at Forth had found it necessary to return 
its Charter, owing to the removal of some of its best supporters. Against this, however, a new Lodge 
would shortly be established at Ulverstone 1 which was the centre of an important district and where 
many influential Masons resided. 

In August 1902 the Grand Master had occasion to express his objection to the practice of 
some Lodges publishing in newspapers, details of Lodge proceedings. Beyond chronicling some 
items from Minutes of Meetings, enlarging on the ceremonies should be discontinued. 

In November a petition was received from Brethren at Stanley, to found a new Lodge 
there. As the petition was in order, pennission was granted and on 25th April 1903 Monatteh 
Lodge, No. 26, came into existence. 

Great attention was being paid to the work of the Board of Benevolence. Lord 
Carrington Lodge had received refund of an amount, which had been advanced over a period of 
time, to a widow, who was in happier circumstances. The Lodge was commended on the manner in 
which it had conducted the case and the transactions. Reports received on behalf of children of 
Masons being educated at the expense of the Board were most satisfactoiy. 

The President of the Board stressed the point that one and all should strive to build up a 
Fund which would be a credit to themselves and the Order. They would not strive in vain, "for it 
blesses him who gives, as well as him who receives". 

Launceston Brethren were absent from the Communication of 28th August 1903 and the 
Grand Master expressed regret at the unfortunate trouble that had pervaded Northern Brethren. 
He said that an opportunity had been afforded them of fully reviewing the work in connection with 
the new Constitutions. They would be pleased to know that confinnation would not take place for a 
month or two. He hoped they would participate in giving the final touch to the confinnation. 

The Grand Master had shortly before visited Japan and he mentioned the hearty 
rec�ption he had received from Brethren at Yokohama. He had the pleasure of meeting Right 
Worshipful Bro. Kilbey, District Grand Master of Japan (E.C.) and many members of the District 
Grand Lodge. The Grand Master was surprised that there were so many Brethren in the East. At 
Kobe, he met many leading Masons at the Masonic HaU and was most cordially and kindly 
welcomed among them. He had an opportunity of discussing Masonic matters with them and giving 
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them information about the Craft in Australia, in which they evinced the greatest interest. He had 
also viewed their very beautiful Lodge Room, which to his mind, must have been one of the most 
perfect and best appointed rooms he had ever been in. 

He said, Freemasonry in Japan, while unostentatiously flourishing, was not generally 
recognised by the laws of the country, being at first suspected by the authorities of being a 11Secret 
Society", but that latterly it has been represented to the Government that the real objects of the 
Institution were philanthropical works and the promotion of good will and brotherly love. The 
Institution was not interfered with in any way and was quietly making rapid progress among the 
foreigners, although he could nOt learn of any Japanese who had joined the Craft. Possibly, as the 
nation became more enlightened (as was evident every day) he thought many of the objections 
would be removed and Freemasonry would become just as prosperous and influential there as in 
other parts of the world. 

On his return to Sydney on 1st July, he attended the Grand Installation of Most 
Worshipful Bro. Remington, as Grand Master of New South Wales. He also had the opportunity of 
attending the celebration of the centenary of Freemasonry in Australia. On both occasions the 
gatherings were honoured by the presence of H.E. the Governor of New South Wales, Right 
Worshipful Bro. Sir Henry Rawson, who was a Past Grand Warden of England. The Grand Master 
of New South Wales gave an interesting chronological history of the Craft in New South Wales and 
Australia, the text of which was to be printed in book form. 

The Grand Master extended to Right Worshipful Bro. Leo Susman, Past Deputy Grand 
Master, congratulations on celebrating the jubilee of his arrival in Tasmania. Although the state of 
his health had precluded Bro. Susman from taking an active part in Masonic affairs in recent times, 

his interest in their proceedings had never flagged. The record of Bro. Susman's work with the 
Benevolent Fund was one of great admiration to everyone. He hoped he would be spal"ed health 
and strength to continue to enjoy the undoubted affection and goodwill of all. 

(Right Worshipful Bro. Leo Susman died 1st September, 1903). 

A Special Communication of Grand Lodge was held at Hobart on 6th October 1903, when 
the Draft Rules and Regulations of the new Book of Constitutions, adopted by Grand Lodge in 
August, were confirmed, The Grand Master expressed his appreciation and thanks to the 
Committee, headed by the Grand Registrar, for the satisfactory way the undertaking had been 
carried out. The Grand Registrar (Very Worshipful Bro.W.O. Wise) said that, on behalf of himself 
and other members of the Committee, he thanked the Grand Master for his appreciation of their 
work. A new Book of Constitutions had been sadly needed and the task of preparing it had 
occupied two years of labour. Now that it was finished, he felt proud of it, and felt it would be 
appreciated by the Lodges generally. 
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At the February 1904 Communications it was reported that the Board had found that in 

practice the new Book of Constitutions was proving of great benefit over that Connerly in use. But 

the President desired to impress on all Worshipful Masters and Secretaries the desirability of 

making themselves thoroughly acquainted with its provisions, as there had been questions submitted 

to the Board, which consultation with the Book of Constitutions would have answered. 

During the previous few weeks, Freemasons of Australia had been delighted to find a 

distinguished Brother in Lord Northcote, appointed as Governor-General, who had distinguished 

himself in Masonic circles in England. Prior to his previous appointment as Governor-General of 

Bombay, he was Provincial Grand Master of Devonshire. 

On Tuesday, 16th February 1904 the Grand Master consecrated Detwent Valley Lodge, 

No.27. There were almost 150 Brethren present and the ceremony was a most impressive one. 

Enquiries had been under way in other directions for new Lodges, but the Board had 

been cautious in making recommendations until it was fully satisfied of the importance of any 

district. He said it was unwise to establish new temples merely on sentimental grounds. Unless 

founded in sufficiently populous places, there was a danger of them languishing. 

The death had occurred of Worshipful Bro. Sir Edward Braddon P.M. and also Bro. the 

Hon. NJ. Brown, Speaker of the House of Assembly. 

The Oration at the consecration of Detwent Valley Lodge was delivered by the Past 

Grand Chaplain Very Worshipful Bro. the Rev. J.S. Buntine. He chose the subject of "Brotherly 

Love" and said that this was one of the elementary principles laid down in the volume of the Sacred 

LaW for the guidance of human conduct - "thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyselr". As 

Freemasonry was founded on the precepts of the Divine Word, it was also one of the elementary 

principles inculcated in their ancient and historic institution. A Brotherhood they claimed to be, a 

Brotherhood let them be - not merely in word and theory. Brethren of the mystic tie they would be 

when that great principle was found to be the active principle guiding life - not of one or two - but of 

every man who laid claim to the name of Freemason. 

Love should be the active principle guiding the Mason in his private, social and public life. 

If it should be the dominating principle in private life, such a change would come over family life 

that we would not recognise our world as the same. Love was the power that would transform life 

and guide the home with beauty and holiness. The hasty word with its sting would not be spoken, 

the harsh word with its hurtful blow would be unutteredj strife and storm would be stifled before it 

formed on the lips; the unkind deeds, which often mar the beauty of the home would be unknown. 

Let this foundation principle become the ruling principle of family life. That1 and nothing less, 

should be the ideal aim of every Freemason. 



49 

Love should be the regulating principle in social life. Social life would then be purged of 

petty strifes, enmities and jealousies which destroy that kindly cordiality which should exist between 
man and man as brethren. The dissensions so often caused, the bitter feelings so often fed and 

fostered by class distinction, should not appear, or at least would not be magnified and traded upon 
and become the source of endless mischief. 

The wants of the poor would be attended to, the sufferings of the distressed alleviated 
and balm poured into the wounds of the afflicted. The weak would not be oppressed or neglected, 
but assisted, protected and defended. Indifference to those labouring beneath life-crushing burdens 
would be unknown and the helping hand of a loving brother would be extended to them. The fallen 

would no longer be scorned and despised and spumed, but the hand and words and deeds would 

woo them back to paths of integrity and virtue. 

Love should be the ruling principle of commercial life. It is the duty of every Mason to do 

and teach men so R then trickery, evasion, deception and fraud in commerce and trade would vanish 
and we would no longer find among men that contemptible spirit which strived to get the better of 

one's fellows and take advantage of the weakness, simplicity, honesty or magnanimity of another. 

Let us seek, by the aid of the Holy Spirit the "new heart" and the right spirit. Then only 

would we manifest in any marked degree, the greatest of alt human graces· love. And then, if our 

deeds be requited with ingratitude or should we be ill-treated, injured or provoked, we should meet 

it with a patient spirit, for "love is not easily provoked 11. Should an offence be committed against us, 

we should not brood over it, but remembering how God pardoned our own many and aggravated 
offences, we should be ready to forgive our brethren, as we expected forgiveness from the Eternal 
Judge. 

Should we be placed in a position of authority and power, we should ever treat those over 
whom we hold such power and authority, with kindness and leniency and not be haughty, tyrannical 

or oppressive - for "love doth not behave itself unseemly". We should not be envious of those who 

have outstripped us in the race of life and have reached a post of ho�our and influence to which 

their exertions had raised them· for "love envieth not". 

If we have talents which gave us an advantage over others, we should not be vain and 

conceited for "love vaunteth not itself, and is not puffed up". 

If one has been guilty of a crime and is sorry for the misdeed and has endeavoured to 
make reparation for it and striven to live a better life, we should aid him in every way possible to 

carry his good resolutions into effect, for "love hopeth all things11
• We should ever be found feeding 

the hungry, visiting the sick and imprisoned and doing good whenever we have opportunity. Let us 
see to it that the great principle of love is the active principle of our lives until the days of our 

sojourn here are ended and we go into the presence of Him who is perfect love, the Great Grand 
Master of the Universe. For now we see as in a glass darkly; but then face to facej now we know in 
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part, but then shall we know even as also we have been known. But now abideth faith, hope and 

love, these three, and the greatest of these is love, 

At the Annual Communication of February 1905. The Grand Master referred to his 

election to the high office for the tenth time. He said he was proud of the fact that he had retained 
the goodwill and confidence of the Brethren. 

Subsequently he was presented with a testimonial, subscribed for by all the Brethren of 

the Jurisdiction, to mark his election as Grand Master for the tenth time. The presentation took the 

form of a book bound in blue morocco leather and illuminated with appropriate symbols and 

emblems on each page. The whole was enclosed in a casket of polished Tasmanian blackwood with 

carved lid. The Grand Master was visibly affected and expressed his pride and pleasure at the mark 
of goodwill and esteem of the brethren. 

At the consecration of Bothwell Lodge, No. 28TC, on Tuesday, 6th December 1904. the

Grand Chaplain, Very Worshipful Bro. the Rev. H.H. Anderson, MA., was called upon to deliver 

the Oration on the nature and purpose of Freemasonry. He said that on such an occasion their 

thoughts naturally turned to their venerable Institution. It was his duty and privilege to call on them 

to give the subject their most serious consideration. "What is the nature and purpose of 

Freemasonry?" First he would say what it was not. There were two great dangers which assailed 

every Lodge. They were like two rocks between which the skilful mariners must guide their barque. 
The first of the two great dangers was to consider Freemasonry as an excuse for convivial gatherings. 

The element of amusement around the festive board was apt to loom large and overshadow all else -

although it was far from his intention to deprecate the value of their social gatherings and the 

important function they fulfilled, where Brother met Brother on the level and on terms of equality 

and where strangers became known to one another and the bonds of brotherhood drew closer in ties 

of fellowship. Such was the legitimate sphere of their social gatherings. But may they never be 

allowed to usurp the more prominent place in Bothwell Lodge or in any other Lodge in Tasmania. 

The second great danger was to look upon Freemasonry as a form of ritual- to sometimes 

lose sight of the spirit in aiming for perfection in working. What gain is there if the tongue knows 

the ritual word perfect, if the heart has not learned the lessons meant to be taught? Freemasonry is a 

system of morality veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols. What advantage then has a man if 

he knows the allegory, but not that which it veils or has not made part of life's knowledge, that which 

they illustrate? Strive then Brethren after true perfection in working - that is, to make the tenets 

and principles of the Craft part and parcel of your very character and of your daily life.· 

What then is the nature of Freemasonry? It was founded on two great principles - the 

knowledge and acknowledgement of God and the bonds of Brotherhood with their fellows in the 

C�ft. As they looked back through the dim, dark vistas of antiquity1 they perceived that in the 

beginning God revealed himself to man. The Creator made Himself known to his creatures. But 

with the inevitable tendency to degenerate, which exists in all things human, man lost this 

knowledge. He wandered in mazes that were the creation of his own ignorance. He made himself 
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gods that were not God - things of wood and stone - figments of his own imagination. Yet even so, 
the knowledge of the Great Ruler of the universe was not entirely lost. In the darkest hours in 
history, when the prophet Elijah had to fly into the wilderness to escape the threats of Jezebel; when 
he found himself �emoved to a place of safety, he cried out in despair - "it is enough O Lord, now 

take away my life, for I am no better than my fathers. The children of Israel have forsaken Thy 

covenant and thrown down Thy altars and slain Thy prophets with the sword, and I, even I, am left 
alone." Yet in fact he found in Israel, 7000 who had not bowed unto Baal. 

In secular history, in times more remote than those of Elijah, kings had jeopardised their 
thrones and risked their lives to bring back again to a reluctant people, the worship of the one Great 
Ruler of the Universe. But the human race was not fitted to receive and keep this knowledge; it was 
too lofty for it, cast aside by the many, it became the treasured possession of the few. Veiled in 
allegory and illustrated by symbols, it became, with all that it meant, the foundation of the most 

noble of those secret societies that trace back into the mist of primaeval time. 

Freemasonry, if not their direct descendant, is certainly their lineal descendant. On the 

initiation of every one of us, as we knelt in darkness, the question was asked - "In all cases of 
difficulty and danger, in whom do you put your trust?" The answer we had to give was- ''In God". It 
was almost the first phrase every Freemason uttered within the Lodge. Throughout the various 
degrees fresh views of our relationship were presented to our view, culminating in the grand hope 
that plays so great a part in the third degree - "the inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, that 

fade th not away", resezved for those who, having passed safely under divine guidance, through the 
valley of the shadow of death, shall rise to shine like the stars for ever and ever. 

The second of the two great principles is the bond of Brotherhood in the Craft. This too 

was a legacy handed down to them from antiquity. When Pythagorus wandered for many years in 

the far East, a guest of the mystics of the mysterious societies of those days, down to comparatively 
recent times, the state of "Brotherhood" served as a bulwark of protection against exactions and 

tyranny. But with us, Brotherhood was represented in a nobler form than it had ever been 

presented before. It was the spirit that breathed through the vows they had taken in the Third 

Degree - vows that sealed their lips thrice upon the volume of the Sacred Law. In the First Degree 
they vowed secrecy. In the Second, in addition to secrecy they vowed obedience. 

Very Worshipful Bro. Anderson, in conclusion, said that he had tried to voice the message 
he had been appointed to give. He left them with the hope that the true spirit of Freemasonry 
would ever breathe through Bothwell Lodge and animate the whole Craft throughout Tasmania, as 
it should do throughout the world. 

At the half-yearly Communication of 25th August 1905, the President of the Board of 

General Purposes drew the attention of the Brethren to the proposed alteration to the method of 
election of Grand Lodge Officers. Representations had been made from various sources, that if a 

system of postal voting was allowed, the partial disfranchisement of the majority of me�bers, as 
then existed, would be overcome. There was no precedent for such a measure in any Sister Grand 
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Lodge, but if such a course could be shown to be beneficial to the Tasmanian Jurisdiction there was 

nothing to prevent it being adopted. With the approval of the Grand Master, the matter had been 

made an item of business for discussion in Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Master, in his report, said that it was gratifying to obseive the increase in 

membership and enthusiasm for Masonic work in the Lodges. He, together with several Grand 

Lodge Officers, had gathered in an informal manner, to tender a welcome to Tasmania of the 

Governor-General, Lord Northcote. (His Excellency was a past Provincial Grand Master of 

Devonshire and Bombay). 

A notable feature of the half-year's work had been the founding of Lake Lodge, No. 29, at 

Longford on 10th July. A large attendance of Brethren came from all parts of the State for the 

ceremony and celebrations. The Grand Master was assisted by Pro. Grand Master, Most 

Worshipful Bro. RJ. Sadler1 the Grand Secretary, the Grand Chaplain and other Grand Lodge 

Officers. An excellent Oration was delivered by the Grand Chaplain, on the duties of the Brethren. 

After considerable discussion in Grand Lodge on the merits of the suggested 

improvement to the voting system, it was resolved to obtain the views of every member of Grand 

Lodge. A circular would be sent out by the Grand Secretary accordingly. If it was found that the 

majority favoured a change, the Board would take the necessary steps to amend the Constitution at 

the next Annual Communication. 

Subsequently, at the Annual Communication of Friday, 23rd February 1906, the President 

of the Board of General Purposes reported that the response from the Brethren was almost 

unanimously in favour of a postal voting system. The Grand Registrar had found that it would be 

legally unnecessary to amend the Constitution, as the proposed innovation would merely introduce a 

variation in the system already in use. 

In October, Dorset Lodge, No.17, celebrated the liquidation of all liabilities on their 

Masonic Hall at Scottsdale. The President of the Board of General Purposes reported that postal 

voting for Grand Lodge Officers would commence at the next Annual Communication. Most 

Worshipful Bro. C.E. Davies was re-elected Grand Master for the eleventh time. 

The Grand Master remarked that nearly all Lodges in the Jurisdiction showed that they 

were in a more prosperous situation, both numerically and financially, than they had been for some 

years. He also said that some of the larger and older city Lodges were building up substantial 

reseIVes, and that while it was desirable that they maintain sufficient funds, they should consider 

handing over any surpluses to the Board of Benevolence to assist with the increasing demand on that 

Fund. It has also been his hope for some time that the Fund would be in the position of being able 

to offer scholarships for sons and daughters of Masons. He also referred to an inconsistency in one 

or two Lodges (perhaps from mistaken motives of delicacy) of not taking up collections in open 

Lodge for the Benevolent Fund at their Installations. He had found that invariably, visitors were 
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only too pleased to have the opportunity of making contributions on such occasions and were 
surprised sometimes that they should be thought less anxious to assist the cause of benevolence than 
the local Brethren. 

During the half-year he had the opportunity of visiting many Lodges. He was very 
pleased to visit Bothwell Lodge after their first year of existence and to compliment them on the 
excellent results and of their work, zeal and enthusiasm. The Pro, Grand Master had attended 
Dorset Lodge's celebrations at Scottsdale on the clearing of all debts on their Lodge building. 

An innovation had �een introduced by the Tasmanian Union Lodge, whereby two Past 
Masters gave instructive and entertaining lectures dealing with the historic and scientific aspects of 

Masonry. The Worshipful Master, on the same occasion, gave an address on the objects of 
Freemasonry. It appealed so much to the Brethren that the Board of General Purposes decided to 
have it printed and circulated to all Lodges. 

The Grand Master referred to the death of the District Grand Master of Queensland 
(E.C.) Right Worshipful Bro. Sir. A. Gregory, who was one of the oldest members of the Fraternity 
in Australia and of whose memory, nothing but the kindliest remarks had been heard. His 

nominated successor was Worshipful Bro. Alex Corrie, who was a Tasmanian Mason by origin and 

still a member of a Northern Tasmanian Lodge. 

In concluding his address, the Grand Master asked them all to consider how far their Masonic 
teachings had influenced them? Had the principles become part and parcel of their nature and an 
incentive to useful public works? It was difficult, they all knew, to put precept into practice. Human 
nature was frail and expediency often appealed at the risk of dulling their sense ·of justice. 
Misconception, misinterpretation and misunderstanding were subtle undermining dangers to the 

best of resolutions. The hastily formed opinion; the harsh, hurried word, the impetuous denials 
sometimes given in the press of one's own business often caused pain and destroyed friendship, since 
they gave unintended offence. He reminded them that from Masonic principles put into practice, 
and an abiding recognition by every mason of the fact that he was an ambassador and custodian of 

them, better and happier conditions could be evolved. Forbearance and mutual sympathy were the 
stepping stones which led from misunderstandings and misjudgments in daily life to that brotherly 
love and those great fraternal principles which were the copestone of Freemasonry. He left them 

with such thoughts to reflect upon, for from reflection sprang resolution, courage and consistency. 

They were beautifully expressed in Rudyard Kipling's words - "If we only understood". 

"Could we but draw back the curtains that surround each other's lives, 
See the naked heart and spirit, 
Know what spur the action gives, 
Often we should find it better, 
Purer than we judge we should, 
We would love each other better, 
If we only understood. 



Could we judge all deeds by motives, 

See the good and bad within, 

Often we should love the sinner, 

All the while we loathe the sin, 

Could we know the powers working, 

To overthrow integrity, 

We should judge each other's errors, 

With more patient charity. 

If we knew the cares and trials, 

Knew the efforts all in vain, 

And the bitter disappointment, 

Understood the loss and gain, 
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Would the grim, the eternal roughness, 

Seem - I wonder - just the same? 

Should we help where now we hinder? 

Should we pity where we blame? 

Ahl we judge each other harshly, 

Knowing not life's hidden force, 

Knowing not the fount of action, 

Is less turbid at its source, 

Seeing not amid the evil, 

All the golden grain of good, 

And we'd Jove each other better, 

If we only understood." 

In May a petition had been received for a new Lodge at Ulverstone and on 27th July, 

Leven Lodge, No. 30 came into existence, the consecration taking place in the presence of a large 

assemblage of Brethren. The Grand Master said that he was especially pleased to see the Lodge 

fonned, as it has been a source of surprise to him, that an earlier move to establish a Lodge there 

had not been made in view of the large number of unaffiliated Masons living in such an important 

district. The Leven Lodge, No. 30, started under most favourable auspices, with twenty founder 

members and propositions of desirable quality being submitted on the first night. There were about 

120 Brethren present, including over 30 Past Masters. Credit for the arrangements for the night was 

due largely to the energy and enthusiasm of Worshipful Bro. Currie, P.M., and some other active 

members. 

The Annual Communication of 22nd February 1907 was held at Launceston, and was 

marked by expressions of sympathy with the Grand Master whose wife died on 12th December and 

all Lodges had been asked to observe Masonic mourning for one month. The Grand Master did not 
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attend the Communication and in his absence, the Pro. Grand Master assumed the conduct of 

Grand Lodge affairs until his return. 

AB the result of the election of Grand Master, Most Worshipful Bro. C.E. Davies was re

elected for the twelfth time. The Pro. Grand Master announced that both he and the Deputy Grand 

Master retained their offices until their successors could be appointed by the Grand Master and 

invested in their stead. Similarly other Offices requiring appointment were held in abeyance until 

the return of the Grand Master. 

The new system of voting by post was tested at this Communication and was generally 

pronounced successful - although several members who had not filled in and forwarded their voting 

papers were surprised to find that they could not be supplied with another paper to fill in there and 

then. However, those members who had omitted to submit their papers were allowed to vote by 

subscribing their preferences on their agenda notices - after stating that they had not voted 

previously. 

The Grand Master's written address was read to the Brethren by the Pro. Grand Master. 

The preliminary to the address indicated the location of the Grand Master as being "P. & 0. Ship 

India", off Cape Leeuwin, Sunday, 27th January 1907. 

The Grand Master said (in part) that he was disappointed at not being able to participate 

in the proceeding of the Annual Communication, but he felt that he needed to seek a change away 

from his home and surroundings. 

He sincerely appreciated the wide-spread expressions of sympathy extended to him and 

the understanding shown by Brethren. 

AB it was the unanimous wish of the Brethren that he should accept the position of Grand 

Master for the twelfth time, he was honoured to accept. In coming to that decision he had been 

fortified by the consoling and reassuring letters received from the Pro. Grand Master and other 

prominent members of Craft, that the duties of Grand Master would be cheerfully undertaken and 

carried out by them in his absence. When, however, it was the desire of the Brethren, that he should 

lay aside the mantle of honour, they may rest assured that he would do so with the conviction that 

such a step would be for the advantage of the Craft in Tasmania. They could also be certain that he 

would never be unmindful of the kindly consideration, loyalty and goodwill which had marked his 

lengthy occupancy of the Grand Master's chair. 

He then went on to review several items of interest that had occurred during the past 

year. He regretted that the Grand Lodge of Tasmania had not been able to take advantage of 

invitations to Grand Installations on the mainland and New Zealand. The suggested Australasian 

Conference put forward by their New Zealand Brethren had been premature, but he expected that 

when it was possible to hold it at a later date, an opportunity would be given for discussing 
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assimilation of the Constitutions; for defining the privileges of Freemasons, for the protection of 

Benevolent Funds and for the admission of members to the Order, 

At the Communication of Thursday, 29th August 1907, the President of the Board of 

General Purposes reported that there was a strong desire in some districts, that the Grand Lodge of 

Tasmania should possess a Ritual of its own. However, the Board, after discussion, decided it was 

not desirable to interfere with the resolution passed several years previously, that "Emulation 

Working" should be the standard for the Jurisdiction. 

On 30th July, the Grand Master had the honour of representing the Grand Lodge of 

Tasmania at the Grand Installation of His Excellency Bro. Sir Harry Rawson as Grand Master of 

New South Wales. 

Mention was made by the Grand Secretary at the pleasure that had been expressed at the 

visit of Grand Lodge Officers to the West Coast, a circuit of some 810 miles being required in the 

process. The hearty welcomes and royal treatments extended to the visitors more than compensated 

for any arduous travelling necessary. The Deputy Grand Master emphasised the great benefit that 

would accrue to the Craft if such a visit could be made an annual one. 

The Annual Communication of Friday, 28th February 1908 marked the close of a rather 

uneventful year. A proposal to establish a Lodge at Smithton was not approved. Zeehan Lodge 

obtained a dispensation to participate in the laying of the foundation stone for a new Anglican 

Church at Zeehan. 

Among the several congratulatory speeches made at the banquet was one made by Right 

Worshipful Bro. W.C. Shipway, Deputy Grand Master of New South Wales. After first conveying the 

good wishes of the Most Worshipful Grand Master of New South Wales. His Excellency, Admiral 

Sir Hany Holdsworth Rawson, he reminded the Brethren that it was in New South Wales that 

Freemasonry in Australia originated, in Sydney in 1803. The present time was the second occasion 

that a Mason had been sent to Tasmania by the Governor! On 16th May 1803, a Mason was 

deported to Tasmania - because he was a Mason. In 1803, a meeting took place on a naval ship in 

Sydney - some men desiring to establish a Masonic Lodge there. A petition was submitted to the 

Governor to allow such a Lodge to be formed, but instead, he deported the principal petitioner to 

Tasmania. From that incident Freemasonry had grown in the Island. At the time, a number of 

Masons meeting in Sydney were arrested and brought before a magistrate. But the Bench, finding 

that there was nothing of an illegal nature in the assembly, dismissed the charges. The Mason sent 

to Tasmania was also exonerated. 

The Grand Master observed that since the previous half-yearly Communication, he had 

resumed more active Masonic duties, following his bereavement. His previously expressed opinion 

had not changed - that the Grand Lodges of Australasia would derive great advancement if they 

were brougl1t more in touch with each other by annual get-togethers. Consequently invitations had 

been sent out to all recognised Grand Lodges, for such a meeting to take place. As a result it was a 
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source of greatest pleasure to him, that day1 to welcome numerous distinguished visitors, 

representing all such Grand Lodges. He hoped that it would be the forerunner of regular similar 

gatherings. 

In conclusion, the Grand Master said they now commenced yet another chapter in their 

Masonic history. "May the new unlettered pages be a record, not only of success, but of Fidelity in 

their Noble Order - a record of inspirations acted upon1 duties fulfilled, and opportunities 

embraced- remembering -

"It isn't the thing you do, 

It's the thing you leave undone, 

Which give you a bit of heartache, 

At the setting of the sun, 

The tender word forgotten, 

The letter you did not write, 

The flower you might have sent, 

Are your haunting ghosts tonight. 

The stone you might have lifted, 

Out of the brother's way, 

The bit of heartsome counsel, 

You were too much burned to say, 

The loving touch of the hand, 

The gentle winsome tone, 

That you had no time or thought for 

With troubles enough of your own. 

For life is all too short, 

And sorrow is all too great, 

To suffer our slow compassion, 

That tarries until too late, 

It's not the thing you do, 

It's the thing you leave undone, 

Which gives you the bitter heartache, 

At the setting of the sun." 

After the Installation Ceremonials, the Grand Master held a reception in the Lord 

Mayor's Courtroom. 

In proposing the toast to "The King and the Craft", the Grand Master said he expressed 

the appreciation of all Tasmanian Masons at the presence among them of so many distinguished 

visitors. Years ago, when the Grand Lodge of Tasmania was instituted, they were proud to think 

that they had formed yet another link in the great chain of affection that bound Masons together 
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throughout the world. He hoped that when Federation became a fact of life, the links so far as 
Australasia was concerned, would still be further strengthened. Their hopes and expectations in 
Federation had not yet been realised, but they were hopeful that by having Masonic interstate 
gatherings from time to time, Masons would by their example, be able to gradually bring their 
influence to bear and considerable improvement, not only within the Crart, but in building up 
healthy public opinion based upon the principles of fraternity. 1

1Federation" was only another word 
for brotherly love and surely those who were so successfully linked together ill the bonds of 
Freemasonry, ought to be able to do something to influence the hopes of the people of Australia. 
He did not wish to introduce politics1 but thought such patriotic aims in connection with 
Freemasonry were to be devoutly wished for throughout the Communities. 

On Saturday, 29th February, O'May's fine river steamer "Derwent11 was chartered to 
conduct the visitors on a pleasant river trip to Barnes Bay on Bruny Island. Nearly 200 Freemasons 
assembled on O'May's Wharf at 2.00 p.m. The "DeIWent" first steamed up the harbour a short 
distance, enabling the visitors to obtain a good view of the warships and then proceeded at a good 
tum of speed direct to Bruny Island. Those who were making the trip for the first time especially 
admired the scenery en route. Sandy Bay, the nice little farms, plantations and residences all down 
the Brown's River Road looked very picturesque. In crossing the estuary the vessel tossed a little, 
but having once got fairly into the Channel, all was smooth sailing again and the visitors enjoyed the 
views of numerous prCtty settlements and orchards on the shores, and alternations of rock and 
luxuriously clothed headlands and bays and glimpses of far�reaching forest growths and ranges of 
high mountain tops. The turn into Barnes Bay from the Channel narrowed the view to an imposing 
framework of hills and natural scenery, mirrored in placid waters. The steamer presently pulled into 
the jetty in the narrows, where all landed. 

All assembled on the beach bordering Mr. Denne's orchard plantation and were 
photographed by Brother Trowbridge. Shortly after 5.00 p.m. they were all again on Board, where 
tea and refreshments were served. It was an exceedingly jolly party and everyone was in good spirits. 
The return journey was accomplished before dark. 

An impressive Masonic service was held in the Town Hall on Sunday, 1st March. It was 
attended by Grand Masters, Grand Lodge Officers and Brethren wearing regalia, and wives and 
daughters of Freemasons. The hall was filled to capacity. The address on the "Principles of 
Freemasonry11 was delivered by Very Worshipful Bro. the Ven. F.W. Samwell, Grand Chaplain and 
Past Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge of South Australia, Archdeacon of Petersburg and Canon 
of Adelaide Cathedral. He said the first question one would ask about any organisation or society 
was "what is its object and purpose? What is its mission'?11 If we enquire at the outset, "What is 
Freemasonry?" we are confronted by a strange fact that the world at large knows but little about it, 
and that only in a general way. It can know nothing of its intrinsic principles and peculiar 
characteristics, except in so far as they are exemplified in the lives and practices of its members. We 
may best learn what Freemasonry is by remembering what it is not and what it makes no claim to be. 
It is not a religion and therefore is no substitute for the Church. It does not attempt to satisfy the 
cravings of our immortal nature which we find expressed in regular worship according to our 



59 

professed religious Faith. When a candidate desires to participate in our secrets, he is bidden to 
make a solemn obligation of secrecy, but he is told that there is nothing in the teachings of the Craft 
incompatible with his religious duties. Freemasonry is no rival of the Church, many of whose most 

devoted sons are members of our Order and while they act in conformity with the principles of the 
Craft, they do not fail to discharge their duty to the Most High, with fervency and zeal. 
Freemasonry is the handmaiden of religion, inculcating religious thought, sentiment aiid �uty. It is 
not a political organisation, but bigoted tyranny had sometimes tried to destroy it. It is not a school 
for reforming man, though it ever strives to make good men better. It is not a mutual aid society, 
although it constantly ministers to the wants of the distressed. It is not a school of philosophy 
though it teaches and favours art, sciences and literature. It is a beautiful system of morality, veiled 

in allegory and illustrated by symbols. Love of God and man are foundation and cornerstones of its 
structure. Its grand principles are Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. Brotherly love is the keystone 
of Freemasonry. It is seen in every act of our beautiful ritual. Where there is Love, relief is at hand 

in the hour of distress. Where Love is, the tongue is kept from evil and the lips from speaking guile. 

It would, however, be folly to say that these grand principles are upheld by .every 

individual Freemason. What Christianity, with its wonderful story and supernatural help fails in 

some measure to accomplish, Masonry will never succeed in doing. Such failings are sometimes seen 

among Freemasons, but that is not the fault of the Institution of Masonry. In both cases the same 

unhappy fact is clear, that in the heart of man there is a proneness to err, which will show itself in a 
greater or lesser degree as long as man remains on earth. 

There is a tradition that the site upon which the Temple of Solomon was built was owned 
in common by two brothers, one of whom had a family and the other had none. One night, after the 
haivest the elder said to his wife "my younger brother is unable to bear the heat and burden of the 

day. I will arise, take some of my shocks and place them without his knowledge, among his shocks. 
'The younger brother, being actuated by similar motives, said to himself "my brother has a family 

and I have none. I will contribute to his needs. I will take some of my shocks and place them with 
his. "Great was their astonishment, when, on the following morning they found their shocks 

undiminished. This happened several nights in succession, when each resolved to stand guard to 

solve the mystery. They did so, and on the following night the two brothers met half-way with their 

anns full of shocks and golden grain. Upon ground hallowed by such associations the 11threshing 

floor of Oman the Jebusite" the Temple of Solomon was erected - a Temple so spacious and 

magnificent that it was the admiration and wonder of the world. It is only upon ground hallowed by 

love that any enduring structure can be built. On no other basis can peace, goodwill and justice be 

established among men. The Temple of Solomon has long since crumbled into ruins, but 
Freemasonry, which exemplified the beautiful tradition of the Temple site, transmits the legend of 

its building and strives to instil into the consciences of its members the God-given principle of 
Brotherly Love. 

Relief is the outflow of brotherly love, its natural expression, its inevitable consequence. 

This great motive power has built the orphanages and gathered the children into schools throughout 

the world. It has compassion for the poor - has given bread to the hungry and covered the naked 
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with garments. It has launched the life-boat - but these are but the outward and visible sign of the 

perennial stream of charity, flowing from unseen channels, reach unto parched and wearied souls. 

Truly we may affirm that, but for the continuous exercise of its leading characteristics, Freemasonry 

would now be slumbering with systems of the past. That it is ancient we know, but with the 

abounding gift of charity, it ever renews its youth. 

In a conspicuous part of every Lodge is placed the Bible and every member of the Craft is 

charged to regard it as the unerring standard of truth and justice, and to regulate his life by the 

Divine precepts it contains. By virtue of its teachings we are bidden never to mention the Godhead 

but with awe and reverence which are due from the creature to his Creator; by imploring His aid in 

all our lawful undertakings, and to look to Him in every emergency for comfort and support. This is 

the very heart of our Freemasonry. When in 1877, the Grand Orient of France eliminated the 

requirement of belief in God and his law, she was cut off from recognition by regular Masonic 

bodies. Some time ago a foreign Lodge decided that the Volume of the Sacred Law should not be 

displayed in the Lodge Room. It was erased from the Masonic Roll. Freemasonry without the 

Divine Truth is not real Freemasonry. 

The series of Masonic gatherings terminated with an excursion by the river steamer 

"Mongana" to New Norfolk. It was a delightful summer's day and the scenery perpetually varying 

and beautiful, in which the visitors frequently expressed themselves in admiration. On arrival at 

New Norfolk, the party spent some time on the picturesque esplanade bordering the banks of the 

River DeIWent, where an alfresco repast was taken. After luncheon they were guests of Bro. R. W.G. 

Shoobridge who provided conveyances and took the visitors over his large fruit and hop plantations 

at Valleyfield and hospitably entertained them at his fine new residence "Currumbene". They all 

then returned via the township to the boat and at 5.00 p.m. started on the return journey, during 

which tea was served on board. Harmony was provided by several excellent musicians in the party. 

At the Annual Communication of 24th February 1909, held at Launceston, Most 

Worshipful Bro. Davies was elected Grand Master for the fourteenth time. Among the highlights of 

the preceding six months, he said, was the good fortune of the Grand Lodge of Victoria in inducing 

the Governor of Victoria, Sir Thomas Gibson-Carmichael to become their Grand Master. He had 

formerly been Grand Master Mason of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. Among local items of 

int�rest, he referred to a Sunday Masonic Setvice at New Norfolk, presided over by their newly 

appointed Grand Chaplain, Very Worshipful Bro. R.H. Richard. A large number of members were 

present, including the Deputy Grand Master, who expressed the view that although the occasion was 

an innovation, he hoped it would be more frequently honoured by Lodges. He said that their Grand 

Chaplains, with the ceroperation of the Grand Organist, would be arranging one or more similar 

setvices in the Masonic Halls in Hobart and Launceston. 
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During 1908 the Grand Secretary had received a letter from a New South Wales Lodge 
asking if it were possible to confer a degree upon two petty officers of one of H.M. warships 
expected in the Dement from New Zealand. The Grand Lodge of Tasmania agreed to arrange this 

and in due course a fonnal application was received through the Grand Lodge of New South Wales. 

During the visit of the American Fleet to Victoria, a reception was arranged for a large 

number of Masons among the ship's companies. The Pro. Grand Master and the Deputy Grand 
Master of Tasmania, who attended the function, returned full of praise for the real cordiality evident 
on the occasion. 

In conducting his address at the February 1909 Communications, the Grand Master 
advised that he would be visiting the "Old Country" in the following April in connection with an 
Imperial Press Conference. He was looking forward with considerable pleasure to meeting once 
again many Masonic friends. During his absence Grand Lodge affairs would be in the hands of the 
Pro. Grand Master and the Deputy Grand Master. 

On 28th June, 1909 the honour of knighthood was conferred by His Majesty King Edward 
VII, on their Right Honourable Deputy Grand Master, Sir George Davies, K.C.M.G. 

In August 1909 as an example of true Brotherhood in Freemasonry the Pro. Grand 
Master cited the case of a Tasmanian member of the Craft residing in Canada who met with a severe 

accident. His mates carried him for miles on a stretcher in order that he should have proper 
treatment. Out of their own pockets they defrayed the whole of the expenses. Unfortunately the 

Tasmanian Brother died, leaving behind a widow and two small children. The Canadian Brothers 
went to work and raised 600 dollars to meet medical and funeral expenses and for fares to enable the 
bereaved family to return home. Reimbursement was made to those who had so generously come to 
the assistance of the Brother and to those nearest and dearest to him in their time of need. 

In August 1910 the Grand Master was re-elected for the 15th time. 

During the year, the State had been in the grasp of a financial crisis and men of all walks 
of life had suffered. However, throughout all the difficulties the firm light of their Craft had shone, 

encouraging Brethren to endure the temporary inconveniences and to trust in a brighter future in 

their daily affairs. 

In his address to the Brethren the Grand Master touched on several matters of interest. 

He said he felt great pride and satisfaction that he had again been chosen as their Grand Master. 

During his absence for most of the year, Grand Lodge affairs had been very capably carried out by 
the Pro. Grand Master and the Deputy Grand Master. Also, it was still green in his memory, the 

goodwill and congratulatory sentiments evident among Grand Lodge Officers on his marriage, 

preyious to his departure for England. His wife was highly appreciative of the handsome gift they 

had presented to her1 which would ever be a treasured momenta to her. 
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Their trip round the world had been very beneficial and had extended their knowledge in 
many ways. He hoped to be able to use the experience gained to the advantage of the Craft in 
Tasmania and in furthering the interests of people of this beautiful Island home of his adoption. 

He had many invitations to attend Masonic functions in London, but his many other 
engagements prevented him from availing himself of all but a few of them. However, he had many 
opportunities of meeting distinguished Masons socially during Press Conference duties and 
gatherings. 

He was pleased to nOte the desire, in different parts of the State, for the opening of new 
Lodges, namely at Derby, Branxholm and Huon. However, the former two places being contiguous 
to Scottsdale, it had been thought advisable to postpone consideration until the railway had been 
completed, when they would be better able to judge the merits of the application. In regard to 
Huon, he thought that a very strong and prosperous Lodge could be founded there. 

The half-yearly Communication of Friday, 28th August 1910, at Hobart, was chaired by 
the Pro. Grand Master, Most Worshipful Bro. RJ. Sadler, M.H.A., P.G.M., owing to the absence of 
the Grand Master in Sydney where he was representing the Grand Lodge of Tasmania at the 
Installation Ceremony of the new Grand Master of New South Wales, Lord Chelmsford. 

The final year of the first decade of the new century was marked by the death, on 6th 
May, of the Patron of Tasmanian Freemasonry and their much beloved Monarch of all his subjects -
King Edward VII who had rightly earned the title of the "Peacemaker of the World". All Lodges 
were ordered into mourning and a cable message had been foxwarded to England expressing great 
sorrow and sympathy with the King, Queen Mother and the Royal Family. 

A Lodge of Sorrow was held in the Masonic Halli Hobart, on Sunday, 29th May, at which 
all Masons and their womenfolk were invited. The Oration was delivered by War.Bro. Rev. R 
Richard. In several parts of Tasmania Lodges of Sorrow were held - and indeed, throughout the 
whole of the Masonic world. The Grand Master said it was unnecessary to recapitulate the 
profound expressions of regret and sorrow expressed in all quarters of the globe. They recognised 
the great loss sustained by the Empire and it was their earnest hope that Kind George V would 
enjoy long life, health and happiness to reign over them with advantage to the Empire. 

The second decade of the twentieth century commenced with little expectation among Masonic 
circles of the world shattering events that were to occur in that period. The Grand Lodge of 

Tasmania entered the period quietly enough with preoccupation in domestic affairs and steady 
progress. Pacific Lodge Jubilee was celebrated. It spread over four evenings, including functions for 
wives and children of Brethren. In October the Tasmanian Operative Lodge celebrated its 75th 
Anniversary and Rechab Lodge its 25th Anniversary in January. 
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The question of permission for Peace Lodge to move from Forth to Penguin was still 

withheld, pending a decision on the likely Lodges that would be affected, as it was not desired that 

Lodges would be brought into competition. 

At the half-yearly Communication of 31st August 1911, the President of the Board of 

General Purposes said that the Loyal Address from the Freemasons of Tasmania to H.M. the King, 

on the occasion of his Coronation, had been conveyed to England and presented by the Grand 

Master of Victoria, Sir Thomas Gibson-Carmichael. 

The six sets of new. Regalia, manufactured in Victoria, had arrived and when the old 

Regalia had been renovated, it was thought that the expense and inconvenience of transporting 

Regalia from place to place and return, by rail and other means, would be over. 

It had been some time since an application had been received for a new Lodge, but one 

had come from Smithton. Everything was in order and the petition, recommended by Monatteh 

Lodge, was approved. The district had several resident Masons and many eligible prospective 

members. 

The Annual Communication of 29th February 1912 saw the Grand Master installed for 

the seventeenth year. He reflected on the apparent rapidity of the passing years which were 

invariably bringing greater responsibilities. He said that in his humble endeavours to discharge 

faithfully the duties of Grand Master, he had ever been mindful of its obligations and the example 

expected of the Grand Master in the Chair. His very many years in connection with Freemasonry 

and the long period he had enjoyed the goodwill of the Brethren, led him to hope that the ideals he 

had striven for had been fairly recognised and had led to his repeated re-election to his high office. 

The continued welfare of Grand Lodge and the happiness of the Brethren was his special concern. 

The Grand Master said that in connection with the desire of members of Peace Lodge to 

remove to Penguin, many of whom resided in Penguin, the difficulty was likely to be overcome by an 

amalgamation of Peace and Leven Lodges and thus obviate the objection raised of encroachment on 

Leven Lodge. The solution has been advocated and worked for by Right Worshipful Bro. C. 

Ramsey, who had exercised great tact in the matter. The new Lodge, Smithton, No.31 TC, was 

consecrated on 20th February 1912, by the Grand Master. 

Six months later (August 1912) it was reported that a delay had arisen in the proposed 

removal of Peace Lodge to Penguin. Objections had been raised to the suggested amalgamation 

with Leven Lodge at Penguin. The first meeting at Penguin was held on 25th November, 1912. 

Owing to the decrease in population in consequence of the languishing mineral fields, 

fears were expressed as to the continuance of Pembroke Lodge at Lefroy. 
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During the period under review, the State was shocked at the news concerning the Mount 

Lyell disaster. Enquiries made elicited the fact that only one Mason had lost his life in the event and 

that a special grant from Grand Lodge funds, to aid his relatives, was not necessary as members of 

the Craft had contributed individually to a fund set up for that purpose. 

On 19th February 1914 the President of the Board of General Purposes (Very Worshipful 

Bro. H.L. D'Emden) in his Report, said that it was most satisfactory to the Board that his Excellency 

Sir William Ellison-Macartney had consented to be nominated and to preside over the Grand Lodge 

of Tasmania. While rejoicing at the Installation of a new Grand Master, the Board was sensible to 

the very valuable services ren�ered to the Craft by Most Worshipful Bro. Davies, their retiring 

Grand Master. They recognised that for eighteen years he had presided over Grand Lodge with 

dignity and judgment. He had been unsparing of himself in travelling to remote parts of the 

Jurisdiction in pursuance of Masonic duties and it was gratifying to note that he would continue that 

interest in the position of Pro. Grand Master. 

It was with deep regret that the death had occurred on 12th November, of the Deputy 

Grand Master, Sir J.G. Davies, KC.M.G., M.H.A. He was a man beloved by all who knew him and 

every Brother mourned the loss of a faithful friend. 

Launceston Brethren had been making efforts to reduce the debt on their Masonic Hall. 

Three Lodges had taken over the whole of the property and its liabilities from the Masonic Hall 

Company. The Board of Benevolence had consented to take over the balance of the mortgage as an 

investment, amounting to about 1.100. 

Possibly one of the finest gatherings ever held on the Northern Coast was the Installation 

meeting of Mersey Lodge at Devenport on 10th September 1913. The fact that the Lodge Room 

was filled to capacity with a large number of Brethren, had sown the seed of a resolve to erect a new 

Masonic Lodge Room at that very important centre. 

On Monday, 13th October 1913, a large number of coastal Brethren assembled at Burnie 

to be present at the ceremony of clothing Right Worshipful Bro. C. Ramsay with a beautiful set of 

Past Deputy Grand Master's regalia, to mark their appreciation of the action of the Grand Master in 

conferring that rank on him. The presentation was made on behalf of Peace, Concord, Poulett, 

Mersey, Emu, Monatteh, Leven and Smithton Lodges. 

The War Years 

The Grand Secretary, in submitting his report for the year 1914/515, said the disturbing 

influence of the wai' had penetrated to their quiet circle and numerous applications had been 

received to hasten or facilitate conferring of degrees on young members going to the front. Nor was 

that commendable spirit of loyalty to the Mother Country confined to young members for one of the 

Military Chaplains with the First Australian Expeditionary Force was Very Worshipful Bro. the 

Venerable Archdeacon Richard, Past Grand Chaplain. Also Lieut. Colonel Bro. Dr. W.W. Giblin 
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was in charge of the Australian Field Hospital. He said he prayed that all their Tasmanian Brethren 
might return safely to their Island State. 

In remarking on the leakage of membership and the possibility of providing a remedy, he 
said their experience in Tasmania was precisely similar to that of the other Grand Lodges. During 
the past twenty years they had made twice as many new members as they started with1 

but at the 
current time they had only a few hundred more members than they had in 1890. No practical 
remedy had been suggested in any State and he considered the real reason was lack of employment. 
Too many Past Masters ceased to be workers after they had passed the Chair, because they felt 

shunted, put on the shelf as back numbers, and lost interest in the Lodge. So it was with Grand 

Lodge. The right to wear the "Garter Blue and Gold" was prized and the success achieved by the 
appointment some years previously of Assistant Inspectors of Lodges, led him to believe that much 
good might be effected by the appointment of Past Grand Rank of worthy workers in the country 
districts, for whom there was no room on the list of Grand Lodge officers. In Victoria and other 
Constitutions, this had been done and "appointments" and "promotions" to Past Grand rank were 
separate affairs. In Tasmania, however, too much attention had been confined to the latter. A 
glance at the list of Grand Lodge officers would show that one-third were permanent officers and 
that there was but little room for infusion of new blood annually. 

The Grand Secretary referred to the demise, since the previous Annual Communication, 
of several Grand Lodge members. Among them was Worshipful Bro. Arthur A. Stephens, BA. 
(London), Past Senior Grand Deacon, who died on 14th May 1914 at the age of 47 years. Bro. 
Stephens was Vice-Principal of Hutchins School for many years. He also had been Principal of 
Queen's College. He was a leading member of Pacific Lodge No.S. 

Also, on 24th January 1915, Worshipful Bro. Arthur E. Risby, ex Master Warden of the 

Hobart Marine Board died. He was an active member and Past Master of Tasmanian Operative 
Lodge. 

Also, passed away 17th July 1914, was Worshipful Bro. Arthur Hinman, a Launceston 

business man of varied interests. He was a member of Hope Lodge No. 4 T.C. 

Also, on 21st November 1914, Worshipful Bro. Harry White died. He was a prominent 

and active member in the movement which culminated in the formation of the Grand Lodge of 
Tasmania. 

Also, on 19th February 1915, Worshipful Bro. Joseph Bidencope, Past Grand Deacon 

died. He had been a subscribing member of Tasmanian Operative Lodge for 49 years and had 
hoped to have reached his Jubilee as a Freemason. 

It was in February 1915 that members of the Board of General Purposes, resident in 

Northern Tasmania, submitted a proposal that the Board meet in Launceston at least once in every 

six �onths The matter would be considered at its next monthly meeting. 
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The Most Worshipful Grand Master referred to the number of Freemasons who had 

volunteered for the Expeditionary Forces and suggested that a Roll of Honour be erected in a 
suitable position in the Masonic Hall, commemorating the names of those who had enlisted in the 
current war and also in the South African War. The President of the Board undertook to see that 
the matter would not be lost sight of. 

At Communications in February 1916 the President of the Board comme�ded the action 
of some Lodges for remitting Lodge dues of members on active service, during their absence, while 

still maintaining their status on-the Roll of the Lodge. 

A proposal to eliminate or reduce the cost of refreshments at monthly Lodge meetings 
and to devote the savings to the Red Cross Fund had been heartily taken up by the Lodges. Up to 
31st December, over 150 had been contributed towards providing comforts for sick and wounded 

soldiers. 

Members of the Fraternity were very pleased to welcome the return of Very Worshipful 

Bro. Archdeacon RH. Richard, P.G.C., who had, in pursuance of his calling, performed such good 

work in Egypt and other parts where Australian soldiers were located. 

Possibly the most notable event of the year was a visit by the Grand Master to Mersey 

Lodge (on the night of the annual Devonport Agricultural Show) on 8th December, where he 

performed the Installation of the Worshipful Master. On 9th December he attended the Installation 
at Peace Lodge. The visits were undoubtedly a distinct help to the Lodges concerned, which were so 

far away from the larger centres of population. 

The 29th May saw the opening of the new Masonic Hall at Devenport, which was filled to 

capacity with Brethren for the first meeting of Mersey Lodge in the new building. 

In regard to the ballot for Officers of Grand Lodge at the Annual Communication, the 

Grand Secretary had been unable to distribute the ballot papers so that the recipients had the 

necessary ten clear days before the date of voting, in fact, only six days had been allowed and some 

West Coast members had not sufficient time to return their papers. After much discussion it was 

resolved that on principle, the ballot so far taken should be declared void and that a new ballot be 

taken, using different coloured papers, but on the nominations already received. The new ballot 

closed at 9.00 p.m. on Thursday, 10th March, the Annual Communication having been adjourned 

from 24th February to 17th March at 4.30 p.m. 

At the August (1916) Communications the Grand Master referred to the question 
whether Grand Lodge had the power to "adjourn" business with the view to resumption at a later 

date or time. The question was raised by a correspondent who doubted the action taken at the 

previous Annual Communications, suggesting that Grand Lodge should have been "called ofr1 and 

"catted on". The essence of The Grand Master's ruling was that "calling ofr and 110n" would have 
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been appropriate if that action was intended for the temporary purpose, for a short time, of moving 

"from labour to refreshment" and "from refreshment to labour". He also said that he had no doubt 

that Grand Lodge, being a sovereign and deliberative body, had the inherent power to take any 

action in the management of its affairs, which was not contrary to the Ancient Landmarks of the 

Order or its own Constitution and that the power of "adjournment" was a proper and most 

convenient course to take. 

At the Annual Communication of 28th February 1917, held at Launceston, the anticipated 

move of His Excellency the Governor to another State spelt the end of his term as Grand Master of 

the Grand Lodge of Tasmania: Right Worshipful Bro. H.L. D'Emden, in his report as President of 

the Board of General Purposes said it was with sincere regret that they realised they would be losing 

him. Since his occupation of the high office he had so ardently and earnestly performed the duties 

attached thereto, that his loss would be greatly felt. The good wishes of all Tasmanian Brethren 

went with him to his new location. He had occupied the exalted position of Grand Master with 

dignity and distinction since his installation on 19th February 1914, and the hope was expressed that 

the fraternal friendships which had so happily existed during an extended period might long be 

continued and that he would be able to look back on his occupation of the position of Grand Master 

with pleasure and satisfaction. 

He said, the actual news of his appointment as Governor of Western Australia had not 

reached him before he had been nominated for re-election. His course of procedure would be that 

immediately before his departure, or immediately after, he would forward a letter to the Grand 

Secretary, acquainting him of the fact that owing to circumstances over which he had no control, he 

regretted he must resign as Grand Master. What followed would be a matter of consideration of 

Grand Lodge. 

One of the oldest and most respected members of Mersey Lodge No. 21 T.C., Worshipful 

Bro. CJ. Hiller, died on 10th April 1917, aged 76 years. He was initiated in the Royal Naval Lodge 

No. 429 E.C. at Broadstairs
1 Kent and attained the rank of Past Master before coming to Tasmania. 

He-was prominent in helping to bring about the re•opening of Mersey Lodge, previously under the 

Irish Constitution, which became No. 21 T.C. in July 1892. He was Secretary of the Lodge at the 

time and continued in that office for many years. 

A Lodge of Sorrow, in memory of Worshipful Bro. Hiller was held at the Masonic Hall, 

Devenport. Bro. Rev. H. Wilkinson gave the Oration. He said of Bro. Hiller that he was a good 

man and a Brother among them. He had lived in their town for many years and took an active 

interest in its welfare. He was well known and highly respected and his voice and influence was ever 

on the side of right. Such men as he were the salt of the earth. They were needed in all countries 

and in every age. They were the greatest asset of any nation. There were those who would estimate 

a countcy's prosperity by its mines, its farms and its commerce. But a nation's wealth was more 

clearly revealed in the quality of its men. Neither natural resources nor great industries could 

compensate for a decadent mankind. 
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They mourned their Brother, but they did not do so as those without hope. They believed 

that God is their Father and Friend and they trusted His Infinite Mercy. They were assured that 

Love is at the heart of the Universe and they looked for the life that is eternal. Death is the gateway 

into life, life with such harmony and beauty that they cannot know here. The thoughtful mind and 

humble heart may gather that some day some lessons of such importance and value would be 

revealed that would raise the whole life, Their Brother had gone, but others remained. Let them 

learn the value of brotherly intercourse and regard it as one of the greatest boons of life; let them 

do what they may to enrich and sweeten it. The greatest of all the lessons to be learned, the one that 

would transform life, was to trust God. There may be things in life unexplained and the way may 

sometimes be dark. They may .not always understand His purpose or plan, but where they could not 

trace they still may trust. 

The Roll of Honour for the Jurisdiction contained 151 names of members of various 

Lodges who had enlisted for active service with the Australian Expeditionaiy Forces. It included the 

names of nine Brethren killed in action. 

On the afternoon of Thursday, 22nd March 1917, the Pro. Grand Master gave a reception 

to afford Brethren an opportunity of bidding farewell to Most Worshipful Bro. Sir William Ellison

Macartney, on his leaving Tasmania, 

The Most Worshipful Grand Master said that it may be that in the Grand Lodges in other 

States, the membership was larger, but he was perfectly certain that in no State in the 

Commonwealth, and perhaps in no other part of His Majesty's dominions, was there to be found a 

body of men more worthy to call themselves members of their Ancient Institution than those with 

whom he had the honour and pleasure to be identified during the period of his residence in the 

State. He was carrying away with him the regard and appreciation of the Craft. The zeal of the 

Brethren had not been allowed to slacken while he had been Grand Master. He was taking with him 

one of the most cherished memories that he could desire to retain. 

A levee followed, when the Grand Master, at the head of the hall, shook hands with and bade 

farewell to all those present individually. 

A Special Communication of Grand Lodge was held at the Masonic Hall, Hobart, on 

Friday 15th June 1917 at 8.00 p.m. to elect a Grand Master for the remainder of the Masonic Year. 

The Past Deputy Grand Master, Right Worshipful Bro. H.L. D'Emden said that the 

Board of General Purposes found itself in some difficulty as to the method of appointing a 

successor, as the Book of Constitutions did not provide for any election other than the usual election 

of a Grand Master. They, therefore, had sought the opinion of the Grand Registrar, who advised 

that Regulation 178 provided that "in the case of the demise of the Grand Master, or if from any 

cause he shall be rendered permanently incapable of discharging the duties of his Office, .the Pro. 

Grand Master shall summon a meeting of Grand Lodge immediately, in order to elect a Grand 

Master for the remainder of the Masonic Year". 



69 

There was no special provision in the Book of Constitutions as to how an election was to

be conducted, other than the usual method in vogue at Annual Communications. It was a well

known rule that where the proceedings of any society or body are not governed by any rules or 

regulations, it was within the province of such society to regulate its own proceedings by a vote of 

the majority of those present. 

If Grand Lodge decided to proceed with an election, he was of the opinion that it should 

be by ballot and he did not see any reason why the same procedure should not be followed as in the 

election of a Worshipful Master of a Private Lodge. In summoning Grand Lodge, the particular 

reason for convening should be expressed in the Summons and no other business could be entered 

upon at such meeting. He advised that after the format opening of Grand Lodge, that a motion 

should be moved as follows:-

"'The Grand Lodge do now proceed to elect by ballot and without nomination, a Grand 

Master, to act for the remainder of the Masonic Year." 

If any member of Grand Lodge did not agree with the motion, he should move an 

amendment, "that nominations for the Office of Grand Master be received (up to such date as may 

be mentioned) and that Grand Lodge should meet again on a date to be fixed, for the purpose of 

electing a Grand Master from those members who might be nominated. 

The Past Deputy Grand Master announced that the Board had decided to act on the 

advice given, and accordingly he moved: 

''The Grand Lodge do now proceed to elect by ballot, without nomination, a Grand 

Master to act for the remainder of the Masonic Year." 

Numerous letters of support for the procedure and for the nomination of the Pro. Grand 

Master for the vacancy were received. Most Wor. Bro. Davies was duly installed. 
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As the war of 1914-18 drew to a close M.W. Bro. C.E. Davies was back at the helm of 
Grand Lodge. 

The President of the Board of General Purposes indicated in his Report to Grand Lodge 
on 30th August 1917 that in order to avoid the necessity of Brethren, who had enlisted, carrying their 
Masonic certificates with them in the theatres of war, the Board had issued a small "passport" 
printed in English, French and German languages, recommending the Brother named therein to the 
good offices of Brethren with whom he came in contact. 

A Special Communication was convened on 14th Februaiy 1918 for the purpose of laying 
the foundation stone of a Masonic Hall at Stanley for Monatteh Lodge No. 26 T.C. The Oration 
was delivered by Right Worshipful Bro. H.H. Anderson. He said that the building for which they 
laid the foundation stone that afternoon must be but a humble copy of the Temple erected by King 
Solomon in Jerusalem. Their building would not have the beauty of pillar and winding staircase of 
polished marble and burnished gold, but it would have in the spiritual sense, all that was represented 
by them. First the building itself will be orientated due east and west, following the pattern laid 
down by the Temple. In that lay a deep symbolism. They finnly believed that the Great Architect 
was the builder of the Universe. From Him all knowledge emanated. The rising sun symbolised the 
light of true knowledge, which He sheds upon the human soul. When the sun is at its Meridian, to 
that part of the earth is given the full light of day, and so the sun is always at its Meridian with 
respect to Freemasonry and our Lodges stretch east to the rising sun and to the west to the setting 
sun. 

Their building would be like the Temple • built four-square. There they had the 
symbolism of uprightness and integrity, for Masonry stood for all that was true and straight. They 
would have no pillars outside their building, but they would have them inside, pointing out that their 
aspirations must not rest on the earth, but their desires must be like those pillars, ever directed 

towards the heavens. So should their thoughts and wishes and hopes be directed fl'Om this 
subliminary abode to those eternal mansions where the world's great Architect lives and reigns 
forever. 

They would not have the winding staircase, but they would have a figurative one. that 
reached to those eternal mansions, signifying those virtues which can rise from the physical world to 
the spiritual world. 

For stones of polished marble there were those who formed the Lodge, not made with 
hands. Should anyone fail to perform his allotted task while it was yet day, he not only injured 
himself, but weakened the structure of which he was an integral part, but he who Jived up to the 
principles and tenets of the Craft, brought credit to himself and to the Lodge of which he is a 
member. For burnished gold they had the characters of those who lived and were living up to the 
high standards of their Institution. Finally, though the material substances of which their Lodges 
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were built may change yet the principles by which the building was built will ever be the same. The 

foundations must be firm and solid and the walls must be true and plumb. They knew the foundation 

on which they must build and their Craft taught them the principles by which they should build their 

lives. May their building to be erected by the skill of the workmen, be a symbol of the temple they 

would raise in their own hearts1 directed by the Great Architect of the Universe. 

The Tasmanian representative of the Grand Lodge of West Australia, Right Worshipful 

Bro. Colonel W. Martin P.S.G.W., in submitting his report on that Grand Lodge, for the year 

1917/18, included the following item of great interest to Tasmanian Brethren. The Annual 

Communication of the Grand Lodge took place at Government House (Perth, W .A.) on 25th April 

1918, when the retiring Grand Master the Rev. C.O.L. Riley, Archbishop of Perth, in the presence of 

a very large and representative gathering of Brethren, installed the Grand Master elect, Most 

Worshipful Bro. Sir Wm. Ellison�Macartney. 

Upon his re-election in February 1918, the Grand Master referred to the special crisis 

existing in the world's history. He said that their joint contributions to Red Cross funds had shown 

considerable self denial on the part of the Brethren. He noted with satisfaction that Lodges had 

avoided unnecessary extravagance at their meetings and had curtailed refreshments, resulting in over 

700 being handed over to the Red Cross. Besides this, many Brethren, privately, had made 

contributions. 

He was disappointed that they had not yet been able to carry out the wishes of a large 

number of Brethren on King Island, to found a new Lodge there. The Charter had been prepared, 

but unavoidable circumstances had caused the Ceremony to be postponed. 

However at the half�yearly Communication of 29th August 1918
1 

the President of the 

Board of General Purposes reported that after a long period of waiting their King Island Brethren 

had at last realised their wishes by the establishment of Nugara Lodge, No. 32 T.C. The 

Consecration of the Lodge and the Installation of the first Worshipful Master was ably carried out 

by Right Worshipful Bro. T.W. Fowler, P.D.G.M., on 29th May 1918. 

It was reported that Masonic Setvices at both Hobart and Launceston were held on 

Sunday afternoons, under the auspices of Grand Lodge. They had attracted very large attendances 

and the addresses delivered by the Grand Chaplains had been most instructive and impressive. The 

musical part of the setvices had been very ably carried out by the Masonic choirs. Beautifully 

appropriate hymns and supplications, directed towards their brave soldiers and allies were gladly 

accepted in all the Lodges and were much appreciated. 

The matter of taxation imposed on the incomes of lodges by the Federal Taxation 

authorities had been taken up with the appropriate Minister and after the unreasonableness of the 

imposition had been pointed out, it was discontinued. 
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Monthly contributions to the Red Cross Fund, from different Lodges were well 

maintained, the total currently exceeding 800 pounds. The efforts of the Hobart Lodges in 

organising special concerts for Red Cross Funds had resulted in substantial donations being made. 

The presence at the concerts of His Excellency the Governor and his family added to the occasions. 

The opportunities which their enlisted Brethren had received in England, to enjoy 

Masonic privileges, had been daily brought to notice. For example, a son of Very Worshipful Bro. 

D. Jones had been raised to the third degree by the Pro. Grand Secretary of Sussex, Worshipful Bro.

R.G. Stringer.

At Salisbury, England, the Parkside Masonic Fraternity was formed in connection with the 

AI.F. Also, a new Australian Lodge had been formed in London. 

The war continued to consistently and ruthlessly exercise its devastating influence on 

humanity and the world's resources. Despite recent successes by the Allies, there were yet no signs 

of early cessation of hostilities. The sacrifice of millions of their fellow creatures unhappily 

necessitated special efforts being made to fill the gaps in the ranks. The Grand Master, in common 

with leaders of other organisations, had placed before the Freemasons of Tasmania, the urgency of 

filling those places left by their boys, many of whom were weary and worn by their strenuous efforts1 

while so many had made the supreme sacrifice. At the termination of the war, thousands of voices 

would sound their praises when they returned home with their well-earned victory honours. 

The Annual Communication of Thursday, 27th February 1919, was held at the Masonic 

Hall, Launceston. Most Worshipful Bro. Davies again was appointed Grand Master and Most 

Worshipful Bro. H.L. D'Emden was re•appointed Pro. Grand Master. However, Right Worshipful 

Bro. G.H. Hogg indicated that he did not wish to continue as Deputy Grand Master. The Grand 

Master said he would not make a replacement until the matter had been thoroughly considered. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Davies said the cessation of hostilities in the greatest war the world 

had every known had brought relief to them all. Their hearts were gladdened by the victory of their 

gallant Anny, Navy and Allies. The Empire had played its part in preventing the immolation and 

subjugation of several of the smaller nations of the Old World by a ruthless and vindictive foe. They 

mourned for the thousands, who, in doing their duty, had made the supreme sacrifice. Many gaps 

had been made in their Masonic ranks. The memory of them would ever be revered and their names 

would be emblazoned on the Roll of Fame. Few of them would ever forget the announcement of the 

glad news which restored peace to the world. How to adequately express gratitude and relief 

seemed difficult to decide. Never was the efficacy of prayer more emphasised than on that occasion 

and it was natural that Masonic Memorial Thanksgiving services should be conducted throughout 

the Jurisdiction by Lodges and Grand Lodge Chaplains. 

The Grand Master of South Australia had raised the subject of the difficulties which had 

arisen with the admission of candidates who had been maimed or otherwise bodily affected in the 

war and thereby be not qualified under the Ancient Charges of Freemasonry. Most Worshipful Bro. 



73 

Davies said that the Board of General Purposes of England had considered the matter and a 
decision had been made which should influence their own actions in Tasmania in similar 
circumstances. It was pointed out that hardship might occur if such candidates, otherwise fully 

qualified, were debarred from joining their ranks. Therefore, although it was impossible to lay down 
a hard and fast rule, the Board was of the opinion that if a candidate was capable of learning the Art 
and of understanding the secrets and was capable of explaining and exemplifying them when called 
upon, they should be admitted to the Order on the approval of the Grand Master. 

The Grand Master went on to say that the desire to become a member of their Ancient 
and Honourable Order was not ·only growing in the State, but also in other parts of Australia, and 
while it was politic to encourage good and worthy citizens to join their ranks, the need for being 
circumspect was essential. It was also desirable that their ceremonies not be unnecessarily hurried, 
the solemnity of which was lessened by the introduction of too many candidates at a time. Brethren 
would appreciate much more, the privilege of being raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason 
if the time to attain if were lengthened. In some parts of the State he had directed attention to the 
overgrowth in numbers of new members, which rendered Lodges unwieldy. This applied particularly 
to City Lodges. To meet the congestion, applications had been made to establish new Lodges. 
Numbers, too, in Country Lodges continued to grow. The King Island Lodge continued to grow and 
soon a new Lodge would be established at Franklin where the future welfare of the Lodge in the 
populous district was assured. 

A Masonic Service of Thanksgiving was held in the Town Hall, Hobart, on Sunday 
afternoon, 24th November 1918. The main hall, in which the service took place, was crowded with 
members of the Craft and their families. 

Proceedings began with the processional hymn "Great Ruler of the Nations" followed by 
the National Anthem. The Grand Master said in his introductory address, the great Institution of 
Freemasonry had not played an insignificant part in the memorable events. Their Masonic 
principles were founded on religion and virtue. Faithfulness to God, loyalty to their King and to 
their Country and its laws were impressed upon them. With such professions influencing them, 
thousands of their Brethren had co-operated in the struggle to maintain freedom and the 
suppression of military domination of the small nations of Europe. The dark and ominous war 
clouds of horror and anxiety, which for four years had overhung them had been dispersed and a vista 
of brighter and happier days had opened before them. 

The Oration was delivered by Very Worshipful Bro. Venerable Archdeacon Richard, 
P.G.C. He said the glorious news that had reached them was tantamount to God's el1.dorsement that 
they were figl1ting for a righteous cause. The day marked the dawning of a new era, pregnant with 
greater potentialities for the British Empire than any other since the dawning of Christianity. They 
thanked God for the cessation of hostilities and for the realisation of peace, for the triumph of their 
gallant soldiers and sailors over a ruthless foe. He referred to the wonderful changes of the past few 
months and paid warm tribute to the Australian soldiers who had fallen in the fight for right and 
liberty. They thought of the comrades who had fallen at Gallipoli, in Egypt and in France. Their 
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lives had not been given in vain. They of the British Empire had felt it incumbent on them to defend 

the weak and that was the reason they had thrown their strength into the balance. What had been 

accomplished would be handed down to the generations to come. They as Masons could appreciate 

the brotherhood that had led Great Britain, Canada, France and the other Allies to stand firm side 

by side in the struggle for righteousness. They had but admiration for the courage, fortitude, 
patience and magnanimity of those who had been called upon to face trials greater than. Britons had

ever been called upon to face before. Those brave men could not have fought as they did had they 

not been encouraged by �others, wives and sweethearts. They thanked God for the splendid 
conduct of their womenfolk. The future had much in store in the way of re-building and God would 

measure their future greatness by the measure of sacrifices they were prepared to make. It meant 

much to Australia, which was abundantly blessed, but as yet still in her teens as a nation. She had 

laid the foundation of a glorious nation on 25th April 191S and had laid it well and truly in the 

55,000 lads who had laid down their lives. A national structure had to be built that would lead the 

world and each man, according to his measure, to see that his influence, both spiritual and material, 

was properly exercised. He asked those present, who believed in the words he had taken for his text 

(Psalm CXXIV, 7 110ur help standeth in the name of the Lord") to stand up and repeat them aloud. 

The whole assembly rose and solemnly enunciated them. 

A closing hymn (composed by Vecy Worshipful Bro. Archdeacon Richard, in memory of 

his fallen comrades and sung at the Anzac Commemoration in London in 1917) was then sung:-

"Lord in thy tender mercy hear, 

The Prayer we offer Thee, 

For souls of fallen comrades dear, 

Who now Thy presence see. 

Much love blots out foul stains of sin, 

Nor were they wholly free, 

1brough strife and pain and death they win 

Pardon and grace from Thee. 

For friends their vernal lives laid down, 

No greater love can show, 

By passions road from Cross to Crown, 

The way of life they go. 

For truth and right; at honour's call 

They gave the years to be 

Rewarded, loved, they one and all 

Shall find true joy in Thee. 



Safe home at last in mansions blest 

Well pleasing in Thy sight 

Grant them, 0 Lord, eternal rest 

Refreshment, peace and light." 
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Other Masonic thanksgiving seIVices were held in Launceston and in different parts of the 

State, at all of which attendances were very large and impressively conducted by Lodge Chaplains. 

On 5th April 19191 the ceremony of Consecration of the new Lodge at Franklin took 

place, conducted by the Most Worshipful Grand Master. It was named Huon Lodge, No. 33 T.C. 

There was a large attendance of Brethren and all Hobart Lodges were strongly represented. 

The President of the Board of General Purposes at the half-yearly Communication of 

29th August 1919 said that the Grand Master's suggestion that some memorial for Peace should be 

arranged was received favourably by Lodges throughout the Jurisdiction. 

An invitation was received from the Grand Lodge of England for the Grand Master and 

Grand Secretary to attend Peace celebrations of that Grand Lodge in London. Unfortunately, it was 

not possible to take advantage of the offer. 

A new Lodge in Hobart, to be known as Victory Lodge, had been recommended for 

approval by the Grand Master and the Consecration was arranged for 6th September. 

The Most Worshipful Grand Master of Western Australia, His Excellency Sir William 

Ellison-Macartney, had forwarded to the Grand Secretary, copies of a Solemn Thanksgiving for the 

Declaration of Peace, held in Perth on 10th August. He expressed his good wishes to the Grand 

Lodge and Brethren of Tasmania. 

A Colour-Sergeant of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers stationed on Gibraltar would retire in 

April and desired to settle in Tasmania. He was highly recommended and was assured of a welcome 

and assistance. 

The Grand Master said the subject that had engaged their attention had been the meeting 

in Paris of the Powers, to impose terms of Peace on their enemies and the signing of the Treaty. 

Attention had been directed to the best ways of commemorating their victorious achievement. 

The southern Lodges had decided to endow a cot in the childrens' ward of the Hobart 

General Hospital and over 600 pounds had been subscribed for that object. Launceston Brethren 

were also endowing a similar cot in that City. Other Lodges, either in combination or separately 

were planning for local objects for the commemoration of Peace. Rolls of honour were to be 

erected in most Lodges. 
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The Consecration of Victory Lodge, set down for 6th September, had to be postponed 
owing to the outbreak of influenza. The postponed Ceremonies took place in October, the first 
Worshipful Master being Worshipful Bro. W.G. Bowtell. Both the Consecration and Installation 
were of a most impressive character and the new Lodge promised to be a prosperous and useful 
addition to the Craft. 

The celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the Tasmanian Union Lodge, No. 3 T.C., took 
place in Hobart on the 14th August. It not only established the age of Masonry in Tasmania, but 
also recalled memories of names of many prominent members of the Craft long since passed away. 
The Grand Master said his own Masonic career was intimately associated with the Lodge, while their 
Grand Secretary, Right Worshipful Bro. John Hamilton had been actively engaged in its affairs for 
over sixty years. 

Because of the.outbreak of influenza, the meeting of the Board of General Purposes had 
to be cancelled. The unfortunate outbreak which had descended on them so suddenly, had cause of 
wide-spread anxiety and was responsible for the temporary cessation of nearly all Masonic meetings. 

In February 1920 the Grand Master was pleased to say that Right Worshipful Bro. A. 
Corrie, Queensland District Grand Master (E.C.) was confident that during the coming year a 
complete and harmonious blending of all the Constitutions in Queensland would be accomplished in 
a United Grand Lodge of Queensland. He was sure all Tasmanian Masons rejoiced at the prospect 
of such a consummation of the efforts of their former Tasmanian Brother in working towards 
Masonic Unity. 

In August 1920 the Most Worshipful Bro. C.E. Davies indicated his intention of 
relinquishing the Grand Mastership, but on 1st December 1920 died suddenly, still in Office. A 
Memorial Service was held at the Masonic Hall, Hobart, on 14th February 1921. The Pro. Grand 
Master, Most Worshipful Bro. H.L. D'Emden, in addressing the gathering, said they met together to
pay tribute to the memory of their late Grand Master. No words of his could adequately represent 
the sense of great loss they all felt. His experience had been so wide, his disposition so generous and 
his Masonic knowledge so great, that they recognised in him a counsellor and a friend. At all times 
his abounding activity created a happy influence of hope and confidence. His Masonic life had been 
such as to uphold the Craft in the Tasmanian Jurisdiction and to render it respected throughout 
Australia and abroad. He would no more be missed in domestic and community circles than in the 
Grand Lodge of Tasmania, with which he had been connected since its inception in 1890, and which 
his setvices as an Officer and Grand Master over 30 intervening years, had done so much to improve 
and strengthen. 

Under his rule and guidance their Grand Lodge made steady progress. From the earliest 
return available, the number of Lodges had grown from 20 to 34, as at 31st December 1920. The 
number of members had grown from 923 to 2177. 
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The Benevolent Fund, of which he was so proud and which he had worked so hard to 

establish, had proved a blessing to many poor and distressed Brethren and their widows and 

children. It would be a lasting memorial to their late Grand Master. 

He had urged them to commemorate the blessing of Peace, at the termination of War, 

with the endowment of cots in childrens' hospitals and other suitable acts of charity in other Masonic 

centres. Such a man cannot die out of this world, when he leaves behind so much of himself. May 

they ever try to emulate the good example he set before them and endeavour to live up to the 

principles inculcated in their Lodges, so that when their time came it may be said of them (as often 

quoted by the late Grand Master) -

"Fading away, like the stars of the morning, 

Losing their light in the glorious sun, 

So he passed away, quietly, gently and peacefully
1 

Remembered only for the good he had done". 



7. A Period of Growth
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Most Worshipful Bro. Henry L. D'Emden, Pro. Grand Master, assumed the 
Chair of Grand Lodge for the Annual Communication of 26th February 1921, held at Launceston. 
The Lodge was in mourning for the late Grand Master, the Hon. C.E. Davies, M.L.C. 

The increasing number of applications received for admission to the Order, reflected the 
fact that in the present world-wide unrest, the teachings of Freemasonry were attracting the 
attention of thoughtful men. They hoped, therefore, that their Institution might play a not 
unimportant part in solving some of their present day difficulties. 

Among domestic matters dealt with, was an application from St. George's Lodge to 
remove from Beaconsfield to Exeter. A new Lodge, to be called "Ubique" was in the course of 
formation at Glenorchy. It would probably be consecrated during March. 

The President of the Board of Benevolence said it was pleasing to report that Installation 
Collections had shown an increase and that some special contributions had been received. The 
Investment Account of the Fund was approaching the 6,000 mark. Contributions to the Masonic 
"Peace Cot't, to commemorate the Declaration of Peace after the Great War, had been fully 
subscribed and 600 had been invested by Southern Lodges, in War Loan Bonds. The cot had 
arrived and the ceremony of installing it in the Hobart Childrens' Hospital would be carried out an 
early date. 

On Sunday afternoon, 14th November, the unveiling took place of two Pillars at the 
entrance of the Hobart Temple. They represented Jachin and Boaz and were dedicated to the 
memory of their Brethren who had fought and fallen in the war. 

Worshipful Bro. W.H. Strutt was appointed Acting Grand Secretary, following the 
retirement of Right Worshipful Bro. John Hamilton. 

The Deputy Grand Master, Right Worshipful Bro. RS. Scott, in proposing Most 
Worshipful Bro. D'Emden as Grand Master, said they had been looking for some time, to their Pro. 
Grand Master taking his position in the high Office. The late Grand Master had decided to retire in 
favour of the Pro. Grand Master and he (Right Worshipful Bro. Scott) had great pleasure in 
declaring Most Worshipful Bro. D'Emden unanimously elected. 

Grand Lodge was called off and resumed at 7.30 p.m. The Pro Grand Master, in alluding 
to the late Most Worshipful Grand Master said that he had been for many years the most central 
and prominent figure in their Grand Lodge and his loss had created a blank which they were at a 
loss to adequately fill. His life had been a splendid example and in their Board of Benevolence, they 
had a memorial of him which he trusted would ever keep his memory green with them. 
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Right Worshipful Bro. Scott said that perhaps there was no-one present who had been 
acquainted with the late Grand Master as long as he had been. He knew him in Victoria when they 
were young men. Neither of them, at that time, was a Mason. Soon after Bro. Davies returned to 
Tasmania and joined a Lodge, while he himself joined a Lodge in Victoria. Since those times, ( close 
on fifty years) there had never been anything but mutual respect and brotherly love bCtween them. 
During the long period he had ruled over them as Grand Master, he had directed all his energies 
and attention in the furtherance of Tasmania at large and to the advantage of his Masonic Brethren 
and had commanded high approbation and genial affection. Right Worshipful Bro. Charles Ramsay, 
Right Worshipful Bro. F.P. Bowden and others, also added their comments about their late Grand 
Master. 

Most Worshipful Bro. H.L. D'Emden - 1921 to 1925 

The Most Worshipful Bro. Grand Master Elect then retired and Most Worshipful Bro. 
Lieut. Cot. J.H. Room took the Chair as Installing Master. A deputation of Worshipful Masters was 
appointed, retired and on returning, introduced the Grand Master Elect, Most Worshipful Bro. 
Henry Lyndhurst D'Emden. The Installing Master then proceeded to obligate, instal and invest him 
as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania. 

The Grand Master reported that Tasmanian Lodges, in common with those in other 
Jurisdictions, had exhibited an enormous growth in membership. But he felt that such growth meant 
nothing unless character was the principle guide for admittance of candidates to their Order. They 
all knew that their Institution was founded on the rock of truth, temperance, fortitude, prudence and 
justice, and although they could not expect perfection, for few would have been members under such 
a condition, they should be very careful to see that every candidate possessed those qualities in mind 
and heart. 

The President of the Board of General Purposes in his report at the lialf-yearly 
Communication of 27th August 1921, included several items of interest. 

The new Lodge, Ubique, No.35, at Glenorchy was consecrated on 19th March. Two 
petitions for new Lodges had been submitted - one at Sheffield and one at Lindisfarne. 

A conference of all Australian Grand Lodges was to be held in Victoria, to which an 
official delegation from Tasmania was selected. 

The Board unanimously recommended to Grand Lodge that the newly-formed United 
Grand Lodge of Queensland be officially recognised and that the Grand Master appoint a 
Tasmanian Represent�tive. 

Subsequently the recommendation was approved and in moving the motion, the President 
of the Board of General Purposes said they all hailed with the greatest satisfaction, that at last 
Australian Freemasonry was one united body. It has been a matter of great regret to them for many 
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years that in Queensland there had been a want of unity. At last that had been overcome and the 

United Grand Lodge of Queensland had become what was practically the coping stone in the Arch 

of Freemasonry in Australia. Right Worshipful Bro. Flack-Ricards seconded the motion which was 

passed unanimously. The Grand Master nominated the Pro. Grand Master, Most Worshipful Bro. 

R. Scott as the Representative near the Grand Lodge of Tasmania.

The late Grand Master had bequeathed a small legacy to the Benevolent Fund, which he 

had been instrumental in founding many years previously. 

In regard to the Ubique Lodge recently consecrated, the Lodge Room at Glenorchy was 

too small for the occasion and the Ceremony was conducted in the large hall at Hobart. Inadequate 

accommodation for members was noticeable in Hobart, where membership of Lodges had out

grown the capacity of the Lodge Room. Two courses to remedy the situation were recommended. 

Firstly by subdividing large Lodges. This could be accomplished by a number of members of a large 

Lodge obtaining a Charter for a Lodge, using the original name with the addition of the word 

11Lewis" which indicated "a son of a Mason". That plan had been adopted in another Jurisdiction 

where several "Lewis" Lodges existed. 

The second suggestion was to provide a larger Lodge Room than the present one and this 

appeared to be an urgent necessity. He felt sure that if an earnest effort were made by Brethren, the 

way would be opened for the Directors of the Freemasons' Hall Company to provide a more 

commodious Lodge Room. 

It was particularly gratifying to Tasmanian Brethren to learn that Most Worshipful Bro. 

Alexander Corrie had been unanimously elected as the first Grand Master of the Queensland 

United body. inasmuch as he was a Tasmanian and was stilt a member of a Tasmanian Lodge. He 

had done yeoman services for the Craft in general during his Masonic career, and more particularly 

when occupying the position of District Grand Master under the English Constitution in 

Queensland. 

In concluding his address the Grand Master said that he reminded the Brethren that 

there was a great feeling of unrest prevailing throughout the world, which, at a time when history 

was in the making, they as Freemasons, had a great responsibility on their shoulders, belonging as 

they did to an institution whose aims and ideals should assist to rigidly maintain that state of law and 

order which was necessary to make conditions of life better than they were. Masonic ideals should 

be carried outside their Lodge Room into their lives as citizens and every Lodge should be a training 

school for loyalty, for good citizenship, for State Welfare, for national prosperity and for world 

brotherhood and thus assist in bringing about that desirable end -

"When each man finds his own in all men's good and all men work in noble brotherhood, breaking 

their mailed fleets and armed towers, and ruling by obeying nature's powers and gathering all the 

fruits of earth and crowned with all their flowers". 
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Very Worshipful Bro. Rev. W. Hooker, Grand Chaplain, delivered the Oration at the 

Dedication of Ubique Lodge, Glenorchy, at the Masonic Hall, Hobart. He said, in part, he had 

chosen for his subject 'Ubique' embodied in the name of their Lodge. "Ubique" means "everywhere" 

and denotes at once "Masonry Universal". When they spoke of Masonry being everywhere, they 

meant more than the fact that it was spread over the whole of the earth - as it most certainly was. 

Forming one vast society of free-men, held together by voluntary obligations, it covered the whole 

globe, so that when they travel to Egypt, or lndia, or Italy, or England, or America, or the Islands of 

the Sea, from London to caicutta, from Sydney to Chicago, in all civilised lands, and among people 

of every creed, Masonry is to be found and everywhere it upholds all the redeeming ideals of 

humanity, making all good things better for its presence. Truly their Order was ubiquitous, it was 

world-wide, and surely they may claim for it, that wherever it flourished and was allowed to build 

freely after its Divine design, liberty, justice, education and true religion flourished, and where the 

spread of Masonry was hindered, those things suffered in consequence. But world-wide as their 

Order was in its outward and visible form of Lodges consecrated as the Ubique Lodge was 

consecrated that evening, what may be called the spirit of Masonry goes still wider and deeper. And 

it was that unseen part of Masonry on which he wanted to lay stress. All the Lodges of the world 

would not count at all for the uplifting of mankind and for breaking down of artificial barriers of 

creed and class1 unless there was peivading all their Ritual and all their ceremonies the true spirit of 

Masonry. It was that spirit upon which their Order was founded. It was that principle that gave life 

to their ceremonies, the three-fold principle of brotherly love, relief and truth. But having such a 

strong and sure foundation, it was no wonder it was the most wide-spread of all Orders of men, as it 

toiled for liberty, friendship and righteousness, binding them by solemn Vows to right action, and 

uniting them on the level basis of truth. 

They were sometimes taunted with being nothing but a secret society, where men met for 

social purposes but they who held such views could know nothing of the spirit of Masonry which 

animated their Order. They had secrets, certainly, which kept inviolable from the outside world, but 

they could safely say that the tenets they all held and the doctrines they taught, were no more secret 

than the sun, which diffused light and warmth upon all mankind. The teachings of Freemasonry 

were ubique, or everywhere. Truth, call it Masonic truth, or by any other name, was the same the 

world over. It was not restricted to Masons, or to any class of men. 

If one were to ask "what is truth?" they could simply say it was the knowledge of God, the 

Master Builder, in whom they lived and had their being. And should they ask, how was their 

knowledge obtained? They may say, just as they got to know a human being, by listening to His 

words. It was sadly evident, as they went through life, that what guided and ruled many of their lives 

was what their neighbours thought of them. It was good in some ways that they should copy and 

emulate the good deeds of others, but they could easily be deceived and deceive others, but if they 

tried to deceive God they were conscious of utter failure because the All-seeing Eye was "ubique" 

and could pierce through all disguise. So then, Brethren, his message was simply to live in the 

consciousness that the AU-seeing Eye, whether they were building, planning and designing, digging 

foundations or laying the coping stone in its place, let them be ready to look up into the Eye of the 

Master Builder for approval. 
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At the Annual Communication of 25th February 1922, steady progress of the Craft in 
Tasmania was reported. Besides the establishment of Ubique Lodge No.35, Roland Lodge, No. 36, 

at Sheffield, Empire Lodge, No.37, at Launceston and Pacific Lewis Lodge, No. 38, had been opened 
during the year. Also a Charter had been approved for Merton Lodge, No.39 at Campbell Town. 
1\vo further petitions were �eing considered, one for Exeter and one for Lindisfarne. 

The Masonic Library at the Grand Secretary's Office had been catalogued and a Library 
Committee had been appointed who had drawn up rules under which books may be borrowed. 

Recommendations were made for amendments to the Book of Constitutions. 

1. to the effect that the proposer of a candidate should have personal knowledge of a

candidate for a period of not less than one year and was prepared to vouch for his

character and fitness to become a Freemasollj

2. in the case of a candidate who had not been resident in Tasmania for a period of two

years immediately preceding that date of his proposal, the Grand Secretary should notify

the Grand Secretary of the candidate's previous State of residence to obtain a report on

his character and fitness;

3. Committees of Enquiry should be set up by Lodges to enquire into the character and
fitness of ever:y candidate.

Amendments to the Constitutions on the lines indicated were subsequently passed by

Grand Lodge. 

Among several resolutions passed by Grand Lodge were some interesting ones worthy of 

note. One was that in the opinion of Grand Lodge, no public reply should be made to any outside 

attack on Freemasonr:y. 

Another was that Grand Lodge discouraged the wearing of regalia at Masonic funerals 

and in public. 

The President of the Board of General Purposes, in commenting on a motion relating to 

initiations said that at the current time when there was a great influx of candidates seeking 

admission to Masonr:y, it was felt in Australia and elsewhere, that because the clamour for admission 

was greater than usual, they should be especially careful to guard their portals. 

Most Worshipful Bro. H.L. D'Emden who had been re-elected for a further tenn, was 

duly installed, proclaimed and saluted. In his address he mentioned the splendid increase in 

membership in all directions, but said that mere numbers were not the mark at which to aim, unless 
it was understood that initiation was but a small part of the work on hand to make a man a Mason. 
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While they welcomed new members in their ranks they must not relax in the direction of retaining 

those already in the Craft by the discussion of Masonic history and principles of the Order in their 

Lodge meetings1 for short periods, whenever possible. 

AB an act of thankfulness to the Great Architect for Peace, Launceston Lodges had 

donated 250 to assist in the establishment of a Home for Boys in that City. 

The Grand Master said they extended their congratulations and best wishes to the 

Governor of Victoria, the Earl of Stradbroke, on his election as Grand Master of that Jurisdiction. 

He hoped the Grand Lodge of Tasmania would be represented at the Installation on 15th March 

next. 

He welcomed the new Officers to positions in Grand Lodge and noted that they were 

losing one or two Officers who had given yeoman service in the past. Although the latter had ceased 

to occupy important positions, he was sure their interest would not diminish and that their services 

would always be placed at the disposal of Grand Lodge when needed. 

They must remember that Freemasonry is the oldest and most conseivative organisation 

in the affairs of men and they must endeavour to preserve it as it was handed down to them from 

time immemorial. They should be proud of the fact that in all ages Freemasonry had attracted to its 

ranks men who were or are pre•eminent in all walks of life and whose example had ever exercised an 

influence towards the uplifting of human character. But when all was said and done, as to what 

Freemasonry had been in the past or what it may be in the future, it was of little use to them 

individually unless they wove its principles into the warp and weft of their daily lives. 

During the six months leading up to the half.yearly communication of 26th August 1922. 

three new Lodges had been consecrated. They were Lodge Merton, No. 39, at Campbell Townj 

Lodge Loyalty, No.40, .at Hobart, and IGngston Lodge, No.41. The Grand Master also acceded to 

the petitions to issue Charters at Exeter and Lindisfarne, as soon as suitable Lodge Rooms were 

provided. 

The Book of Constitutions had been reprinted embodying a number of recent 

amendments. 

Their esteemed Right Worshipful Bro. John Hamilton, P.D.G.M., attained his 88th 

birthday on 11th July. A letter, signed by the Grand Master, the President of the Board of General 

Purposes and the Acting Grand Secretary, was sent to him expressing hearty congratulations and 

best wishes of the Craft in Tasmania. 

A recommendation of the Masonic Conference held in Melbourne, in regard to non

admission of "maimed" or "blind" candidates was not adopted by the Grand Lodge of Tasmania. 

Right Worshipful Bro. Claude James, who seconded the motion, referred to the existence of a Blind 

-------- -- -----····--·---- ----- ·-·------·-···----------·-·-·------------ - - --
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Lodge in London called "Lux in Tenebris" and also to the fact that suitable blind candidates bad 
been admitted in many cases, to English Lodges. 

About some items of interest mentioned by the Grand Master in his address, he said 
during a lengthy tour of the northern part of the State he had dedicated M�sonic Halls at Scottsdale 
and Ulverstone and had laid the Foundation Stone of a Masonic Hall at Exeter in the Tamar Valley. 
Membership had increased during the half-year by 189. The records of Grand Lodges throughout 
the world showed large additions to membership of Lodges. It was somewhat difficult to point to 
any particular reason for the increases, but the desire for membership should make them most 
particular in opening their portals only to those who were worthy and who would reflect credit on 
the Craft. 

A Special Grand Lodge Meeting was called for 4th October 1922 for the purpose of laying 
the Foundation Stone for a new Temple for Emu Lodge, Burnie. 

One of the first acts of Grand Lodge at the Annual Communication at Launceston on 
24th February 19231 was to pass a motion of sorrow at the sudden death of Right Worshipful Bro. 
Charles Ramsay. Very Worshipful Bro. A.V. Steer, who seconded the motion said that it was well 
known that he was intimately associated with the late Bro. Ramsay, whose work for Masons on the 
North West Coast, as well as other parts of Tasmania, had been done whole-heartedly. Bro. Ramsay 
would go out of his way in order to further Freemasonry in any way he could. On the North West 

Coast there was a void which he did not think would ever be filled. Bro. Ramsay was known to every 

Mason in the district and his friendship was such that when one could call him friend it was 
something to be proud of. He carried that friendship both inside and outside the Lodge. It was 
quite impossible to put into words the thoughts which would adequately express their emotion and 
their appreciation of the valuable services rendered by the late Bro. Ramsay. 

Most Worshipful Bro. H.L. D'Emden, having been unanimously re-elected Grand Master, 
was duly installed, proclaimed and saluted. He then announced the appointment of Most 
Worshipful Bro. Claude James as Pro-Grand Master and Right Worshipful Bro. Sir Elliott Lewis as 
Deputy Grand Master. 

The Grand Master said he was pleased to see the increase in contributions from Lodges 
for the Benevolent Fund. It was anticipated that the Board, with the increased revenue, would be 
able to deal more generously with applicants for relief. 

He deprecated the publication of particulars regarding their ceremonies in the press. The 
matter of publicity was one that had been referred to the Board of General Purposes for serious 
consideration. In the meanwhile he asked Lodges to refrain from publishing information concerning 
their meetings. 
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He had received a visit from Right Worshipful Bro. Blair-White, P.G.W., their 
representative near the Grand Lodge of Ireland, who told him that Freemasonry in Ireland was 
making rapid strides in �!I directions, in spite of the disturbed state of the country. 

He regretted having lost the services of the Pro. Grand Master, Most Worshipful Bro. 
R.S. Scott, who had been so valuable in aiding the administration of Grand Lodge affairs. He 
wished him many years of quiet happiness in bis retirement. In his appointment of Right Worshipful 
Bro. Claude James to the vacant position, he felt he had made a wise choice and that he would 
render long and loyal service to the Craft. Bro. James had already served in Grand Lodge in various 
capacities and had been Grand Warden in 1916 and 1917. He had given up a considerable amount 
of time to aid the deliberations of the Board of General Purposes. Right Worshipful Bro. R. Flack
Ricards also did not wish to continue in Office. As his successor he had appointed Right Worshipful 
Bro. Sir Elliott Lewis to the vacant position of Deputy Grand Master. He had been Grand Registrar 
at the inception of Grand Lodge and Grand Warden in 1895. His knowledge of Masonic Law and 
Jurisprudence should be of inestimable value to Grand Lodge. 

A special meeting of Grand Lodge was called for 17th March 1923 for the purpose of 
Dedication of the Masonic Temple for Emu Lodge at Burnie. 

Some points made by the Grand Chaplain (Worshipful Bro. Rev. W.G. Thomas) in his 
Oration for the occasion were that there had been times when owing to the nature of their 
surroundings or circumstances a temporary home had to be found for assemblies of Brethren, in 
which the ancient customs and established usages of the Order were maintained with as much 
dignity and decorum as possible. But always there had been a desire that the Lodge would 
eventually find its home in a building set apart for the seivice of Freemasonry. 

Such an experience had been theirs in Emu Lodge and after 27 years of existence in a 
temporary abode they had come to their own Masonic Home at last with feelings of great joy and 
gladness. 

Another significant occasion on the North West Coast was the laying of the foundation 
stone for a new Masonic Temple for Poulet! Lodge at Wynyard on 24th March 1923. 

A petition had been received for a new Lodge to be established at Bushy Park, Glenora. 
The foundation for a new building was laid by the Grand Master on 16th June and Brethren 
interested showed commendable self-reliance in the preparation of their new Lodge. 

Plans were also approved for a Masonic Building at Fingal and also the construction of a 
building at King Island was being considered. 

On Anzac Day, 25th April 1923, a new Lodge designated the Tasmanian Naval and 
Military Lodge, No. 43, T.C., was consecrated at Hobart by the Grand Master. 
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On 11th July their esteemed Grand Secretary, Right Worshipful Bro. John Hamilton, 

P.D.G.M., celebrated his 89th birthday and was warmly congratulated by Brethren.

Co-Masonry had been reported in the State and a circular on the subject had been issued 

by the Board to all Lodges in the Jurisdiction. 

The Freemason's Hall Company at Hobart was able to pay off the mortgage which had 

for so long encumbered their building and it was hoped that with increasing prosperity the matter of 

more commodious premises being urgently required would receive attention. 

At the consecration of the Tasmanian Naval and Military Lodge, No. 43, at Hobart, on 

25th April, 1923, the Grand Chaplain, Very Worshipful Bro. Rev. H.B. Atkinson said that there was 

a great difference between the present and any other consecration ever held in Tasmania, in that the 

very name "Naval and Military" was itself full of interest and inspiration. To every worthy citizen of 

the Empire the name begat thoughts of romance and chivalry. The beginning of the Navy and the 

Army went far back in the pages of history and there were men prepared to do and die for that 

which the Services stood for. 

In those far off days, those men set a standard of honour and devotion to duty which had 

never been lost sight of, but which had rather gained in credit and renown as the years had passed. 

There could be no happier union of traditions than those which were brought together that evening

the traditions of Freemasonry combined with those of the Navy and Army of the British Empire. 

He asked the members of Naval and Military Lodge not to forget those things which 

Anzac Day meant. He asked them to bring to their interpretation of Freemasonry those 

characteristics of the services to which they belonged. 

The new Lodge Room for Glenora Lodge, No.44, had been completed and the Ceremony 

of Dedication took place on Saturday, 24th November 1923. 

The next Annual Communication took place at Hobart on Saturday, 23rd February 1924. 

The President of the Board of General Purposes mentioned that the handsome and commodious 

building at Glenora, costing over 1,000 had been provided through the energy and generosity of 

the Brethren, without any assistance by way of any loan from Masonic funds. The first Worshipful 

Master installed was Worshipful Bro. Robt. Dixon. 

Plans for a new Temple for Nugara Lodge at King Island had been approved. 

Also a Petition had been approved for a new Lodge at Bellerive, to be known as Lodge 

Clarence - subject to a suitable building being provided by the petitioners. 
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The Ritual Sub--committee, who had been considering a Uniform Ritual for Tasmania, 

had submitted their report and made the following recommendation - "that failing the adoption of a 
Uniform Ritual for Australia, the Grand Lodge of Tasmania adopt the Ritual of the Victorian 

Constitution with such alterations and additions as may be desirablen, 

The Acting Grand Secretary submitted some interesting statistics showing the growth of 
Freemasonry under the Grand Lodge of Tasmania during the 30 years of its existence: 

At 30th June 1891 -19 Lodges with 923 membership 

At 31st December 1908 - 26 Lodges with 1371 membership. 

At 31st December 1919 - 28 Lodges with 1942 membership 

At 31st December 1921 - 32 Lodges with 2494 membership 

At 31st December 1922 - 36 Lodges with 2827 membership 

At 31st December 1923 - 38 Lodges with 3112 membership 

Most Worshipful Bro. Henry L. D'Emden was re-elected and Installed as Grand Master. 

He re-appointed Most Worshipful Bro. Claude James as Pro. Grand Master, and Right Worshipful 

Bro. Sir Elliott Lewis was re-appointed Deputy Grand Master. 

The Grand Master was also pleased to confer the rank of Past Deputy Grand Master on 

the President of the Board of General Purposes, Right Worshipful Bro. Frank P. Bowden. 

He said, that while congratulating the newly elected Officers of Grand Lodge, it was 

fitting that he should give recognition of the splendid services rendered by those who were retiring. 

He especially mentioned past Senior Grand Warden, Bro. H.U. Wilkinson. They were also losing the 

services of their Grand Chaplain, Right Worshipful Bro. the Rev. H.B. Atkinson. He had rendered 

great assistance at ceremonies of Consecration, Dedication and Installation, and in his new capacity 

of Archdeacon, he had asked him to accept the position of Grand Inspector of Lodges. 

The Grand Secretary, Right Worshipful Bro. John Hamilton in his 90th year of age, still 

took a deep interest in Grand Lodge affairs. 

On 16th January they were favoured by another visit by Right Worshipful Bro. Dr. 

Goddard, who lectured at the Lodge of Instruction. His exposition of some of the principal features 

of the Third Degree was well received by the Brethren. The Grand Master expressed his regret that 

they had not yet succeeded in establishing a Lodge of Research. He hoped that in the not too 

distant future such a Lodge could be inaugurated. 
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A Masonic Temple was dedicated at Wynyard for Poulett Lodge, No. 18, T.C. by the 

Grand Master. 

At the half-yearly Communication of 23rd August 1924, Grand Lodge mourned the death 

of Most Worshipful Bro. R.R. Scott, Past Grand Master. He had been initiated in a Victorian 

Lodge and on moving to Tasmania joined Lodge of Hope, No. 618, E.C. (now No. 5 T.C.). in 1882 

and became its Worshipful Master for 1886 and 1887. He was elected Senior Grand Deacon in the 

Tasmanian Grand Lodge in 18931 Junior Grand Warden in 1894 and Senior Grand Warden in 1895. 

In 1920 he was appointed by the late Grand Master as Deputy Grand Master, and was appointed 

Pro. Grand Master in 1921 and 1922 an overall period of 42 years in Freemasonry. 

Right Worshipful Bro. L.J. Abra, P.S.W., spoke feelingly on the late Brother whom he 

had known intimately for a considerable number of years. He said no Brother more earnestly 

sought to promote good fellowship and harmony among the Brethren than Bro. Scott. 

On Sunday, 17th August 1924, their beloved Grand Secretary, Right Worshipful Bro. John 

Hamilton, P.D.G.M. passed away in his 91st year of age. Every member in Tasmania lamented the 

loss of one so respected and loved and who had been such an active member of the Ordt?r for a very 

lengthy period. 

Very Worshipful Brother W.H. Strutt, Acting Grand Secretary, was appointed to the 

vacancy of Grand Secretacy. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Claude James said Right Worshipful Bro. Hamilton had lived to a 

ripe old age. During the whole of his life he had set an example that they all might strive to follow. 

For thirty years he had been their highly esteemed Grand Secretary and for sixty-four years a 

member of the Craft. No one who had come in contact with him during those years had but learned 

to respect and love him. 

The President of the Board of General Purposes reported that the Board had approved 

plans for the conversion of an old Church building in Bellerive into a Lodge Room for Lodge 

Clarence, shortly to be consecrated. Also approval had been given for additions to the Temple at 

Latrobe for Lodge Concord. 

Membership of City Lodges had increased so rapidly that it had been found desirable to 

found another "Lewis" Lodge. A Charter had been granted to Lodge Harmony, No. 45 T.C., 

sponsored by Rechab Lodge. 

On 27th March, a large number of Brethren from the British Fleet, then in the harbour, 

attended a meeting of the Tasmanian Operative Lodge. The occasion would long be remembered 

with pleasure. 
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Ubique Lodge on 17th May was visited by officers and members of Empire Lodge of 
Launceston who carried out the work of the evening. It was the first occasion upon which their 
northern Brethren had visited a Lodge in the South for such a purpose. 

A special meetiOg of Grand Lodge was convened on 20th September 1924 for the purpose 
of dedicating a Temple for Lodge Clarence at Bellerive. Also, on 20th October the Foundation 
Stone of Ubique Lodge's Temple was laid. 

The Annual Communication of 28th February 1925 was held at Launceston. There was 
little except routine matters· on which to report. Most Worshipful Bro. H.L. D'Emden v,ras re
elected and installed as Grand Master and Most Worshipful Bro. Claude James and Most 
Worshipful Bro. Sir Elliott Lewis were re-appointed Pro. Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master 
respectively. 

The news of the death of Sir William Ellison-Macartney in December was received with 
general regret. 

Lodge Clarence was reported to be progressing favourably and the Masonic Temple for 
Ubique Lodge was practically completed and would be consecrated in the following month. 

A very impressive memorial service, arranged by Tasmanian Union Lodge, was conducted 
on 11th September, for the late Right Worshipful Bro. John Hamilton. 

The Masonic Temple for Ubique Lodge was dedicated on Saturday 21st March 1925. On 
28th March the Foundation Stone for a new Temple for Lord Carrington Lodge at Fingal was laid. 

On 10th July 1925, Right Worshipful Bro. AV. Steer, Senior Grand Warden died. Since 
the demise of the late Right Worshipful Bro. Ramsay, Bro. Steer had carried out Installation duties 
on the North West Coast. Mersey Lodge and the Craft had lost two of their most distinguished 
Masons. Their heart-felt sympathy went out to Mrs. Steer, their two little girls and his mother. 

Right Worshipful Bro. W.G. Bowtell was appointed to the office of Senior Grand Warden 
to fill the vacancy that had occurred. Remarking on the excellent work that Bro. Bowtell had done, 
the Grand Master said that among many other things he had been instrumental in starting two new 
Lodges, namely Victory and Clarence, for both of which he had been Foundation Worshipful 
Master. 

A petition had been received by the Board for a new Lodge at Burnie, to be known as 
Burnie Rechab, No.47. It had been sponsored by Emu Lodge, No. 23 T.C. A petition for a new 
Lodge at Glenorchy was also being considered. 
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In regard to the Board of Benevolence, owing to increased applications for relief during 
the previous half year, income had barely been sufficient to meet demands and the Board 
recommended the introduction of a fee of two pounds two shillings for every Initiate, payable to the 
Benevolent Fund. A Commonwealth War Loan of 4 1/2%, due in December 1925, had been 
converted to a new 5 1/2% loan currently being floated, thus securing an additional 1% p.a. in 
interest. 

At the Annual Communication of 27th February 1926, held at Hobart, the President of 
the Board of General Purposes, said that the death had occurred on 25th December of Most 
Worshipful Bro. J.H. Room. HC had been a prominent figure and a vigorous worker in Grand 
Lodge for many years. Failing health had latterly deprived us of his active setvice, but the 
recollection of his charming personality and genial disposition would always remain a pleasant 
memory to the Brotherhood. 

Most Worshipful Bro. D'Emden said that Most Worshipful Bro. Lieut. Colonel. Room 
had been a Pro. Grand Master of the Tasmanian Province of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, prior to 
the setting up of the Tasmanian Grand Lodge. It was largely through his instrumentality that Lodges 
in all parts of the Jurisdiction working under the Scottish Constitution, joined in the movement of 
founding their Grand Lodge of Tasmania. 

Recommendations emanating from the Masonic Conference held in Adelaide in April 
1925 were put to Grand Lodie for consideration by Most Worshipfu� Bro. Bowden. Some of the 
more notable ones were:-

Uniformity in modes of recognition - the desirability of uniform signs, tokens and words 
in the various degrees. 

Qualifications of candidates - the necessity of most stringent enquiries and written reports 
on the qualifications of candidates for initiation prior to the taking of the ballot and that 
consideration be given to the financial position of a candidate. 

Lodge meeting places - the necessity of brethren meeting in suitable rooms or buildings. 

Minimum fees and dues - that the minimum fee for Initiation be ten pounds ten shillings 
and that Lodges fix their annual contributions at such an amount as to cover expenses 
without taking Initiation fees into consideration. 
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Most Worshipful Bro. Claude E.W. James -1926 -1928. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Claude Ernest Weymouth James M.H.A., having been elected 

Grand Master for the ensuing year, was installed on 27th February 1926. 

The Grand Master appointed Most Worshipful Bro. F.P. Bowden as Pro. Grand Master 

and Right Worshipful Bro. W. Abra as Deputy Grand Master whilst the rank of Past Grand 

Warden was conferred on the Grand Secretary, Very Worshipful Bro. W.H. Strutt. 

The new Masonic Temple at Fingal for Lord carrington Lodge was dedicated on 17th 

April 1926. 

At the half-yearly Communication of 28th August 1926, the Immediate Past Grand 

Master was presented by the Grand Master with an Illuminated Address, enclosed in a Tasmanian 

Oak Casket, together with a cheque, A dinner service was presented for Mrs. D'Ernden. Most 

Worshipful Bro. James said that during the five years of Most Worshipful Bro. D'Emden's reign 

there had been a record growth of numbers of members in the Jurisdiction and in the number of 

new Lodges. 

TI1e Grand Master said another historical event which had taken place was the 

consecration of Hutchin's Old Boys1 Lodge, No. 48, at Hobart on 3rd August 1926. Starting with 51

foundation members and with the tradition of a Public School whose "Old Boys" had taken and were 

taking no small part in the public and private life of the State, the latest addition to Tasmania's Roll 

of Lodges had a bright future before it. The first Worshipful Master, Very Worshipful Bro. J.P. 

Clark, Grand Registrar, had established something of a record in that Hutchins Old Boys' Lodge 

was the third Lodge in the jurisdiction of which he had been a Worshipful Master. 

Toe Grand Chaplain, Very Worshipful Bro. Rev. S.H. Hughes gave the Oration at the 

Consecration of the Lodge. 

He said, that there was surely a special note to be struck when they remembered the 

motives which presumably influenced those who petitioned the Most Worshipful Grand Master to 

form the new Lodge. The new Lodge was not simply an overflow from an older Lodge, but was to 

consist of men who looked back with pride to an Institution with which they were privileged to be 

connected in the past. Hutchins School was opened on 3rd August 1846 and for the past 80 years 

had played a conspicuous part in the scholastic world of Tasmania. Many of their leading men in all 

professions and in all ranks of society, can look back with thankfulness to the days spent at their Old 

School - days in which they were learning lessons, not only in scholastic tore, but also those lessons 

of truthfulness, fidelity and honour - lessons very much akin to those they learned in the Masonic 

Crart. Some of the old Boys, remembering perhaps the friendships formed there, had thought that 

those friendships and associations might be knit in a closer bond in a Masonic Lodge named after 

the old school. That night they were rejoicing in the consummation of that idea. 
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He wanted, very briefly, in accordance with the request of the Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, to remind them (and himself) of those principles on which their Order was founded � 
namely brotherly love, relief and truth. If those principles were faithfully adhered to they could raise 
the whole tone of the State. 

Very Worshipful Bro. Hughes said he was never a "Hutchins Boy" but was an old "High 
School Boy" and great and keen was the friendly rivaby between the two "Old Schools". He 
remembered one period of their rivalry. Year after year Hobart High School beat Hutchins at 
cricket. But they came up smiling after each defeat until at last the tide turned and they won. He 
remembered too, how heartily ihey cheered them for the pluck with which they stuck to their task 
until they achieved victory. He believed the same spirit which had animated those boys more than 
40 years previously would animate the founders of the new Lodge and their successors, in 
overcoming all difficulties that may occur. May they all, then and henceforth, determine to put into 
practice those three principles of their Order, and may they by God's Almighty Grace develop not 
only in the members of the new Lodge, but in them all, such purity of life and conduct as may fit 
them thereafter to take their place in the Grand Temple above where the Blessed ever dwelt in 
Eternal Peace. 

At the Annual Communication of Saturday, 26th February 1927, the President of the 
Board of General Purposes said that in order that members of Grand Lodge might know exactly 
how things stood in regard to the Ritual for Tasmania, he thought it advisable to give the following 
information on how exactly progress was being made. It was at the Annual Communication of 21st 
February 1921 that it was agreed that the Emulation Working, with the addition of the "Explanation 
of the Mode of Preparation" was the only ritual authorised by G.rand Lodge. 

Plans had been approved for a new Temple at Franklin and the building was in the course 
of erection. Huon brethren hoped to have it completed in time for the Annual Installation in March 
(the Foundation Stone had been laid by the Most Worshipful Grand Master on 27th November 
1926) 

Further to the efforts to evolve a "Ritual for Tasmania", Grand Lodge subsequently 
passed a motion "that the question of a uniform ritual for Tasmania be referred to the next meeting 
of the f�ll Board of General Purposes for consideration. 

There were many comments put foiward by Grand Lodge members on the matter, but 
one such comment seemed to sum up the feeling M "as it was practically impossible to get a uniform 
ritual for Australia, as some Grand Lodges would not give way, they should endeavour to get 
uniformity in their own State". 

The Grand Master said he had the privilege during a visit to Melbourne in November, of 
being present, on invitation, at the Installation of the Governor of that State, Worshipful Bro. Lord 
Somers, as Master of United Service Lodge. (He was later elected Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Victoria on 16th March 1927). 

- - ---- ------------·----------· .. ----------·-··----�--------------··--· _______ ,, ____ ·-·------------�-· --·-···--·--



93 

During the current month (February 1927) the Lodge of Hope, No. 4 T.C., celebrated its 

75th Anniversary. Several functions were organised, one of the most notable being a Masonic 

Seivice held in St. John's Church, Launceston, on the afternoon of Sunday, 6th February, when a 

large number of Brethren and their friends and families heard a very fine address delivered by 

Worshipful Bro. Right Rev. RS. Hay, Bishop of Tasmania. 

The Grand Master conferred Past Grand Rank on three worthy Brethren for long and 
loyal services rendered. They were Right Worshipful Bro. James Scott, P.G.W., to Past Deputy 

Grand Master; Right Worshipful Bro. R.G. Meek, Past President Board of General Purposes, to 
Past Deputy Grand Master, and Very Worshipful Bro. R.H. Lord, Past Grand Treasurer, to Past 
Grand Wardenj also Worshipful Bro. A.R. Wiseman, Past Grand Treasurer, to Past Grand Warden. 
Most Worshipful Bro. Claude James was announced by the Pro. Grand Master, Most Worshipful 

Bro. Bowden, as the Grand Master Elect. 

Grand Lodge was called off and resumed again at 7.00 p.m., Most Worshipful Bro. 

Bowden assuming the Chair. The Grand Master of Victoria, Most Worshipful Bro. W.P. Rice and 

Grand Lodge Officers were then admitted. The Pro. Grand Master extended to the visitors from 

Victoria a hearty welcome and asked the Most Worshipful Bro. Rice to accept the gavel and to 

conduct the Ceremony of Installing the Grand Master Elect. With the Grand Director of Victoria in 
charge of proceedings and the Victorian team in their places1 Most Worshipful Bro. James was 

admitted and duly installed. 

The Grand Master announced that he had re-appointed Most Worshipful Bro. Frank P. 

Bowden as Pro. Grand Master and Right Worshipful Bro. L.J. Abra as Deputy Grand Master. 

Other Grand Lodge Officers invested were Right Worshipful Bro. RV.W. Green as Senior Grand 

Warden, Right Worshipful Bro. WA Downie as Junior Grand Warden, Very Worshipful Bro. P.J. 

Clark, as Grand Registrar, Very Worshipful Bro. Wilson J. Bailey, as President of the Board of 

General Purposes; Right Worshipful Bro. W.G. Bowtell, as President of the Board of Benevolence; 

Very Worshipful Bro. P.H. Atherton, as Grand Inspector of Lodges; Very Worshipful Bro. G.E. 

Wall, as Assistant Grand Inspector of Lodgesj Worshipful Bro. F.C. Crawford as Senior Grand 

Deacon; Worshipful Bro. H.V. Biggins as Junior Grand Deacon; Very Worshipful Bro. A. Batten, as 

Grand Superintendent of Works; Worshipful Bro. Russell Harris, as Assistant Grand Director of 

Ceremonies; Worshipful Bro. Les Tapping as Grand Sword Bearer; Bro. S. Joscelyn as Grand 

Organist; Worshipful Bro. L.L. Steer as Grand Pursuivant; Bro. C.J. Edwards as Grand Trumpeter, 

and Worshipful Bros. P. Duff and J.H. Bastick as Grand Stewards. 

Right Worshipful RG. Meek, P.D.G.M. who was in England, had been authorised to 

represent the Grand Lodge of Tasmania at the Ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the 

Masonic Peace Memorial Building in London1 on 14th July 1927. 

The Centenary of Operative Lodge No. 1 T.C. was due to be celebrated in 1935; and it 

was resolved that a sub-committee, consisting of the Grand Master, the Pro. Grand Master, the 
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Presidents of the Board of General Purposes and Benevolence, the Grand Secretary and the Deputy 
Grand Secretary and six members representing Country Lodges, be appointed to collect information 
and devise a scheme for the establishment of a Fund to celebrate a century of freemasonry in 
Tasmania at this time. 

It was resolved that the next Annual Communication would be held at Ulverstone on 
Saturday, 25th February 1928 and the Grand Master expressed his pleasure at the decision. Hitherto 
the Annual Communication had been held alternately in Hobart and Launceston, but he had long 
been of the opinion that Grand Lodge should meet periodically in other centres. 

At the Annual Communication held at Ulverstone on Saturday, 25th February 1928, Very 
Worshipful Bro. Wilson Baily, President of the Board of General Purposes, reported that Nugara 
Lodge on King Island would soon be housed in its own Temple. 

The Centenary Fund Sub•Committee in submitting an interim report said that -

(1) the Fund be established to fittingly celebrate the Centenary and the Fund should be
known as the Tasmanian Freemasqns' Centenary Fundj

(2) that all Lodges contribute 2/- per member, per half.year, up to and including 1934, to be
devoted to the said Fund;

(3) it was estimated that the levy with interest, should realise approximately 6,000 pounds and
with the view of raising a total of 10,000 pounds it was suggested that Lodges and
Brethren be invited to make additional voluntary contributions;

(4) that the total sum received be allocated one half to the Grand Lodge Benevolent Fund
and one half to such charities as Grand Lodge may from time to time decide.

The Report of the Ritual Committee was received and it was resolved that it be submitted
to Grand Lodge with the suggestion that it be distributed to all Lodges for consideration
and comment, such comments to be submitted in writing to the Ritual Committee.

Most Worshipful Bro. Claude James had been re.elected Grand Master. He was duly
installed, proclaimed and saluted as Grand Master for Tasmania in accordance with ancient custom. 

An invitation had been received for a representative from the Grand Lodge of Tasmania 
to attend the consecration of the Tasmanian Reunion Lodge in Melbourne on 9th March. The 
members of the Lodge would be drawn from those who had been members of the Craft in Tasmania. 
The Master Elect was Worshipful Bro. A.E. Lindus, a Past Master of St John's Lodge, Launceston. 

The Foundation Stone of a new Temple for Roland Lodge, No. 36 T.C., at Sheffield, was 
laid on 11th August 1928. 
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At the half-yearly Communication of 25th August 1928, it was reported that petitions had 

been received for two new Lodges at Launceston, namely St Andrew Lewis Lodge, No. 49 T.C. and 

Anny and Navy Lodge, No. 50 T.C. The issue of the necessary warrants was approved by the Grand 

Master and the Consecration Ceremonies took place on 5th July and 16th July respectively. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Lord Stonehaven, Governor-General of the Commonwealth of 

Australia was installed Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of N.S.W. A delegation of 

Tasmanian Grand Lodge Brethren, headed by Most Worshipful Bro. F.P. Bowden, ably represented 

the State. 

The Grand Master announced the death of the Marquess of Lincolnshire who, as Lord 

Carrington, Governor of New South Wales and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New South 

Wales, played such a prominent part in the inauguration of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania and was 

the Installing Master of their first Grand Master, Most Worshipful Bro. the Rev. Poulett-Harris. 

Lord Carrington had conferred on him Honorary membership of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania in 

recognition of his services at its inauguration. He had been a member for over 37 years. The 

greatest grief of his life was the loss of his only son, Lord Wendover in 1915, during the War, leaving 

no heir. Toe Marquessate and the Earldom thereby became extinct. His memory would be 

preserved in the name of Lord Carrington Lodge. 

Right Worshipful Bro. Frank Davies, P.D.G.M. of Victoria and Grand Representative of 

Tasmania since 1894 died in April 1928. 

A special meeting of Grand Lodge was held at the Freemasons Hall, Hobart, at 8.00 p.m. 

on Tuesday, 29th January 1929, to welcome the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the United Grand 

Lodge of N.S.W., Lord Stonehaven on the occasion of his first visit to the Grand Lodge of Tasmania. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Frank P. Bowden -1929 to 1931 

Most Worshipful Bro. Frank Prosser Bowden became Grand Master at the February 1929 

Annual Communication.· . 

Toe report of the Special Committee to draw up a Ritual for Tasmania, having been 

approved by the Board of General Purposes, was submitted to Grand Lodge. The Ritual in question 

was very similar to the working customary in Tasmania for many years and its adoption as the 

standard for the Jurisdiction would undoubtedly be a great advantage and help in securing 

uniformity of working. 

In regard to the coming celebration of "A Centenary of Freemasonry in Tasmania" in 

1935, the Board had granted further time to the 'Historical Section" Committee to enable it to bring 

in its report, as some Lodges had not supplied the information required. 
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The newly installed Grand Master mentioned that it had been a great pleasure to him to 

offer the important position of Pro. Grand Master to Right Worshipful Bro. L.J. Abra. Right 

Worshipful Bro. Abra's work for the Craft had been prominent and self-sacrificing for many years 

past and he counted himself fortunate in having his able assistance. ln the appointment of the 

Deputy Grand Master Rt. W or. Bro. Archdeacon Atkinson, he said that perhaps he had broken new 

ground. It had long been the custom for appointments of Pro. Grand Master and Deputy Grand 

Master to be confined to Brethren resident either in Hobart or Launceston. In his judgment, the 

progress of Freemasonry in the Jurisdiction had reached the stage when the numbers and 

importance of the Lodges in the North West and West Coasts justified a direct representative of the 

Grand Master in those districts. 

Right Worshipful Bro. RG. Meek, P.D.G.M. died on 14th June 1929. The Grand Master 

said of the late Right Worshipful Brother that he was one who had been wholeheartedly devoted to 

the seIVice of the Order. He_ had held the rank of Past Deputy Grand Master and also the honoured 

position of President of the Board of General Purposes. In 1926 he represented the Grand Lodge of 

Tasmania in the vast concourse of Freemasons in London, when the Foundation stone of the 

Masonic Peace Memorial temple was laid. His last and special duty of service was in connection with 

the compilation of their new Ritual. The Grand Master asked all Brethren throughout the 

Jurisdiction to look upon that little book as a reminder of the work Right Worshipful Bro. Meek had 

laid down, in such a way as to constitute a fitting tribute to the memory of a Mason who walked so 

worthily and humbly with his God, 

During the early months of 1929, disastrous floods devastated the North, North West and 

North East districts of the State. Mercifully there were few deaths, but thousands were rendered 

homeless and much distress had ensued. The response to the relief funds in and beyond the State 

was prompt and generous. The Board of General Purposes contributed 250 pounds to the general 

Distress Fund and a special Freemasons' Flood Relief Fund was established, to which the Board of 

Benevolence allotted 500 pounds. Most Worshipful Bro. Abra and Right Worshipful Bro. Bowtell 

visited the stricken areas and arranged immediate relief for Brethren. 

The Grand Master, in conclusion, said he had one thought to leave with them. In all their 

lives certain events mark milestones. When a Mason is elected Master of his Lodge, his thoughts 

naturally revert to his initiation, and at every succeeding period of his career he feels naturally drawn 

to the time when he first saw the light. It was often good to go back to the beginning of things and 

on the principle of putting first things first, he directed their attention to the sure foundation on 

which their Order was founded. TI1ey remember the first working tool which was placed in their 

hands, was a symbol of time. A learned and very earnest Brother in their Jurisdiction said, the 24 

inch gauge symbolised time and the use of time. Their teachings enjoined three duties for each and 

every day. He wished to emphasise the first of those duties - Prayer to Almighty God. If every 

Brother constantly observed that primary injunction to spend part of every day in prayer, they need 

have no fear that Freemasonry will not continue to flourish and be an uplift to the human race. 
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It was gratifying that many members of the Craft were among the first to render 

assistance to their afflicted Brethren and others who suffered from the floods in 1929. Besides 

contributions to Grand Lodge and public relief funds from Lodge Boards, many private Lodges, 

Chapters and Brethren of the Jurisdiction quickly responded to the call. Grand Lodges of New 

South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Queensland and private mainland Lodges and Brethren 

also contributed generously. 

After thoroughly combining the affected districts it was found that the total number of 

Masonic Flood sufferers was 73, including Brethren, mothers, widows, daughters or sisters of 

Brethren. They were all treated generously by the Committee of the Public Funds, and after they 

had received their allotment from that Fund the Grand Lodge Committee proceeded to allot the 

Masonic Fund which totalled 21239.4.1. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Lawrie J. Abra, 1932-1934 

At the Annual Communication of 20th February 1932, Most Worshipful Bro. Lawrie 

James Abra was installed as Grand Master for the ensuing year. Right Worshipful Bro. Wilson Baily 

was appointed Pro. Grand Master and Right Worshipful Bro. Stanley Dryden, P.G.W. was 

appointed Deputy Grand Master. 

The rank of Past Deputy Grand Master was conferred on two Brethren namely Right 

Worshipful Bro. WA. Downie, President of the Board of General Purposes and Right Worshipful 

Bro. W.G. Bowtell, President of the Board of Benevolence. Right Worshipful Bro. W.G. Bowtell 

died on 28th March 1932. 

It was during the half-yearly Communication of 27th August 1932 that the Grand Master 

made reference to the economic situation. He said that like all other Institutions the current world

wide economic situation had had its effect on their members and the Lodges in some measure had 

been put to the test. However, while there had been a slight increase in the number of clearances 

granted, he was glad to say there had not been as many resignations as anticipated. This was due 

largely to the fact that Lodges had carefully considered every application for a clearance and where 

it was found to be a case of hardship they had willingly kept Brethren on their Roll by paying their 

dues from their own private Lodge relief funds. Those Lodges that had taken that step were to be 

highly commended for their fraternal spirit of helpfulness to those who from no fault of their own, 

were in difficulties. He was also pleased that many of the Lodges were liberally supporting the funds 

of several well-known Public Charitable Institutions. 

The Grand Master said of the Immediate Past Grand Master, Most Worshipful Bro. 

Bowden, that for over a quarter of a century he had given to the Craft of his best and that Brethren 

from all sections of the Jurisdiction had appointed him (the Grand Master) their Ambassador to 

express their feelings of goodwill, love and friendship which they entertained towards Most 

Worshipful Bro. Bowden. He, therefore, asked him to accept an envelope containing a cheque1 as a 

small token of that high esteem in which he was held and for the three productive years he had spent 
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as their Grand Master. During the coming week his two daughters would be asked to select 
something tangible for his home. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Bowden expressed his grateful thanks for the kind things that had 
been said about him and for the kindly gifts that had been presented. He very much appreciated the 

thought which prompted them to ask his daughters to select something for his home as a reminder 
of a very important period of his life. 
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H.B. Lord carrington G.C.M.G. Governor of New South Wales and Grand Master of the

Grand Lodge of New South Wales played a prominent part in the inauguration of the Grand Lodge 

of Tasmania. He was the Installing Master for the first Grand Master, M.Wor. Bro. the Rev. 

Poulett-Harris. In recognition of his seIVices to the Grand Lodge of Tasmania. M.Wor. Bro. Lord 

carrington had conferred on him Honorary Membership of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania which he 

retained until his death in 1928. His memory is preserved in the name of Lord carrington Lodge at 

Fingal. 

The Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of South Australia, His 

Excellency Lord IGntore K.C.M.G. was also in attendance at the inaugural installation of the Grand 

Lodge of Tasmania and he too had honorary membership conferred upon him. 

Sir William Grey Ellison-Macartney 

Four Governors of Tasmania have been associated with the craft, two of them as Grand 

Masters. The first of these, Sir William Grey Ellison-Macartney, is the least well known. 

Sir William was initiated into Apollo University Lodge No. 357 at Oxford, on 6th June 

1872 which was the eve of his twentieth birthday. This is not unusual for undergraduates at Oxford 

and cambridge. He was educated at Eton and at Exeter College, Oxford and graduated Bachelor of 

Arts with first class honours. 

From 1885 to 1903 Sir William represented South Antrim as a member of parliament. 

During the period 1895 to 1900 he was Parliamentary Secretary to the Admiralty, a position which 

enabled him to provide support for the Antarctic expedition of his brother-in-law Robert Falcon 

Scott. Sir William subsequently served as Deputy Master of the Royal Mint (1903 - 1913). 

After serving as Worshipful Master of Lodge 482 of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, Sir 

William joined Lodge of Erin No. 2895 in London and became Junior Grand Warden of the United 

Grand Lodge of England in 1910. 

Upon his arrival in Tasmania to take up the position of Governor in 1913, His Excellency 

was presented with an Address of Welcome on behalf of the Freemasons of Tasmania. The Grand 

Master of the time, Most Worshipful Brother C.E. Davies lost no time in prevailing upon Sir 

William to become Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania. He joined Tasmanian Union 

Lodge. He was installed as Grand Master in the Hobart Town Hall on 19th February 1914. M.W. 

Bro Davies had been Grand Master for 18 years. Upon installing his successor he said that he 

hoped that placing so distinguished a brother in his place would give increased interest in the craft in 

Tasmania. 
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As Grand Master, Sir William extended his thanks to the Freemasons of Tasmania for the 
high honour they ha� done him in electing him their Grand Master. He said that the office of 

Grand Master demanded of the holder his sincerest devotion to the principles and tenets of the 

craft. They had been fortunate in their choice of those who had preceded him in the exacting office, 
and if in some way he would be able, with their assistance, to follow in those footsteps, he would 
have achieved the utmost he could hope for or desire. 

H.E. M.Wor. Bro. Sir William conducted installations in Hobart and Launceston and on 
23rd September 1914 laid the foundation stone of a Masonic Hall at Devenport. Upon his re
election in 1915, he noted the accuracy, intelligence and reverent spirit with which the work of the 

lodges was carried out. He continued to work energetically for the craft and upon re-election in 
1916 he reported having visited thirteen lodges in both urban and rural centres. He had installed the 

Worshipful Masters of Lake, Concord, Peacei St John's, St Andrew, Tasmanian Operative, Detwent 

Valley, Dorset and Lord Carrington. He stated that lodges generally were in a satisfactory condition 
and some might be described as flourishing. 

Sir William relinquished the position of Grand Master in February 1917 pending his move 

to Western Australia where he soon became Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Western 

Australia. 

Sir Ernest Clark 

Early in 1934 it was recognised that His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, Worshipful Bro. Sir 

Ernest Clark would be eligible for the office of Grand Master on the termination of Most 

Worshipful Bro. Lawrie J. Abra's occupancy of the position and it was ascertained that he would be 

willing to accept the responsibility of that high office. Wor. Bro. Sir Ernest Clark was duly installed 

on 23rd February 1935. The ceremony was carried out by M.W. Bro. Warren Kerr, Grand Master 

of the United Grand Lodge of Victoria. This was followed by a very busy week for all concerned. 

M.W. Bro. Sir Ernest Clark presided over the fourth Australasian Masonic Conference. He and

Lady Clark, assisted by M.W. Bro. Lawrie Abra I.P.G.M. received the guests at a Masonic Ball in the

same week.

Throughout these activities in February 1935, the spirit of gratitude was the dominant 

note of every meeting. A special Thanksgiving Service was held in the Town Hall on Sunday 
afternoon 24th February. It attracted a full audience, led by many reverend brethren, by whom 

expression was given to heartfelt thanks for the blessings bestowed on the Masonic activities in 
Tasmania over a period of 100 years. 

When he opened the Australasian Masonic Conference, Sir Ernest spoke as follows: 

n1 hold it a great privilege to be able to welcome the delegates to this, the Fourth 

Australasian Masonic Conference, not only as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tasmania but 

also as Governor of the State. During my term of office as Governor, I have had the opportunity to 
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